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m lfc ^ 1 .«.« H » JirlM1- c— 

I Human Rights rWcuhrs which saw ., galasy of rights activists, 
I those wlin have Judicaled tli.'ir .ices defending III. rights of villi- 
.A. ers, coming together on one platform from across the country in 
the face ofan intensi li_-.it: [i :i of attacks ,1:1 J Mate repression. 'the presentations 
in this publication hive been pjr.irlir.isi: J from oral, so me times impromptu, 
speeches made by the participants. Wc are grateful tn .ill of them . However, 
avast majority of luim .111 rights defenders, those ligluing lonely battles ill far 
flung areas with little support .in J 110 iMsiiur.es, could not make to this con- 
sultation. We cspress our gratitude to them. 

We are deeply indebted to the World Sikh Organisation for participating in 
the consultation. Thanks to ACH II, A1SA, ANHAD, APDP, Human Rights 
Defenders Alert, 1RDS, Lawyers for Human Rights Internationa], MASUM, 
NagaMothersAssoci.it inn. P.iriv.ir:a:i. PF..M F-. PVCJ [R and other organisa- 



out the dynamic leadership ol AJviicatr Colin tlonsjlves who conceptual- 
ised tlli.piilglMlllllU'. 

Special thanks to Sniriti Minochi .111 J Sv.ll.iua Cortey.i lor putting together 
llle entire programme and coordinating with a div.rsc te.lm of participants 
and make tins con sult.it ion .1 crcat success I iim-.nsliu Kumar provided cru 
c:cl insights and '_uid.:::cc. Hie young and dvnamic le.it:: of 11RLN members 
deserves special mention i'.ir their hard '.vnrk. '] hanks to Aimy Sllukla, Anant 
Asthana, Anuj rastelin.i, nlmpesli San-.ad. Rertyi Vernia, Ilitendera Chau- 
han, Hema Bisht, Lily Bansaljouhar Adeeb, Naveen Bharttya, Rekha Srivas- 



,d PremBallabhSharmaf 
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Introduction 



I I in recent time). RJghl to Information (itTl) activists have heen 
X X killed and many have had cases filed against them. Journalists have 
heen jailed in criminal defamation cases, attacked, some of them even killed, 
and media house* have had their ollices ransacked. Tribal aclivisls, particu- 
larly in conflict areas, have heen hounded by the police and many of them 

impr a d in I 1 I I I > f th n are fac- 

ing charges under draconial laws such as UAPA and various securities laws 

against the atrocities hv iln- Sure is mei with .l Inner and prompt State ven- 
detta. The need of the hour is to protect and defend human rights activists 
in India today. 

There have been many initiatives in the country on defending the defenders 
and several orgaois.n ions have developed esperiise in various areas such as 
documentation, a Man alerts, apniLiaeliing the -ysi em, legal aid, medical 
aid, counseling and so on. 'Ihe.se initial iv.'s have developed as a response to 



20th of November, 2111 !,ai India Islamic Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi, 
lav, Himanshu Kumar, Henri Tiphagne, [ftikhar Gilani, Prashant Bhushan, 
i igbl.s dclciislcrs Itiiin .luoss the country. 

Hie iwo-day programme was sub-divided into various sessions where ac- 
tivists and experts from various p.uis oflndia expressed their concerns and 
challenges and suggested '.ay. el" -^lengthening the solidarity and efforts. 
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session with ran cli hounds I I'S orlker S.mjeei kImii sh.irn: ghs eij. orients of working 
in Narendra Modi's (.iujarat. 

Tli is eo.iisull.it inn g.ive nun; nfihe n.iilkii'.iriis. including the r.unilLos of the attivists 
who have been killed or viitimiwd. .1 eh.nue in jriter.iii iviib e.iJi oilier, and to develop 
better strategies to 1le.1l with the nKTe.ismg u.e ofvinleiK e by the Stale against soeial ae- 
tivists. [( also led to the formation nfCoalirinn for ['mreetino of Human Rights Defend- 
ers (CP11RD) whii:h will work towards evolving str.itcgics of del ending the defenders. 



I INTRODUCILON 
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Content 





In this context, I think, the lime has came to think • 
sit ttigrtlt?' touitk abvttt rights ihiwiiti*. iil'imf ill 
us who have gathered here. We always have been la 
about others, asoneof my friends who willbcspea, 
later, was telling me yesterday. Many of us today, ir. 
in Delhi so much, fruf outside Delhi, find ourselves 
considerable risk while worklngan human rights is 



I welcome all of you here today an behalf of HRLN, ACHR, AISA, AN HAD, 
APDP, Human Rights Defender Alert, RDS, Jamia Teachers' Solidarity As- 
sociation, Jan Sangharsh Manch, justice for Peace Foundation, Kashmir 
High Court Bar Association, Lawyers for Human Rights International, MAS- 
UM, Naga Mothers' Association, Parivartan, Peace, PUCL Rajasthan, PVCHR, 
Siir.r.-v Sangjiarsh Mmiii ii-.d World bikh Organisation. 

that the people, social activists, civil society leaders -- who have always been talking 
about peoples' right., Miking ahnur oploiraiicui ofilie ni.iigiii.il ised, of Dalits and Trib- 
als, and many nrher dn.idv.nii..gtJ ■;ecTi.im of society -- arc inming under increasing 
threat by the agencies of the Stare and even by non-slate actors. 'ilic UTI activists, people 
working ia die nonhead, r...r:ili,_i /.:<\v:f oi Kashmir. Ili.'rkh.wd ar.d l .'hluiliisyrli, juiir- 
iialists, lawyers, iiidi' ;diuk ni ^.imvi I inn- ,li:. |i..lLv dki'.ii ulii;^ ■.villi I in: Slate, n nyhi.nl v 
trying to he critical, trying In qiic-slioii or intL-rroi>.«L- the Si.Ul- is immediately subjected 

evenbeingkilled! ' F ' 

Well, much is made out oflhc lirgcsr. vihr.ml democracy thai we arc. Hie Indian State, 
■.■cry nilen. insk.id .1 iri-.iliiiL: >li-.ll I l-.i J-.-i -i and I'enHc .i' ml'i ir: .1 vci y vihianl dcnm- 
cc.uic ['H'cc-ss, .Mi:,iHv |'c-[ce-..-c- rliLiu ihie.it in iLiii"!!..! sccuniy, lineal 10 national in- 
rcres! and is more imcic.lcd in larger me. rliem, [mild me, ilu-m Than 10 heeding them and 
rile geiitnne issues r hey ire 1i yini; In ;-iise- 'Hie Si. lie I' laVln^ nil ihc-m n ull mil m igln. 
We have many of lliem lune tnday w.ih ns in share ibe-ir experiences. 
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Iii this context, 1 think, the time has tome to think and sit together to talk about rights 



of us today, not in Delhi so much, hit outside Delhi, find ourselves .it considerable risk 

That is why it is impor:.-,n: today .in J imi'.;iiTow to talk ah nut rights activists, the kind of 
threat they face, the kind nf intimidation that our works, our people, our activists face 
and in.iy be tr> to iverk towards Li.-v.'lnping .1 response to I his siln.itii'ii. I ivould now like 
to invite Mr. Colin (ion salves, our senior colleague, seninr Supreme Court advocate to 
come forward and set the Ion: i"oi the proved nigs oi'to.l.iy ,111c tomorrow. 



I |0 DEFEND THE DEFENDERS | INTRODUCTION 



defenders, about all of us 
fillers, as one of my frier ik 



have been talking about 
ling me yesterday. Many 
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ighfs defender! work today. We are 
ic,Utati n g<hen,eet..tgajHmteofthrJi,.rst people!,, this 
:>rintiT iWic ji«ht ji'rkiiuiaii rights and who hare ea me 
ndcr attndt. Many a) them will till em, their personal 
lories. So, oars is a very limited role of •ijaeilitutor. We 
.iiv«li|Ji,t.-iI|v.i[>I. here kIw iWIIiinf only Ml mm 11/ III.- 
u/ffing(liiilIhcv.ir.j;i l iiislJir"iiS'if>.',»ii!tl/iEj'_flghl/ur 
jrjjnur j.tliU, hut they Kill h/mi i.iimiin u'ithdlt 



We are very pleased to have with us today Mrs. Paramjeet Kaur who 
must kindly agreed to tome to in.uignraU' this meeting. For those of 
you who do not know her, slid is the widow ot l,-.>uvmi Singh KIijjvi. 
one of the lines! human rights activist; ;hi; coomry ii.,s ever seen, who found 
and discovered the list nl the disappeared in I 'm' i.'.k : kindreds and hundreds of 
young Sikh boys Here I .ikon bv the Punjab police, tor! mcd and then extrajudi- 
cially executed. KTS (sill -aid lii.it these young hoys .ire or have aetu.illy escaped 
.and gone to Europe, Amone.i .use other places, .u e illegal immigrants there and 
are working there. Sard a r Kh.ih-.-. slumMcd across - his list when he went to the 
crematoriums where thoss; bodies were burnt and the Pun|ah police were bold 
enough as to take Ike bodies there ami hum them. '[Ii.nl is all history now but 
he got the names and that case is going on still, even to this day. In 1995, he was 
picked up from his house and e\tia judicially executed for I he work that he did. 
We follow in the loo tsitepf of S'l^iiee.; lasivan.t Singh Khalra. 

Even in the face of death, we salute the steadfastness of Khalra sahib, absolute stead- 
fastness, is he ivas iv.'.i \k J ::sal lie sv. iii.l he I. : Ik-el. I [■_- ^uj tain. I le knew about his 
death and he time in India ir.iin C.maJa where he di-Jused the list of such persons. 
He returned from Canada to India, even though he knew thai he would be picked u r 
and ejdtnted.Param|it Kaur, thank you very much for being with us today. I would also 
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introduce Bal pre et riom the World Sikh Urg.ims.irion. 'I lie president or" flic oiganisarinn 
had ssTt.lin dilffsull ics in * fining to ludi.i. W, shi'iiMnf i;ei i: il . ■ I lie reasons ol him riot 
aiming. But lie had eernin pmblems in coining to jiJj.i. So. [i.ilpreel will spe.vk brielly 

[ just want to say that Human Rights Law Network is ;i tiny o rg.iriis.it inn and it is not re- 
ally out initiative that wc do the liuiv..in riehts extenders v.vo k rnday. Wc arc facilitating 
the meeting of some of the finest people in this iomitry who fight for human rights and 



defenderofl I 1 I I | II 1 1 ne, that person 

will not he isolate J, that person will not he demoralised and say, Oh God! Look at the 
situation I find myself in. VVc will com t to the assistance of such penple and get them out 
of the trap created for them hylhe Stale. With that, we st.irt ivith i'aramject Kaur. 



| INTRODUCTION 
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Session 1 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS 




Iji Punjab, S iirrfii i -Jin n-aut Singh Khalra took up this 
issue as a defender of human rights despite being well 
amtre afthe consequences, lie win threatened by the Suite 
agencies that lie would be reduced la anathername In the 
list af those wka had disappeared in the state. And that is 
PARAMJEET KAUR exactly nhal happened. 



Paramjtd Ktalrk the widow ojthi kk human rights activist JttBUttntSwtfl KJMIrfl, 
SfieifCHrrdiflvtiHifiJiiiiji.ellw w,k .,j ha hisb.m.1 in Punjab. 



My story is not one of a victim hut rather that of a victimised defender. 
My late husband jasiy.u;t eiii'.gh khalr.i was a human rights defender 
and the work he took up wjs essentially rel.ileJ to human rights. 
Linked to his story is I ho story ol Punjab. In reality the story ot' Punjab was dif- 
ferent. There were some problems in Pimi.iii, in j: n]y social; the issue was water 
and the conflict was more aooul the rights of Punjab as a state. However, the 
politically inclined moi pjvd the issue into .1 religinus om?. Eventually the entire 
conflict was painted in a religious colour. The most sacrc.i places of Sikhs were 
attacked with the help ol :.ioks. The issue thus MMi-.lvJIe.: ,;iul before we knew 
it, Sikhs were being attacked. In 1984 the social aspect of the issue was com- 
pletely forgotten and it had become a religious war. 

TheSikh religion has ilsown unique tradition and history. In 194.*, Sikhs laid down their 

Punjab, the Sikhs wan completely isolated. Alter Indira Gandhi was murdered in IJIM, 
the Sikhs iverc hr.iLj'Jit I" •ULCh .111. 1 iu:i n: .Tie. I'.'.iiucn ■.■.cil raped arid Sikh lclu'.iiv.i- 
pl aces iv lire desecrated. 

lective killing of children from each house is one of the appalling realities of the Sikh 
genocide. The esse el 1'irniaf was one ol the lirst eases of stile ■. lol.ition in India, if the 
L^.'^ uiiimeol Il.iJ Mk^jii a ditlej'eot sI.-.iilL in 'hi. mul.il:'.. 11. I ,:ni sull liil ideLLt s like itah] i 
M.isjid vji.ukl h.iee iil'ti invL '.ippLMeJ. i Iil.l -.iniiij li.ive heen in ;i<i1s in < iuj.nal and 
the injustices thatpeople of Kashmir, the Northeast, Andhra Pradesh, Chhaltkgarh and 
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:■. i'tinjah. .Sa-dar la-wi:il Sing", >. Ii il, :, r ::plhh:^:K as a dek'i'de:- it nun- a 11 rights 

to he reduced to anothei name in the list of those »lw lud .1 i rud in the state. And 
th.u is exactly what happened. I It was apprehended ("rum his home on September rt, 
1995, and subsequently tortured and killed. Wt started our legal fight in the Supreme 
Court (SC). We Bled a petition on September 9, 1995 in the SC. Wo brought this ease 
from theSC toCBl.CW lo sessions court, sessions court to high court and thtn baokto 
Lie S'.ipicmc Court. 

In ill e short perjoJlh.it Sardar Khalra ivnifj for liimi.in rigm.. lie did not get adequate 
opportunities. Due to his inspiration mm continue out human rights work in Punjab till 
today. For 16 years we have fought appiovmiatolv 2ii«" casos i:n hiding that of Sardar 
Jaswant Singh Khalra. "Ihe lisi ol"thc<e eases was drafted by l.halrah from the list of peo- 
ple buried in three crematoriums in i'uni-iK Hie Jllid.ivit was hied and the CBI admitted 
the truth about the de-albs .■('ihe victims jn.l ,on.-e,preuily nrdeied that an inquiry be 
10 nvf ncd. Hie .Supreme Court acknowledged tint fnnn Wfi4 to date; only a handful of 
people iverc compensated for 1 hen loss. I inwevcr, the issue is not limited to the work of 
Sardar Jaswant Singh khaln. it is graver thin that, while Sardar Khalra only foeused on 
three crematorium.-, the; e .uc uumcio'as odie" c:cni.;to;iam- .ill ovc: I'uiinlh allure tile 
peupie .vlio Jis,iopt,i:eil ie^nc ili.-p.-'e.l oli. To Jilt. 1 , liie 1 el.itiv..^ ol tiiL' vicliiiis are being 



aced hy the human rights de 
■out to get murdered and docs 
. what all 11: us work me in th:- 



dto Punj lb. There: 
like Andhra Pradesh and Kashmir. These si; 
the matters. In Puni.lb. however, there i. no Miell ituli.llivc- laker, hy any government or 
even non- government .i^ju.eies. I have .'ailed te discern ihe reasons :.uiiii:d tliis. With 
out a proper enquiry, is it o.-ssih[c to get aeeurarj da:a on die disappearances of people 
and to further ihe work trotv. a Imuran right, piitlerni: [ helieve that we need to draft 
a national level strategy under whk':i Piuii.m di.'md he designated as a priority state. 
Violations lIii oeenr in other slates as well, hut, in my opinion, ihe situation in Punjab 

III 
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Hms, the intention of this in eel i no, is in [imn on devising si. no oriented proojjnmies 
th.it will provide .1 pl.it form ti> vktims who have otherwise keen ulcnceJ an J suhjugat- 
eJ.lt isfrustr.it mi> that nothing Ins boon Juno hy tin- government m provide relief to the 

■.■ktlr:ls. oil Iter sooi.lllv iV OLi":i.Miik.!ll.-. I il.li 0 olleii ITOO.n-.'d .".I many plaoOS that one nl 
iho loreiuost ubieelives to ho .iionuiphshej is :o [finish, tlu 1 oliondeis. Tito liiLli.ni stale 
should admit its mistakes with regard '..> violation, of the Inn ii. ii i rights of its oivn peo- 
ple. Tlic authorities should punish the guilty and eomponsare for losses tint numerous 
families have suffered. Ike people of I'ur.j.ih and el sen-hero sIiu jIJ have their hirth rijrjit 
re'.uriu'Ll, i.o , i klo -s --- II 1 1 ^ I : >_^r-^ . t L n:il Iho ^ulpt i:s :m :'i:n:';'.e.l. I sizieoi olv douh: thai 
lilo masses will forget ::ie .f.i.eilio' eeniiiut'.ej ■ •.',i:iin: the::: ami then l.:t::iiv iuen:kef. 
Thepolitiol leaders in the state hive often remarked that the people should forget what 




nation. 1 alsii heller tk. it ::re di.eiis-io:i Il ls eikv start. 'ei. Ihere is lot mure to oonsidet 
and .1 kit of aotirns to ho t, ikon. I am l|.'|'i;io 'ii.il this meeting '•■:! I play a key role in do- 



1! 
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Session 2 
CAN WE EVER FORGET? 




happened and if something did happen, theaforgel it.II 
Imji|il'fjhJ ii lijirj; time ago; move mi villi your lijc and it 
if probably your ftiull anyway. Hint is wlntl is happening 

World SiiA ridftlt. I Wte« " Is rational Id so? lira! Hie State mail b* 



The World Sikh Organisation (WSO) of Canada was founded 27 years 
ago. I am the legal counsel of this Organisation and I am delivering a 
message on behalf of our president, Mr, Prem Singh, who could not be a 
part of this even! clue 10 certain circinnsi.inc-.'s. Tins cvem is very important and 
momentous occasion lor us as we gel together aiul re-mem k-r the Sikh martyr 
Sardar las want Singh h.slr,i. The people ivho g-.>i to know [asiv.int Singii Klulrj 
personally will always have very fun J and vivi J memories ol him. lie was so pas- 
sionate about his work. Once, .luring .1 visit to Canada, members ofWSO tried 
to convince him lo slay in ("aii.ul.i .is his I if-,' was liuuVi threat in India. He could 
have easily received lh-:- sr.uus of an .iprrovid refugee .1:1 d stayed in Canada with 
his family until it was safe to return lo India, '[he officials .dsn guaranteed the 
same. Ho iv ever, he w.i- so :i^.:^.: in :ns wo i s: t::ii ho -erased the offer. 
Hp stated tint if he stayed in Canada what would he say to the families for whom he 
worked for in India? If lie was /.h ud foi his lite and could not return to Punjab, why 
would anybody in Puni.ili ivhn w.ii allccted m:iii I'm ii'.nj .111 J liglil lor llieir rights? Why 
should they lull their suirylo the world? 

As such, he was determined to return to Punjab and continue his work, whatever the 
conseciuences may be. He relumed that summer to Punjab and in September 1995 he 
was abducted by the Punjab police. :ie w.ishekl 111 custody illegally and despite an inter- 
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person to us. 

Thishriugsiue lo the second reason asm why I ,tm so LiispLcc J ami overwhelmed lo In- 
here. I am surroumk'.; hy human right. .iitivi.T., noi jii.i people icpresentiri); I'uiiiak 

hilt people from .'.11 liver I in 111 uh.i despite I lire .Us l.i 1 ll L-ir liecs aod s hall eriecs l.i I lieu 
liheity still sl.nul up '"[ I JT common people. We lis.' work -Is 1hiiii.ui rights ,le:ivts:s in 
Canada hut die challenges tli.il we l.i^u a:c ciMguiiic.iit to uLi: v.c. have u. face litre in 
India. Youi "in k is solute. v essential. Make r.n lr.M.ike '_li.it vou lie ill. people who 
can he the voice that will tell the stories of human rights victims to those who hold a 
position of power. I ,uu going lo l.i Ik ,lh<i.n wily we ..1 limit forget I lie 1'W-I genocide ami 
I think we already know the answer to that. If we forget the ami Sikh genocide of 1<>84, 
we forget the fact :lut those piLiiiipmig killing:: o: .me muiorhv community were State 
agents. 




and police officers? It tell, them tli.it if) on .rush [lie human rights pith.' so ..ill. J ami 
national* in the distuihed areas, you will iv priKii.it.'d. And th.il i. ivhy we cannot simply 
forget; forgertiiie: mv.il J simply ine.ui that we are hound to repeat our history. It will 
happen over and over again. 

'Ihis project will hopefully create some ideas as to how wc can deal with these issues. 
Hi is is your project and we as a Canadian organisation are here to support you in any 
shape in form, ll is no s.ucl llial when we asso.i.ue ourselves with any human lights 
work, peopleniays.ylh.it I his is ami L.>:i.il. This is a i.idical and an extremist point of 

| 24 DEFEND THE DEFENDERS | DAY 1 | SESSION 2 
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linn' ago; rinivi' .vi ivirh your life and il is piokiN..- yi'ii l.v.: I: .1:-. v...iv. 'I liar is what isliap- 
I'Oumii 'villi nil I'r-.rli-.' s. .'111:1111 r:liy and ..1' ar.' 111 si i'ik' such victim. 
I believe it is ration al to say that the State must be governed by the law. It is tint radical to 
say that humans/chi^ns. ri-sJi-JltM .il'ilnni jmlii k.il hi'.ith. possi-ss .main inalicniiMc 
1iuiii.hi rights 1I1.11 cannot and sh. ml. 1 n,.t he ' i.ilau..[. Perli.ips in .inntliei time and in an- 
other plate |'en]ik' '.vluiliai'.' tli.'.n' beliefs inv.il.l k- .n.isi.k-i.'d tohv patriot., .is opposed 
tn anti-nationals. I look 70111-aid t.i rh.- out,;. 1110 1I11. ni.vting and hope that it serves 
well in commemorating Sardar Khalia. 



Copyrighled malarial 



Session 3 
THREATS TO HUMAN 
RIGHTS DEFENDERS 

& 

Session 4 
ROLE OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANISATIONS 




KAV1TA SRIVASTAV exisli there then it ,iho choices III,' whole situation. It's 

Social Activist and not just Kashmir or Manipurbut ailo/India that is going 

N.tl-.oind .Wrfjrv, to be like Hjisbmiruail Miinipurat iti see the whole phe- 

I'UCL MtttcnonofChhaltlsgarlMHon that is already happening. 



This meeting is extremely timely ami is an opportunity for all of us to not 
just talk to each other bm actually colleciively think .ibout what to do 
and share our views in such a manner that we realty move forward. This 
meeting iv.ts horn out of I hit' kind ofati.wksth.il all of lip as human rights workers 
are facing. I too was attacked by the Indian pi ■iije, in t.vndeiu with the judiciary, 
last month (October, 201 1). I am a simple human rights worker and I Want to 
discharge the very obligation of heii'.c .1 human rights worker if i call myself that. 
But of late, every act that one performs is now comingunder the suspicion of the 
Indian State apparatus. 

I .iin ]iic^Liiii.ihlv livioe. mi one oi i ho L p.:-L'i' pkiiL i. where flu 1 ri.le ol law iupposcJIy 
prevails (in Raj.1tth.111). It is not vimllkl-riJdeii in the sense thai the wjr r lhilthc Indian 
.State is making against its own people in the name of Maoism and terrorism, is not all 
pervasive. While proiiliiij; of .Muslims Joes happen, f.ilse eases .ne nude out against one 
section ot the Muslim vomit .is .■.■■■II .is .ic.iinsi ihis.it si m-,. hue. .1^.1111.1 lIisj-'Lhoiiu'ih, 
jiiiniini aiui evictions. 1 11 11 1'. e in iei is isls aiul ulei-ted ^■.■■.'i Je ire 'em to nil. Never Lhc 
less, there is an ovei .ill env uoiiiiienl where you ,,111 Ji,!l,ij;ue Willi the government in liter 
state ol Rajasthau .nui espies- ....nr .Li-. se democratically. 

In tills supposeJly 'safe 1 state, where the rule of law prevails, 1 50 Rajastlian policemen 
led by seven members of the Chhattisgarh police came to ray honsc, surrounded the cn- 
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is that the first class oi.i^isti jtcomisclfviolatcilihel.iw ami issued .earth warrantsformy 
house. The polite further violated .-.II procedures ol' ie.uvh, mi J of course were embar- 
rassed when they found nobody. 

What we have wen here and wh.il I would like to icon ii .is. in,l begin Ill is meeting with, 

is the (hri.illisgjrhi.sji; I (lit hnli.ni pi.lko friir. n.vcryh i ijj kn.Mv.smeaiidmy work 

fnr the last 25 years in the state. 1 am a really well known activist. Yet, ISO policemen 
were |irovided wirh. hv I.'..- I.iip-.ir o.'hto. I.' suivvy ill.' .iri'-i . ivmJ;. along Willi several 
armed tonsiahu la rv men . it k .iM'.ili.in police, espc^ n ly :n l.np.ir •.belt 1 have spent 
.1 tlliti.il pill ol [u v lilt, t.iu di' llus then il ^.iii happen lo .ir.y.nif .Ind anywhere. 



I also wanl to talka Utile about the organisation that I belong to, the Peoples Union for 




Several of our PUCL activists have been bookedand sent to jail. Hie ease of our (PUCL) 
vice president, Dr. Rinayak Sen, is well known; he is here and will share why the (Indian) 

Tilak eight under color,:..! , hr. Ilni r. A t.is sentence.: lo hit in Tree India: The 
case ofScema Aiad, organising secretary of PUCL, UP, who has been in jail for more 
than two years, shows similar tcnileiities. Merely mi the basis of possessing literature 
and hcrcsay, I he pi 'lice h-ive t h.llgc slitc-ied Seem a. \n.l lliithci die has nol been granted 
bail. Similar is the case of Ajay TC, PUCL vice prtsitle.it ol' Chliattisgarh, a film maker 
ami sociologist by profession. Despite beiiiL] ,iul on statutory :\ul in August 2LKIS, the 
nih, i .tt;sg.nh police, in^le.1,1 ol closing ibc t<;sc ,is il had no evident c, to.izv.cdicclctl hini 
after three years. 

With a siring of draconian laws, ranging from the Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 
19S8, to DIR., M1SA, TAD A, i'OTA, CSPSA to the Goonda Act, and the Unlawful Ac- 
tivities Prevention Act, 1967 (amended b 201M, 200B), it has become very easy to book 
people, make arrests and convict people as all these laws criminalise intent. 
With a section of the jr.dni.uy only believing the police ami noi tryingto seethe circum- 
stance ami the evidence, ii b.ii become very easy to s.len, e .1.1 i.osis, hy pun be. Them 
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I think it is high time that we sat together and thought about whether we are going to 
allow this criminalisarion .if inn legitimate acts, let the police and the intelligence take 
over the minds of our people, ind Ict tIic judiciiry become oven oiorc e\e cutive m muled' 
than the executive itself. 

Yesterday (IK November, Mil), a bench of our highest judiciary, the Supreme Court, 
struck down an earlier uiLlgmoi'.l which Ii.il! deslared unlawful I lie Salwa Judum and 
SPOs, a judgment ivhkh had previously iv.i-ed I he prestige of 'lie Indian judiciary I hat 
we are all so proud of. Xow it iias modified its earlier order, saying the hanon appoint- 
ment of SPOs would apply only to Chhattisgarh. What will happen to the 6,4110 SPOs 
illjhaikhand and 8,1)1)0 SPOs in Orissa? We know that Chhattisgarh lias no meaning 
for this order. It ha- ahead) h> passed ike M ' order 1-j ,01 .verting I he SPOs into a local 
battalion. 

During the nest two days, we must just share our experiences in .1 frank manner, our 
sense of isoluiion. tuayhc a teeing of a sense .1: suppir; er th.it or"lietrayal In" fellow ac- 
tivists. We must talk very openly and really ask ourselves, what arc we going to do' How 
many more of us are going logo to jail- One iiinayak. .ie.e A jay TAi. and so many others 
that we can see here; how many more lIo we want to send away' 1 do not want to think 
what is lost in anyway. We helieve in the Indian Stare. We believe in the Constitution of 
India and, therefore, we believe that we can come up with a solution. 
1 think it is very clear thai proiaciicn o: hum.in rights is ccpee-iicn: on the nature of 
governance and the kind o: s.icie ceouomi. policies that anv government pursues. So, 
basically, these are the two sides of the same coin. Therefore , when i lenri says that you 
don't have logo by the name of human rights to do the work, it means that all of us be- 
come activists when we ipieslieu any dimension ufpelicy or any discharge of duty of the 
State apparatus. Thus, we are discharging the dmiesof a human right worker. We need to 
consider this in detail. Secondly, there are several mechanisms and organisations, along 
with those that are named, that are human rights orgariisariins.The kind of associations 
of persons that all of us represent here is .1 very small pari of the mechanism that even the 
State has tried to put iecether. like the virions human rigbls instil ill inns we have - the 
women's commission, the eiuldren's commission, the human rights commission and the 




all national and state human rights institutions, including the women, Dalit, Tribal, mi- 
ll erity. disihi'.iry me el he:' com missions. Jf we eaimot mike them crteerive and proac- 
tive, they might as well not he there, rather tli.ni he lenls to furllicr heal the human rights 
defenders. 



: tjiir.,: !iaee eot :■• TTiideTST.-.TiJ [hi:. I Ik' si: |':';\" ^--i ''I d.':i' : lit It. Tee \.-\: 

lU'S^L-li LMlliLT iS ^1 ill ilL M.H-.if'llV .HlJ I'l/H'l- vl.|1 L S ii! \ Oil h ISlSt .1 II J K .1. -i H I II IT, 

.iloni; wilh a kind ol"tire.eti[ii7 l'I' ihe iiiimirily lh 111:1111 nil ■/. What nveJs Hi lie Ibcussed 
upon is til treat .ill violations .nnl violated in an e.|iial numuT, and am just appear to 
build a hierarchy of violation* an J violate J. hor instance, the standard that wchavc set 
now. in order 10 e,e1 a j.erso:i released i'r.vi! jaf, 1- ih.n of Dr. limayak Sen. 
We nccdtounderstaiid that the threat is all pervasive. It is a threat when you arc involved 
ill any siii.ilkH'eryd.ii ■■n^.ii;eineii!. .il lr^ ir,: 1 .1 :■:..:.■.-. h.noian mollis. II I he llire.ii eMsts 
there, then it also ch.me.es ilie whole siiuaii-.n:. Ti 's nut jusi Kashmir or Manipur hut all 
nfln.liathat ispihie.tohelike a ash mil 111J M.Liu|iur -uon .1. we see the whole phenom- 
enon ofChliattispiri.at:; 1:1 7h.1T is already happen me.. We. therefore, need to he earnestly 
ihv.-iIv^lI :h diseussinc. • i:s issue and :n ^oiv.!n : ; 11 ;■ wiih In iv t.Lms 10 taeklc it. 
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.1 situation IC.Kntbting genocide if being created h'.tnis.- 
genocide if not only about killing with bullets, but 
genocide is also about mating a situation iivivfiicli the 
DR. BTNAYAK SEN lurvital of a large part oja community is threatened. Ho, 
Social Activist if we take tkat definition of genocide, we find a situation 

Chhattisgarh which is genocidal in large parts of the country. 



My sister Bibi Pnramjeet Kaur and my friend Kavita asked me to talk 
about my story. Bui 1 don't think my story is of overriding impor- 
tance; 1 will relcr to it in passing , ,iS one ut'the examples in the host 
of others that 1 wish to bring before yon. i would like to start with the story of 
Jeeten Marandi :Vom Ili.irklianJ. VV,' h.iJ a meeting on I 2th November 201 !, 
to talk about the case of T^^teu Marar.di, who is sentenced to death and is in j 
J backhand prison on .t totally concocted case. My own case is .m example of the 
way in which the judicial syi-tem is dealing w:th e do its :o h:gb light the problems 
of human rights. 

Kavila talked about '< 'I ih.itt ^j^.ii i^.lt insi!. I am nol cmii uly sure wii.it she is talking about, 
although 1 tan guess what she could be meaning. I would like In talk a little bit about 
Ulluttisgarh .m,l draw parallels from ( llh.misg.irh to the rest .if the situation In the 

meeting in llanehi, from which many nl us hr ; vc returned. I lis wile, Aparna Marandi, a 
young girl, a very brave girl with a two an J a half year .ilJ baby, spoke to us having left 
her ellild suffering from .crehral rn.il.irij in llie hospital to ad dress /alt en J our meet- 
ing. What she told ui about leelcn'i work as a cull Lira! activist a ml public linger, his trial 

evidence, stung us In the core. 

In Chhattisgarll, the Special Police Officers (Sl'Os) recruited and armed by the govern- 
ment have set in million a reign of terror in sun In liaslar, with SPUs looting and I'Um- 
ing villages, killing fellow tribal- ,uu; raping ivonicn. Altli.u.gh the Supreme Court has 
recent] v ordered their disarm.! in cm, the sine government has .incumccd in public that 
they are going :e e.T.olcv ._- L -.ictle those same SI'Os as regular pojice oiiicers. the only 
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Ail utterly tynk.il and delianr .irr.liide Ii'war.is rho rule o! I.i'.v ':iy tin- srite government 
appears t.a bo supp J n-. ill: i vi goeemnient. 

[I is a matter of great sorrow thai the situation in Chhattisgarh is being repeated in 

"lllllJl.-.IKl. \ i Il.-Il;4 IC]H II.- J II U ".si ''■. Iie.ll. k Ivi-I'.; ■••['.■ .IU'lI ill ^" II i-lll [i L/!° .K I. " 

the country. 

There is today a situation of persistent, stable famine .'si-ling over large parts of tile 
country. More dun .1 third ef the 10t.1l population of the country is in a state of famine. 
This is shewn by govornmen; ca:r. iirilisiii j. int:irep,i:iie:riL measures or'r.ntri::iiii.il 

rnent stands guarantor in the process of displacement ol these very people who are suf- 
fer in j; from this stable limine. And ,iil of 1 lie torn 111011 properly resources are taken over 
by the government under the doctrine nf eminent ilmu.iiiii those resonrees are lianj- 
ed over to private imcrests, te corporate interests fur them t.i use -it will - 1vh.1t |us1i_e 
SudarshanReddyidcntincd as "Ms breaks t.-r the ri.h and .inns i:i the hands of the poor.' 
I tome from Chluttisgaiii. . Ii.nl tile- piivilccc ■'■oik lor ,-, long time with a trade union 
leader tailed Slunk.ir scali,; Niyogi. i hh.ilii.sj-arh h.is .1 I 1111; history ol'people resisting 
the State. In 1977, when 111,00:1 workers i'l iiied .1 trade union, poliee lirej on a Cath- 
erine; of unarmed workers as twelve workers were killed. In I'W again, three workers 
were killed in pohee iirii-.e. In I ':'>!. v.-iicu thousands .-f eonlr.ie: workers were sporting 
on the rail traeks in suppor: ot their dcui.iids :';i;- hu:iiane working eonditious , sii-tecn 
workers were killed in polite firing. In 1991 , on 28th September, Shankar Cuba Niyogi 
was himself ass.1ssi11.1l e, I by .1 lonlr.ul killer hired In I he iiidiisirialisi nuti a. Fifteen days 
before this he had taken .1 delegation of represent. itives ofChhitli.garfi MuktiMoreh.i 
to the President of India. Mr. 11. V'enkatramau. In the eour.se .if discussions, Shankar 
(Julia N'iyniii told the I'resideii: that his li:e wis.it risk ano. that he wis in danger of being 
killed. After he went back to Chhattisgarh, he was shot dead within IS days while he was 



try and think and pi 1:1 about die kind of response we sheuld make to this phenomenon 

As far as the judiciary is concerned, I don't think invhody Is siloes ting that we all be- 
come tynital about the indie i.iry. 1 think thai we have to have reiourse to the judiciary, 
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tinn remains unshaken. 

Il is nut my suggestion rli.it we should be cyiui.il .ihoui the uidkiary lmt 1 think hu- 
man rights workers art .ill over interested in pmvirie.ther,'!rv.mce of the judiciary to the 
problem th.it we taec today. 

] have already mentioned about the stable -amine thai mists, the polarisation that is tak- 
Ingplace more and more in this country today. 

resembling genocide is being created. Krnm id.' is not only about killing with hullets, 
bgt genocide is also about creating a .nation by which th,' Mirviv.il of a large part of a 
community is threatened. Si>, it" w-c take that definition of genocide, we find a situation 
which is giTioncal : r l Luge :n.ir"! s .--t liie country. I his is scini'thmg thai nei'ds In he real- 
ised and projected. 
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HENRI T1PHAGNE 



Despite the pi-esenee of tin 
•isNIIRC,NCW,NCfori 
wliitliarefnuileJlntlnS 



omit level organisations stieh 
:&ST, aiulsuch instituting 
\tt, llie status quo of tiie 



at role oj human rights organ 



My partiripation in this men is par; icularly because of the same feel- 
ing of solidarity that one experiences Iving in llie miilst of people 
who h.ive p.ud prices. Prices i'l'Ji Herein sotIf; people have lost I heir 
beloved, have been forced int.' prisons, made lo (net a judiciary which is totally 
insensitive; peop'i who arc ■, Invito nod, u-v.o coi'.tmuo to bo threatened .111J in 
the process jre jtteinpied to he hnmi li.it ed ami disrespected for the works that 
they undertake and the stjnco they luve made m life. ,Vv cencern here will be 
with 1 lie ro -e of I'. Li in. 111 rights organisations. 

I stilted my career In the year 1979 as an activist of the PUCL and was mewed hy some 
of BM good works done by the PUCL. In 1993, an opportunity arose to be b Vienna at 
the Second World Conference on Human Rights. It provided us a completely different 
view of how human iiv.li Is ore., ni.ation'. ii'crc ,iii;.ini<in); themselves in other countries 
of the world. There 1 realised thai the Stale can he monitored and [he Stale is indeed 
being monitored and made accountable in different parts of the world with a variety of 

There is also a huy,c croup which docs no: i cier lo il'clfas .1 particular organisation and 
it is them thai need cnmider.uiiin. These .ire llie Iv.n 11,11; ric-Ju- defenders. Many of those 
who are really chanipiouini; for the c.ui'C ,ii [111 111 .1:1 r lelus in I heir o'.vn ways do not even 
use the word human richi> 111 llicir l1.iv 1l.1v ■.v.'ik. The:c people cncMC/- .hemselvei: in 
pr.Hcctinc, pr.im.'h ic .111 J in-'nci ii.c lv.1111 1;-. :-ic.:i[> ii: rlicii- ciic.rive locations, Thus, 

network but also lo relubililate a variety of individuals. c.iiuin\ sc. lions of populations 
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sums, the pnlieios, :he -i t a 1 1 iK .h ill, 1 Si. iK' '\likli I.- .llI !.• .n c.i:,:-" poverty of iho entmti-y 
snd n1.ire.in.il|s.i1 ion ol i lie pnplil-il i>vs ir t h I -i co.inlri .ire i linked hy r ho suegi'slions 
y.it ii u' ^ J L" - -" t i ; u iiiun ■'■r'i . i _t|.M s orgi; us n ion s "'. t lies country. 

While we arelnolhi;;.ll K'.inllr r.idl- s Ol^.'.ni s.ll ions, il isinipnrUlil to pithlidyiCCngilisi' 

that there are organ is.it ions ivorknu: cidu-ivcly iviili ^immunities, i.e., ivith children, 
women, dalits. ri.liva-is. ;n'i v.ir'.. ivith dis.ilulhics, iniul niiimihics, people who are dis- 
placed ete. For the cui-renr discussion to he .in inhumed one ii is crucial thai we empha- 
sise repeatedly lii.ii ihese nrg.m is.:t i.v.s .ire. m.iio thin olien ni.irejii.ilised. and it should 

i'e [LU.llLv .Ickll.m lodged V-.il those m^.lnis.L vol .he .'n civil and oohlk.ll lights 
ol I lie people, should he gi. en ll .eii vim 1 likognili.'r.. Same ^.ies lo individuals v.iilkiiii: 
loi lighting i .inbi'.iiin.i!isru. A good I eg i ng i L U del en .1 i i: I he defenders will he 

all of US In reeoenjse n-itiou.i. Hid mlcliK'li.T.al s::in.l.n J.- csl .iNisllc.l hy .Hunan rights 



Along with this, the mosi important .md h.isic i . - s 1 1" .in organisation is not to forge! 
the ground work. II is the role of hum. m lights orgv.nisai ion in continue the day to day 
struggle on the si reet s. An nrg.yiis.il inn. illei lis gro.vih Hid its engagement with larger 
rolitioal questions, sho.dd rem.-.it: onniinil'.cd :.' oiigicc. iLiicerst.liid ,-.ud helieve in the 
i\n.c:v i ; I'cop.c v.jio ,uc ■ir.\'le.\: ::i the ;.e-k • ■: iiukino, Ihis .■ ■ l. i : : I v. Ih.is : Llz Lit :u d:c, 
equality, iVeedoni anil dignity .lie min e iiie.inine.iul in the J.- vie d.iy life oi the poorest of 
the poor. And, therefore, I I Inn k ihis iiuicliue is import, ml for us. '[lie human rights plat- 
form must permeate it.elf In the root, of; hi. country iinil which is owned hy everyone. 



and the Nl IRC thai they h.n 
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dures, (he process of ..rim inalis.'.l ion of human rights defender*. So, now il becomes our 

Finally, 3 platform for num. lu right, defender, e.s.'nti.cly need- to remind the courts of 
this cduntry-th.it they can no longer continue to sdoncc nc hy regis: wing cases against 
U5. While many of us arc engaged in aforesaid court cases, it remains the duty of those 
outside these cases ro espo.se the moving .may on he judiciary from the core of rights 
discourse in this Lotmiiy. Therefore, it « on Id he ,i huge adiieoenieiii for all of us if we are 
able to get together and lonstriKt a national level platforoi where m those who were ear- 
lier denied the -statu, of huo-.an rights d ore odors, lit: people who are engaged in labour 
issues, who arc e:\caged m r.n.irg vniu'^ .gainst :ho -..ages, ■'■ho are lighting casre dis 
u'iiniuatioii in dillcl eul H'sc-. *vl>" arc :o:l]l n.k: 1 1 1 .' I l '. I i '. ^•lui.ruig 111 dill earn I places, 
scho .lie continuing ^ru^le- In 'eim. oi la.l :or .evei ,il ■on s, ot who are ill jail, facing 
charges against them. Hoally, we should have ao organisation that preserves them and 
goal's Inr their rights. 
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There ire only two things that I would like to mention. First, there is 
absolutely no doubt that we need an organisation to work for human 
rights defender;. There is a dire necessity to stare an organisation like 
this. The necessity .irises because t ho rjii'iinmrai bodies thai arc responsible to 
protect human rights are not woiking I'roporly The hun-.L'.n rights commission 
(1 1R.C) tails to work in the manner that it should he working cespiie being an 
ape.i organisation in the field of preserving human liglus. Put, according to me, 
we should not take the human iit;hts commission as detune! and create a paral- 
lel organisation. 1 think we should rather try and devise ways to make the HRC 
more effective. We should devise ways to put more pressure on the government 
so that it makes the necessary charges in the Act, amend the law and put the 
people who are more effective in powerful positions; people whose mindset is 
more oriented LowoJs human, rights instead ui peoole woo are sitting there for 
their own purposes. And. thai should be the purpose of our organisation. 
Theotherpoinlisnfliaiuiliugthecasisoftlii 1 9X4 carnage in ndhi and parts of Punjab, 
I belong to the victim community and I knowhr.iv difficult it is for the victims to follow 
up these cases. 'Ihcy are always labile J as anti-nationals ot terrorists. In lDS4,whcn the 
congress had a two-third majority, wt still carried this tight forward in such hostile cir- 
cumstances. We had planned to let other people speak for us. It was people like Justice 
Sikrland others, speaking for us in the front white we wete in the background doing all 
the work on the field. That ishow we managed to lake this for war J, without being jailed 
for TADA or something like that. I think this is a scheme that can be followed in other 
cans also. 

TjjatisJcttheotherhLmanrighttactivistscomeandspeakonbehalfofthevirtimcc.nl- 
munityandthe victims theiiiwhcs .should he there in ihe background. 1 would request 
this organisation to probably have some, kind of screening committee so that when we 
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Many of as said that whenever uv talk about human ■"ipits aetiviun, we are labelled as 
anti-nation ah. Ifwc hrinj for ward peoola who are known to hive a liberal view and per- 
suade those people :o I:p the Issues, it ■.vlll have .: kue.e i:\:paet on the media and 
also on the general (.uhlii. For example, "ben ksiiee Sisri and Soiabjj spoke for 1984 
carnage, the people heard them and it made ait imp.ut. SeeeiHlly, whether we succeed 
or we do nnt succeed, it is immaterial. We have to raise our vone and carry on the fight. 
One day or annthct we "'ill sui.ved. Keep in;; The is^.n' akve. regime, it again and again is 
a success r.y nsell. Ilmugli we have not .siueeeded m aihievi-^ i he eo-.,ictioji ol the no- 
litical leaders involved in IW-I carnage, we have speeded hi [Liming their political ca- 
veevs- Tliey ate Lee''^i;]'eLi .is iii.iss niuiLii'teis ii;ii Lojiiiv.iltLrs i-l heiii''ii> etiinei; .Igaiijst 
humanity. At least we have succeeded in that and that is why we should continue to fight 
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Ifiierdifo lirriw'mjiIiiisi.Ydl^iM'i, ambush of human 
rights defenders by the Stale or the vietimlser needs to 
be addressed as the key impediment in the establishment 
i'f'n [MSI s.'f li'/v. Hie mttlttal iii7i.w(.'itim>M[;.( [iljanler, 
working; in separate purls of lite eeuntrr tan lit lui'llitr 
ADV.RSUA1NS suppiii t.-J \n- r.iL-i'i$ puMU opinion aboul this much 



The moment one uses the phrase 'human rights', it immediately invokes 
jn idea that one is going after some important person, some polite of- 
ficer, a rich man, or a criminal. Human rights, after all, does mean that 
one is standing by the victim anil trying to help him ''her. Therefore, once we try 
to corner these importan: peop-C. ;.t ."■Lie ■:ae.c or the other, ihese people turn 
around and show their criminal side. Say a police officer will ultimately threaten 
you with physical harm or a rich corrupt businessman will show you his mafia 
connections. In Punjab, since the case ol'ja-w.ir.; Sngh K h.il; .1. the open killings 
have decreased consider.! cW. hut : :ii!l. '.whenever one has .: witness to follow up 
on or any other impo riant c.ise. one h,is in race false imp licit ions in cases bor- 
dering around plant, nc !![ K\ or pi. ml inc. oigh c\.plo;ivc::. Tragically, in law we 
h.oe limited means !<■■ save I lies; peonle and none to save ourselves. 
Recently 1 similar ini/idem happen id with .111 aLiuii.nii.i nee of mine who has been active 
in this ficlct for the list l> years. I in persenallv grappling with ill; task of saving him. 
But there is little that can he done, i Ic already got himself acquitted in fifteen serious eas- 
es. Yet again he finds himself accused in a RDX ease. This lime he h.is not surrendered. 
No other counlry is ready in ghv him asylum Kvause the moment you are charged with 

activists because the mom em be does, they will in .mused of sheltering a dangerous 
person. As such, -1 person m su Ji i ^Uii.n i^ii :1.1s m' oihei slink 1' hut to surrender and 
ie^u['l miiiue. uid spend lim. 1 ii: in) lei ill. 1 uc.\( .s. to 10 years. 

can mactivistJefeiidliimself/hcrself? They tan eitherleave the field orleave the state. A 
working pmprihalciml J be to 111.m1t.1m a netw.-i k imoiiiist delimdets spread thrnughnut 
the country, such that when one activist is ficing heat in one part of rhc country, he can 
be moved to another safer lociiion. [lie resources 1.111 cither be generated or be drawn 
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[I neeJs In he re-emphasised ilut llie .iinlm-'i ,if human rights defenders by the Stale 
or the victimiser needs to lie addressed is the key Impediment in the establishment of 
a just society. Hie mutual network .oioi'.gsl defenders working 1:1 separate r a[h of tlie 
country can be further st.poorr.v. hy raising public opinion about this much neglected 
issue. One cttcetive <\av can he In 1 ^irrvi:^ e.:i pri e.ire i:^ ;:.: ig.it ions .m.i publish i:i^ .i 
largely documented |'.ir.il Il'I i l- : ■ i - i t . deemed uLlli .rjtlu.rii c. using witnesses. Once hoth 
the reports, the police and ilu- 1' rival l' one, ire filed, boih trials ..in run simultaneously. 
There are, of course, problems with tin. approach tm. It needs an abnormal amount of 

ever, the import ol tin u i inth. i i mi measures like this are utilised 



nation to jhii ihi. network inio :m [-k-i nt ni .it n- n. \W ..re a -unity ivithso many Jin 
sions that one or the other strategy is certain to work provided the necessary tilenl 
resources are put hi. It is an accepted fact that there is no lack of commitment to 
..rase Inil. it llle risk .::i|-L;iriiig l eiieli:! 1 . l'. lei all .'I lis i e:iiei:iher i hii eOetLllii.i:Liin 
net iv., i km." lie the ke.w.::.ls ;., [iL.'ke .1 sli .11^ lielen.e ^vs:en: foi .utLvisl-i t., hen 
o P ,„«...l 



Copyrighted malarial 




If this is a country that respects the ruleoflawand liie 
rights of its citizens and follows the Constitution, then it 
has nothing to fear rri repeniius; the Armed Forces Special 
Powers Act, I9SS. Vic police officer is no different than 
thestreet vendor or army official. If every one is equal 
ADV. SATNAM before the eyes of the law, let the law test and judge who is 

SINGH responsible for siting outside the law. 



I after a sixteen year long at r ll (j , in the cut of l.'.swant Singh Khalra and 
.^LJthe convictions of some of (he polks olhccis rssrinisLhle. The sacrifice 
which Sardar Kli.tba m.uio is p.irli'c.il.irly : m? (..ri.nl for the legacy of human 
rights in Punjab, ,15 ii was the only way that '.he true honor of what took place in 
Punjab during !9S-- 1.' 1995, could be ronvejed and demons! rated to India and 
the internal ion a I community. It is exlremely ironic thai the sacrifice of a life is 
the only means to show the ivorld th.n m those ,hrk days a Punjab police officer 
can knock at the door oia house at 2 o'clock in ihe morning, forcibly abduct and 
take your son away, nor to die police ft ah on but to sum-.. 1 1 local detention centre, 
torlure and interrogate him lot 4-5 Jays, have his hands tied behind his back 
and kill him at point blank ranee, and later duped as a police encounter. Earlier 
nobody could understand o- even believe what was happening. Sardar Khalrj 
dedicated his life, which met a torturous end, just to convey this true situation 
of Punjab. 

In 1007, while working on human rights documentation, we travelled around the coun- 
try. We went to thesrales of Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu,Andhra Pradesh, Punjab and also 
li.iil llie OfmoruiruU' o: in-eMeiing ivilh tin- vie: ico Kashmir, 'l". " I i :n ..va- realised linns 
tins experience 'Ii.ii I'm:].,; 1 .1 onieij'le !, ]■ .1 tried .-no :e>tc.l theory: when there are 
tri'uhlcsi^iiie :iiii|..'riu v ' tli.i: liie ^:,.k- leit irJ^ as "va|.ve].'ivc' L iir '' .iiiti-natirnal " the best 
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struggle, people after people, the same atrocities arc being ignored aHacross tola and 
very little seems to be done about it. Chhattisgarh had appointed KPS Gill as a security 
advisor to help "i.khle ' die l\a elites iib .Viif'. I]., 1 i.i' i dial ibis ]iois.io, a known perpe- 
tTLiinr ot such violation 111 I'noiab. i- oeing .onried hv 'i.no poMr.nns. instead of being 
chared with oiicnecs shoves the country the situation we arc all in. During my practice 
in Loudun [ have no: c.'.pctiiTiced l:iyv,:icie near L'.c !Jnd o: . jiiic.dlics thai activists, 
lawyers and social groups face in this country. 

Today ifone looks outside b-.d:.'., tin general ncricptinn isihat lml i.i is a vibrant democ- 
racy, with an adherence to tin- rule of law and respect for the rights of its citizens. The 
litmus test oftco applied is by looking at lrii.Li.in st.md.udi in comparison with India's 
neigh hours. I 'o ki.st.ii i . t_ii mi and iUuiiia, India is heller or: ^mipared to it's neighbours 
.■[ i kj;4HMi.il p.uvcrs j:i Sl'illic-IsI Am i. India indeed, has a comparatively better record, 
but the iiltenutioii.il cunini'.uiily .rod media need to attend event.'- like this. If this is a 
country that respects the rule of law, the right-: nf Us citijens and fo Hows the Constitu- 
tion, then it has nothing to fear in repealing the Armed noiees Special I'owersAct, lyS8. 
llie pnllce n:ricL'r is n,' d.llcier.L 1c '.he ■ :icl , 1 • eiK.or :iitn.- ,-i:icial. II every one is cuual 
hctorc the eyes ol llie l.lv.-, le Kile l.c.v les: and paccc w:io :s icy.'.jisn'lc tor .Ictiui: outside 
the law. 

There was a question asked by one of our younger friends earlier dial "are not you hu- 
man rights activists regarded as acting outside the law?" Well, we condemn anyone who 
acts outside the law. As lawyers we act within the permits of the law that give us certain 




In thelate90's, the Punjab human rigbls activists tried valiantly to try establish a People's 
Commission, to cvaminc these viohuiniis- led by ret bed Judge. 'litis attempt was scup- 
pered following the intervention of the i'un|ab and 1 laryana High Court. Unfortunately, 
Lie mechanisms thai arc supp.^.'d :u uitcMi.ili-.'Lidlc pin lee' a]i people, arc lacking. Alter 
every Iking thai Lim-cucl :u Mi L.ini'... 'vi'cie .cl :s veil kn.iv-ii .-,:i.l documented and the 
collective will of I N could demand an independent iiiip.iirv in Sri L.nikj, it did not take 
place. I'm afraid, thai I lie hope lh.it we would have done -nniclhini; foi Punjab, Kashmir 
or all the conflict stairs ion ks all the m. Te forlorn. If lliese iiinllicl Mates contained oil or 
ii'tilev were sttategic.div imp ..|-:iu J , to Lie ■vestcru cocnuics, mavhc the dyninnes would 
change as they have in the Arab countries. 

We wil; be discussing v.h.u cm he done. \\c Clonic. Like oope Iron: lile.se events, both 
national and international, as it was quite coirectly noted by I ienri lliat when facts are 
documented they become a database. Kccurdiui; and preserving mrr history is one of 
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the things thai we as a community, the Sikh community, must learn. Sikhs arc known for 

time to record histoiv. It' imiSiiug else, of the los.'ns oldm happened ill Punjab 

Documentation is very important. Whether or not the courts or the judiciary listens, 
acts, or implements, its important that future generations should inoir how these pen- 
pie, in their hundreds .111 J thousands have su id'red trrriNy in rhe modern history of 
India. For those who ire minked in academic work, not necessarily lawyers, it is impor- 
tant to go to these areas. nul diHtimeiii this history. Winn we l jm( ji.uk in India in 2009, 
we spoke to our friend. ,mJ colleagues hen.'. "I In- htigatimi. which 1 will refer to as tlie 
"Khalia cases" where evidence ot"iii« ■■ killing .sn J secret ere mat ions were uncovered. 
I lu' \ M KL' pidgeuieiiK in 'his ease weic a depressing rcid- Wiicu . utinis and aetivisls 
fried 10 s.ly in a sttong .oko lll.lt this iv. Is mil u'iilii'c.1 lo jinl 1 li iu c uvin.lt inn grounds 
and that it happened thrnu glnmt 1'aui.iK it fell mi Jc.it' oars. The judiciary dismissed .1 
wider enouh-y en mending thai it was "talk in ihe wind'' ami thai there was no evidence. 



people suffered twice in M'17 and alter lliey l.ecarne suit targets and easy prey, 

"llieir sutler int; ko.c.v no hounds. i\',' understood Horn tile uiv.i mentation work that il- 
literacy, not understanding M-ir riciit-. v.- .in octcc our o; :iic .rhj.-c: poverty when tire 
main hrcad winner is killed or disappeared hv I in polite. Punjah is regarded as one of 
the most affluent stales in India. The area I originally hii: from has a ImgeNRI diaspora. 
Its a tale of two Punjabs. Travel to the worst aliens pans of State violence - Amrltsar, 
Gurdaspur, Finw.pux ■ and there irepe.iplc living as tSicv Slave done since the past 20-2S 

1 just wanted to share some ot these thing.:. Also, 1 want to re iterate the significance of 
having access to media, digital recording equipment and so many other ways of docu- 
menting human rig'nls viol. u ions in j digit 1 1 ago. il i. iniporlanl I ha I victims' testimonies 
are recorded in placid like Chli.illisgirh an J lharkh.md. Ah lire horror stories that we 
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there was not a single |>ers,>,nvlm w™ killed who was not bum and brought tip in Pnn- 
1-ib. jt is itiipnrt.riii thai ii c share esi>eneiiee.\ v;e lioaiiiu'in listory. and .-.e nn away hum 
this with all the useful suctions ih.u are Jeer.led .is strait pes, whether it is Litigation or 
even in st making tile media understand. 

Tilt other important aspesi is tli.ii the iiuisi.je world needs 10 undetsijnd what is hap- 
pening in India. There is a rwo-tier liulij. 'there is rhisinher side where the world at this 
moment considers India ro I'.' deivl.y ii'.g tinni srreogrh to s.reng:h. rhn would thangc 
: v dv,.-nv.iL.s tin' v. .^i ld. I lie-i rlv;i\' ' ^orl M iX'ine -'e "'ere iv vi'i ill nl yen under 
stand muth heller than [ do. Tire world needs t.: understand it and hear il. 
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W I Lawyers tudii' huii'/ri ili;(en J ifji'iufr/ii's .J ml jJii mil mi'Iv 
iJ^W'aC "taw' ■■ Htfiidcn but mhal about the people who are not 

!_J I ii-urnnl in L'iiIl'ss .1 system is farmed where we til- 

ADV. NAVK1RAN »Mc '» raefconse flit probkms wearefaciagani we arc 

SINGH "''I'' I" 'le'p ™c* other, fff'ln'ng is going to cnomje. 



The organisation I represent here is Lawyers for Human Rights Interna- 
tional. This organisation .Mine inlo i^isletice when we lost four of our 
lawyer co I l-aac. Lies uno were killed In- the Punjab police. All that those 
lawyers were Join;: "'.is handling hiLni.ni rights vasos; one of ihem was killed 
along with his wife and a three -and -half-year- old child. WblJO we reahsed that 
this is the situation and that we need to protect ourselves from this potential 
threat, we formed this cri;aL-iisalio[i Once this uigaiii.s.n iur. too'-: shape, nDt only 
were we able to stop the killing* but we were also able lo secure justice for the 
lawyer families and get those police oiliciab. he hind -.in and get the victimised 
families compensated. Thereafter, we took up the work of protecting the rights 
of the individuals, and now I his organisation li.is been working for more than 
IS years. Primarily we take up cases on behalf of people who are very poor, and 
who cannot access ihc courts, and provide '.heir, v. iui free legal aid. We also tile 
P1L & get matters marked to the CBI. 

Recently we took up malm; wherein .1 Punjab noli,.- nSP, who mi dismissed an J was 
a proclaimed offender in three cases, was openly living in a city .if Punjab and was run- 
ning a scs racket along wirh his two sons. When it came to our notice about two months 
ago, we filed a P1L and were able to get the matter forwarded to the CBI. Hopefully, the 
DSP would he arrested and his sons would he behind bars too. We have been doing this 
work on our own in this manner and the most wonderful part of the story is that we are 
not funded by anyone. We have not accepted any funds, nationally or internationally, 
till today. We do not have a hank account and we do not need any funds because we are 
lawyers and we arc able to w.v yeople Ihtouyh our yiofesswu. '-jiat is the beauty of it. I 
think il ive can loliuul'lc- -..'[act I link: 10 u.dei Jdcjid .'Lii pelvis, i: ^.111 he leallv lluillul. 
Whenever we have met the defenders, I have always pointed out that we must co-or- 
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ourselves? l.awyei s l-now ho..- In delen J themselves ■]■ I leall 1 .' need Jefeodei h. 

Hit wll.n ahoul I hi 1 people who are 1 1 lined III l..w? I'nles' .1 Hyll'lll I' fill Mied wliei'.' 

we ate able to enhance the problems we are t'aeine, and we are able lo help eaeli other, 
nothing is going to change. 

Personally, .is .1 human I hakt- l.'wver I i;.'..e Mer.i police .'[keials ! '.v.ii In in; lih- Tti-j Insl 
was in 1991, when 1 was i.ildni; one of my Jieuls who iv .is .injiiiuej Iroiu (lie tout I. Hie 
police wanted to take him in heeatise .it th.it time whenever .1 Sikh youth wa.s acquitted 
lie wis again .ikkure.1 by the peine ami killed m a false ene.iunior. We wanted to stop 
tll.lt. So, the lawyers 1ml lOlnr.ahs'.s el 111 e together. It '.v-i' .1 .lie when 1 young hoy was t.i 
;i aeeeill ed. ■.■ 1: ..e^i.ieo :l i.lL he w..i:ki ie .e.nej it: a l.i" ..ml driven away and the 
test ivonkl lie taken o.-te A- I "as .1 yeoneei pers.n: in <•■>'> I . I ni.ule hini sit in my ear and 
tile police came in Itool ol 01 e. in youth, y mil do not seL what y.in do, so I hit them and I 
ran away with my ear. They si ailed slum: in,; birn behind .lml In nh ofus barely survived. 
Another lawyer's car was hit and the 'i'Likel ::it the :i.lek glass and c;ane through the front 



however, did nut succeed an. I the ;ndieiary wa- good enough to lile .1 eompl.unt in 

with me. So it is not that the system does not work. We have to sec that wc Jo not ti 
any lines ourselves. \\\' lire J 10 he foLUSM.d and need l.i ensure 'hat our ideas are m 
tested despile fneiue; threats and hurdles. 
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lUT»/l/l«(.-.iifSill I.U.J,,.;,.- 

niioa? Why Kashmir fails to 
'. We nra il In ga beyond this 



When I was arrested under Official Secrets Act (OSA) in 2002, one 
MP raised a question in the Parliament wanted io know the cir- 
cumstances and the cause that led tO my arrest. Siftei explaining IK 
version, [lie govern me r,1 Lil.iily amdlid.V ilia: [ho iotiroaiist was arroSIO.l keep- 
ing in view the "n.ilinn.ii hilereM' A lie:- eigji: nionibs. when 1 lie government fi- 
nally realised its Wn r.dev. thinks io a sustained c.impa.gn by fi-i ends in media and 
within political class, and r#le,ist'il li!.- after eighi in.. nll« .. I" incarceration, again 
a question was raised m iho IVrliameii:. Some Mi" wanted to know the reasons 
behind my release. A terse reply from the Ministry of Home Affairs was, "the 
journalist was released in :he ruhhc interest." [t may seem very comical. But the 
fact is that the gulf hot ween '.he national interest, .is peiceived by the security 
agencies and governments, and the public interest is widening. 
Kkr^piii^; the laicci I'ch'.k.'i .lis|'Li^ .lm.Ic. ■•liuiie.L-i e.c^iou • n: kaduuir art lit LI, tbo 
participation oi pcple in tl^c lIclI i.'ns ;> cel-eh ale.! in New ! >e.l:i .1' a "Icslival ot de- 
mocracy* But the irony is that when, the j.o'iik.il paiiies, whether it is the National 

against them. Durine its election ciiup.i;en. iiic Ml.' had promised to withdraw draco- 
nian Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA).Hie POP had called for dcmilitrisaticn 

One of the senior army officers was pleading that if AF5PA was lilted from central 

argued that if the law was revoked, Kashmir would get independence by 2016. In fact, 
they want to believe tli.it Kashmir u with India only because of army. There arc 62 bat- 
talions of Hashtriya liilles, :hrce ini.-uliy hieade.. devoted for the counter- insurgency 
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Media is an important iwl in tin' hands ol human lights defen ders. In fact, media itself 
is duty bound to lliehliejil human lighls ak:ses and I he w;iik ;if civil rights defenders. 
Hut media lias been selestive in lending .1 helping hand when il tomes In human rights 
defenders, as rHt past e<perience shows. 

One of the classic vases is that of Air. Miqhool .Sabil. [ was somehow in directly involved 



aerial photographs a:-.d ..rJui; those to the IS: .cross the border. Newspapers in Srina- 

were addressed. It I I i,v : n I J taken someaerial photographs, somebody 

must have lent him a helicopter and that needed in he darilied. Only one newspaper 
published formjammu punlishe.l 1 E 1 L >. pressrelease. 

Once I was hack in Delhi, [ alongiwih .1 senior codeague of finij.iFi li.Ypre.ss confronted 
the then Chief Minister Mr. Mufti Mohd Sayced. who had come to attend the plan- 
ning commission meeting. He promised to get derails and also tint he would ask the 
director general of p. 1 lite to gel in louch with us. lie did so and also advised us, "in the 
interest of safety and earl; release ol'Saliil," not to raise hackles. He even said that the 
case belonged to army wlii.li had not handed over any materia: against Shall to Police 
thill then. He futher said that if the ease was highlighted imneoessarily, there was pos- 
sibility of some lta:t agen-y manufacturing s'videe.ce .-.gams; him. Alter three months, 
prosecution inuld 110I uie :. • h.ugesh eel against Shan, ai any oilier si. He a hah i I would 
been granted hail. Inn, Instead of 1 eleasinj; him, In: was honked under the Public Safety 
Act (PSA) and this pi even tisv deiention was repealed and i e< s\led for almost three and 
a half years. The ]amrau & Kashmir High Court quashed his detention three or four 
limes but got no relief, 

some construction works in the newly set up e.unp al degree eollege hostel. One of the 
boys, who had recently gol in aopninln-.em as a government teacher, refused to work as 
a labourer. A soldier thrashed him and fractured his arm. Ken day all hoys were handed 
over to their parents, hut the iitficer iiieli.u ge refused m release this hoy. arguing the mili- 
tarydnctor was curing his iiaeiu led ami and thai he would he released alter he recovered 
from injury. 

liut to his misfortune, a brigadier was 10:1 l ing the area, ile t eo k strong objection to the 



After six months, they got a post card from the rdhimpur Jail. They came to know that 
their son was in the jail :ioeked under I In' PSA. 'ill,' parents .ippre.nhed i ou it, which, 
after taking some si\ months juashed the detention. Iv.it. msread of releasing him. an- 
other case unde I'SA was s.apoed agains him. 'I ills l is recv.ied and repeiie d for nver 
seven years-Meanwhile, his parents died. Tin; only answer from police was that this hoy 
had been handed over In 1 hem hy the army .in J. therefore, unless they got .1 signal from 
the army, they wouldn't let him go. 

Coming to the media, you have seen what happened to the freedom of the media in 
any institutional support from anywhere. That is a ease in point in itself. In 2008, with 

caseandissucdsome ot ouncilasto 

that these tilings happened everywhere hi ennilin /ones. Just Jays hefore, there was a 
press council meet ing, where I his issue was hinugilt up .nid the thief minister had given 
a detailed reply as to why the five Join nf rhe press was curbed last year: why some media 
organisations had te cease :heir publications. They said tha: now that a reply had been 
given, we should accept it and close the ease. 

The same press council, when in a similar .sitiiatimi in some other parts of the country 
3-4 years hatk, went to the tapit.il of that si .1 1 e and suiioued there for a week. They 
summoned the thief secretary .;ud the n(.[' of thai stale. As the Press Council of India 
had tome to the state capital it was an eneeuragement for the lot.il media. Ihey actually 
got to know that thevwere par: el" a system. Only retently 1 read in a newspaper that the 
National Commission (or Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has taken a suo moto 
tasenfaSaiiiik Ssliiinl iiilh jinii T.il.ii;,i of [haiU'i:, J, where some ragging was going on 
against some minors. The X'CPCR took suo moto itt ion and issued notices to the prin- 
cipal of S'ainik School and even summoned him to Delhi. But I fail to understand why 
the same NCPCR ignored the report ofthc Asian Centre for Human Rights on the issue 
of how the juveniles were being treated hi Kashmir. Hie heart rendering photographs, 

centres. Why do the same national media, the NCPCR or such institutions not take 
u'gnisance nl ihcse . ases In Kashmir Is heyom] an. sine's 1.1 mi prehension? Why Kashmii 
fails to get any irisiuuiien.il suppori ? We need 10 go be.ond this seminar to look for 
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Bat the real worrying thing, if one sees what is happening 
in rcrclii years, is ld.il while the situation is described 
J> rinpHwiirs:. Jlrri lire .ictii.illv listen in I rinrtri'is ,irj 
/ire m.di.i iu Kiishim'ruirfJI iv/crliiTcsjwrificiiKrtn III.' 
loiill media. Tfii.< 'm.- rM,uI,' ft ur.'i,' .;jr,I were iIJ,'[.nlJ _/m 
Kic wort o/liurrmii rFjjftfi bemuse after all human rights 
defenders nee only a tiny minority tin tl their work gets a 



SANJAYKAK 

liM.rviii^irf 
rJiiLi.iM.Nl.in 
Him Maker 



the media. 




am heri? as a film-maker, ami don't really iomo here with any real authority, 



except thai people who are described as human rights defenders are those 



JLfrom whom ont learns, continuously, and for whom one has a great deal of 
respect. 1 am also not gill rig to :ry to speas with any author.ty on the situation of 
the human rights Jei'cnJcrs in Kashmir but ! Jo want to make a few comments, 
which is basically lion; the staiutpom: of how I see the situation in Kashmir from 
Delhi. Mine is the view from Delhi as a Kashmiri. 

I think that the sita.nion rffii-l'lt who work ir. ihc urea ri';]Lras:i rights in Kashmir is 
always quite symbolic of ihc wider situation and thai wider situation in Kashmir is 
shaped hy a veryparticularpoliticalsituatlnn. In some sensethisfs what distinguishes the 
situation ofhuman rights deknukr. io Kashmir from those in nl her parts of the country. 
There has been a conversation about AFSPA (Armed Forces Special Power Act) last year 
both in the context of Manipur and Kashmir and of course it is visibly a very draconian 
law, and draws attcni^-iii u-icll !"■>" rhe '.-.vv u ai'-'O' iion c mi: missioned others, the 
authority lo shoot and to kill. In Kashmir wliai is probably much more significant is the 
Public Safety Act that is used to Imprison, and continuously intimidate and harass all 
kinds of people, particularly those who might he desci ilu'.l as human rights defenders. 
One of the problems is that those who are describe.! as Imm.m right s defenders in Kash- 
mir have always been isolated from the wider community of people who work in hu- 
man rights in the Indian sub- continent and that has something to do with the political 
nature of the demands there, Heeause that always complicates things. I think we had this 
conversation some months ago, when the possibility of AFSTA being applied in Chhat- 
tisgarh (Central India) first came up, and there was this chorus, "we cannot use AFSPA 
against our own people", h.vplc- hive rein.-, ike. 1 upon tin., that u clearly implies that the 
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the situation is described as improving, ilivy jiv .utu.ill y lightening controls on the me- 
dia in Kashmir ao J 1 refer here specifically to tlu' hi.:al media, 'ill is has nude it more and 
more difficult for the v.-nrk a: human rightshecar.se r.tter .ill tiimj" rights defenders arc 
."in 1 y i tiny miE-,onty and ; h.ir iv.-ik gau .: .aitaii: kii-d ;-i ml ^teiia:KC .*nly horn c > p o -i ij r ^ 
ill the media. Over the lasi couple »l'hou-s ih.n 1 Ii.u l- hctn listening here, its . ]it ite obvi- 
ous that there is j growing leluel.uKC ■■f'llie media in actually engage ivilli issues of hu- 
man rights. Sometimes I think t:iat tliv p.'.itia. atteiitmn th.it rile media gives in Kashmir, 

the lnc.il media m ^:ici[ ccmmi kinds nt reporting, 

Jharkhand or in any other part, it is jut tli.n tlu- . onteits .re diilerent. So, I think it is 
resolution in Kashmir, a, i.l tha: -h- i.suc .-flr.im.ii-. l ights m i; .-..mr.ii- is intricately tied in 

The whole ranges of illegal laws are used with such impunity and have been no used with 
impunity for twenty years whereby PSA orders are Issued even when the charges are not 

of aSeriou* nature. The Li, I tha: yu h.iiVr sep.ir.iliM .e.ilimem. in itself isc.msidered 

spent the last one and a half years under I'SA in jail for inciting people on Faccbook, 
s:lI l.-r ni-gaiiisme. a senirar. Ill ei •■t-.'ie. I :h:ns it is :i upon am t.i Lake aw.'v die ii..; kv.1 
'illegality fnmi tlu--e laws, n hidi lusiijlly all.m ilu- polkc tn iusi pick up anybody and 
put them a way. 

We are not just hHikinj.il Ihiiii.mi right* violations when we talk about Kashmir, hut we 
are talking about a sys:emic abuse, which applies to everything, -til ether it is the use of 
law, the judiciary or che manipulation of the media. I think the impmtaut point to draw 
Irmn the experience ol Kasi'iiiir is how run, li ol ■.. hit we see as Iv.iiiian r ignis violal ions 
is actually constructed inio ilu- svsivm of governance ol" Kashmir. 



57| 



Copyrighted malaria 1 




PARVEENA 
AHANGAR 

FewdcrAPD?, 



ii 21 years and 1 am still fighting to km) 
•neyj I/uK need my child back. The situ 
d ail FIR filed for someone or the other. 



Since I99i>t my san li. is been mi. -sing. In IW, I formed .111 association (As- 
sociation of Parents of Disappeared Persons orAPDP) and Sled a case in 
the high court for Iwl'e.r- corpm. Tlic- I,ih>xts ilu-re «rrt lighting [lie case 
for free. Since 1 997 my file is pending. 

II seems dial there are laws binding l&e dvtiliWf in Kashmir, bttl Ihere are no laws what- 
soever governing the seeuriry forces. It ha- been 21 yeur..ind I am still lighting ro know 
the whereabouts of my Sim. 1 do not need a job, neither do I need money; I just need my 
child hack. Hie. situation in Kashmir is .such that almost everybody has a missing report 
and an FIR filed for someone or the other. In these 21 years, I have been to every village 
and district In the state and we have collectively decided to fight for justice along with 
other victims. 

Around ] 5-30 victims from these villages and districts took an initiative with me and ive 
organised many meeting- in my house. I his went on for about three to fouryears. After- 
wards, these victims List the v. ill n- right in. un Mining that there was n.i us; of lighting as 
there was nobody to lister to their woes. 

Afterwards, they decided to hold meetings in parks in groups every 25 days. Then I 
started holding rail iv- ju.l hunger -I rife. l,u the t.uise. On one such occasion around .10 
women. Including mv^el:. '.ere mil m >:■:[ .in.l der.iinc.l till evening. The or.lerwu- passed 
in the court hut the ;u.f_e ^re-idin-z. 'ver :hj miner retire J and then I went to the state 
home olhee. Alier nn. roee:vii-:gin;.- p,v;.li. e re^| o,i :e lr.-.|ii :here I ivent us (he high eocrl 
but the high court also did not do anything. 

We were nlfered one lakh rupee- in I he form iifciMiipen-.ition hui wlial would [do with 
that money. I did not want money, I wanted just ice. [ took a picture of my child along 
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airily forces pick up kids now an J then and some of these kid. h.ii'e disappear forever. 
We demand justice .uid want the tavern merit and tlie authorities to look for our kids 
and find them. Our mi-siira, childiT:; air njifoniioilityof the f, . iv em merit since they 
were the ones who had taken rlicm I'.vav with mil e.ivin;;us any -e.isotr for their action, 
lire security forces do not appear in the niurt and til en tliev claim that the case is one- 
sided. I have fought lor 21 years lor my child. If my ihiki lus heen picked up by the 
security agencies, llu'o I demand thai sh,') dionld eel him to lliecmrrl and the court will 
dec[are whether he is guilty or not. 

1 will die, but ] will se be soiree, 'liie media ins heen very corner. Hive hut the bottom 
hi:e :s ::rii inv cjii^l is r:,'t l-.:ci; vet. \\ l '.voulc n-.'t he i:: c.vitr.'l i l jar sircatioi: urdass s'.c 
fin J a solution to our prohlem. I am not done; many people arc with me. 
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I am a lawyer anil [lie Secretary Gene r.d of thej.mimii Si Kashmir High Court 
Bar Association for tli-.' past five yearf. ! jin personally .1 victim of human 
rights viotaiions 1 1 ! ■■ de feuding [lie viciim.s. 1 li.iv if personally dealt with more 
than 10,000 bote emJJHi petitions in the Jammg & Kashmir High Court along 
with thousands of matters of appeals, i and a colleague, who works with me, 
were detained last year under flic provision:; or the i'uhli: Safety Act (PSA). 
Hie president of the bar association, Miyan Abdul Qayoom, was detained on the 7th 
of July, 2010 and I ivas picked up by the forces on the 17th July, 2010. 1 was taken from 
Srinagar ro a faraway pl-^c rm.ir Bujouri, -iSO iin .ovay fr.nn my home. I was in custody 
there for two months. The Jammu tt Kashmir High Court quashed my detention orders 

d th p I I I tl eotfences 

under the Section 376 of 1 PC were also kepi. 

Hie third detention order was imposed upon rue and I was .ijj.iin .hilled from Srinagar 
to Jammu which is .100 km from my home. There, I suffered for another three months, 
so the total detention period wasmore than nine months in the year 2010. 1 started with 
tills background because 1 feel it is pertinent to say thai once you try to become wise of 
the ivisesl, von have |... yjilci. kil .is .1 he nil ji hciii'C.. .is a con-cicii:ii'u- citi/cn ol Ijmniu 
& Kashmir, Ivc have lIuwcii to act on he halt of the voi L clcss, ivlui ever the conscciuences. 
livci y In man :igh:- -iru.iii. n h.i. a haekcj omul io ii, so Ka-hiuii loo hi- to he taken in 

Kashmir that 1 would describe it as hell onfire because of the gravity and magnitude of 
these violations. The ,|ucstion arises, Why; I personally feci that it is a political thought 
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across the globe and a hard reality accepted at the international level that Kashmir is a 
zone of conflict, it is a dispute between India and Pakistan in which India has fought 
three wan and the i lik le.it d.i-li i.inuoi he ruled out. 

ISM Clinton, in a statement in Delhi, said that India and Pakistan are two hostile enemies, 
hostile states, and joy mis.jlrub.tiot'. ear. Lm J tii any nuvloar clash in the suh- continent 
because of the differences on kishonr. linth the countries tend to claim at international 
platforms that both are addressing all the Mineral issues inclv.d-.ng that of Janirau & 
Kashmir. However, nnn-addressal and noii hearing i-l rlu- people ol'Janimu St Kashmir 
in this dispute resolution mechanism has given rise lo i lie ljih- f.n ihe people to agitate, 
ido not feel ashamed of being part of a society which claims freedom, which claims the 
dispensation of the dispute io accordance with the .ispirati.ms of the people, preferably 
in accordance with the United Nations resolutions of 13th January, 1949, along with 




Rue to armed contliL-T .luring the past j(i yo.irs. the army ii lighting against the militancy. 
India is not readily agreeing to resolve the dispute with Kashmir hut we Kashmirisarc a 

basis of human values and democratic law. In the past 20 years, I have taken no gun in my 

illgagun.lhave acted as a lawyer -nii.e WS) ami [ have contributed tnwards serving the 
people. In Kashmir, : lie hum in rgb'< vi.' la tic are marked lie random im: extrajudicial 
ktlli:ii;s. \ V'e are i, ii-ie-.:iv4 thi' ^hiT'.-'mei::';! ^i^l I >cco:ilII,, pe.iple are arrested 
atiJ l:ieu lllev Ji'.lji]ielt in Las'.iKlv aiul w-l 1 .ii l 1 vkieles^ .is 1,. ivlieie ll.l'L they ^•Hie. 
Parveena's son Javed was picked up in 1990 by special npcration group forces and he 
disappeared from their custody. She has been crying for justice since then. She wants 
one glimpse of her son, just to know for. sure ifheisdead or alive. Almost 57 mass graves 

human rights commission 11 e.fjammu& Kashmir. Hie iniei ; -i.-nal elforts forced them 
to act and they haw discovered more than 27M mass graves. We are certain that there 
are unidentified and unm.iried grate., where our sons daughters and fathers are huried. 
Approximately, Ht.oiKi people are missing since I99H. Arbitrary and random arrests arc 
another aspect of the problem. 

I think we have created history in the sense that for the first time the president of the bar 
association and the secretary of the bar association of the high court are imprisoned, 
detained ruthlessly in violation of a court order. So, it is the first time in the world history 
of lawyers. Also, there ts mother aspeei to the problem 1 witnessed last week. Around Ml 
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signed by his ]ki i ciit-i. i in :hese uvenilc.s <vc:o Up: 111 p;'l>c.' ■ u.^ody. Such is the plight 
.i( ibc people in Kashmir. 

Last year, in the aftermath m the pas: years, wo have faced a lot Lit":™ hie. Thou sands and 
thousands of hoys hive ho.i'- pirsed up. ineorpmiteJ in police si a! ions. Hie gravity and 
magnitude of ihcse eiolaiinns can lie determined by lite presence of tIil- fortes. We have 
estimated that 111 than :ulf a million armed forces arc .-.tatioiie.l in Jam mo & Kashmir. 
Then, there are para- military force. hU rSor.ier Scciiriry r™, t 'entral Industrial Secu- 
rity Force, the lndo Tibetan force, Central lieserve Police Force, ilie state government 
lias created its own machine: .-. The J ircior gciier.il ol !•■ 'In e h.-s esiim. lied the si icn^lll 
of our forces which i. ahmi', SO lo -Jli.i'dO personnel. So you can imagine the condition 



personally feci is that the current situation is at 
sc than Palestine ami Sri Lanka. We arc aland- 
itsidc ivorkl because the government is coming 



Jammufc Kashmir, the private channels only display lilms thai a:e usually made by the 
likes of Sanjay Kak. These channels do not broadcast any news. The print media is heav- 
ily attacked and we have lost dozens of journalists. So, we have no access to the outside 
world. The Indian electronic and print media is an jssel to human yalue. Kashmir de- 
serves coverage m niedi.i Ivciuse Ms the ilitiv ol i lie media :n uoeraule its people wiih 
better and proper information. 

As a lawyer in 1 .11:1111.1 ^ K asimijr-. I led 1 i". .1 1 \v i: .-. s- e pioNcvus .:s lunnan riejns delend 
ers. Alung tile we have Insl d' veils ol lawyers " ho ■' ere working as human rights 
lawyers because they were largcicd .ind killed. We believe that even under occupation, 

tion to their subjects. We have .1 legal sysicm :n lamnu ;s Kashmi:, we want to use it and 
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the supremacy otthel.nv which is cherished so much underconstiiutinu.il law. There is 
only supremacy or" authorities, '[he government Ii.is constituted screening committees 
at district level, .it divisional level. and at sratr level involving only police officials, con- 
cerned district magistrates and other orfidals from security agencies. The court passes 

orders and tlu'se orders Ii vim high ^l>-.[JIs go lo sueoiiing . a litt.'i s nul these commit 

tees review llli-sc oldels and divide w hcl her we -ho5ild.nl upon ilu'se or not. 
[Iiave reasons to feel that no con ft- reruns or iousLilt.it i-.ins .ire going to change the situ- 
ation in India unless someone like Martin Luther king or Anna Harare come on streets 

We have to create a strong public opinion against luimaii right, abuses, whether it is 
done by the State or by non-state actors. 

we demand is the removal ol APSPA. to begin with. this will le.id to improvement in 
human rights situation because all human right - .[buses are legitimised under this Act. 
Similarly violations are legitimised ur.der the PnNk t.il'ety Ael under which the deten- 
tion is prolonged without 'rial and hearing. Tlie-e lews should be repealed so lh.lt there 
is some amount o: consolation. In ::ie je.rgcr uire:es:s ot luinian:: 1 ,-. peace, security and 
development in the suh _.m:iucn:, the resolution otthe disputes which have a dangerous 
potential for disturbing people, deserve lo he p.ddi cs-cd. '[he issue ol'Jamrmi Si Kashmir 
also needs to be addressed. 
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Session 7 
ATTACKS ON 
ANTI-COMMUNAL ACTIVISTS 




ADV. M1JKUL communal violence is that the defenders from the minority 

SIPJUA community ore almost missing in most of the cases. 

Advocate, Gujarat Primarily because Ihe victimisation of the defenders is the 

High Court ' noa «** *** ^minority is nnder attack. 



Communalism is one or' ihe mosl important issues that is plaguing the 
country today and we have to understand that it isijuite different from 
other types of violations penHHraled by the Smsc. Communalism and 
co uiniuna I attacks .niually engulf ihe entire ..oeieiy unlike l kiss conflicts. In diss 
conflicts, pans of: he social y, sections of: lie scicio:y will ser involved but wben it 
conies to coninnin.il co nil ids. not only lite State, nut if ii is bet wean the major- 
ity and the minority the en: ire m.ijri icy sets involved end the! makes dimes very 
diHicult. We are here all talking about defenders but there are moments when 
the minorities are under attack by die m.iioi itv and the ■.'nine State is manned by 
the majority community; there are no defenders .111 J the entire minority corn- 
states over the last lew years. The worst scenario is when ,1 parly thai claims to 
have a national presence and ha.: held n.iti; r.a. o'f.jj, iriddacs in communal vio- 
lence. Gujarat is one such stale where we have seen ill is in practice. 
One tbirijj necessary li> be pointed mat when it comes to communal violence is that the 
defenders from the minority emninimity :ire .ilmosi initios in most of the cases. Prima- 
rily because Ihe vklinus.nieo of die defenders is ihe most acme when Ihe minority is 
under attack. I will give you a small example of what we saw in Gujarat. On 15th March 
2001, about a couple of weeks alter the massacre had taken place in Gujarat and the 
ininoiity coiiiinuiiltv '...■11 r.ii'lk- Jev.i-niie<l ...n.i n.n.iies-.'J, ,vii.'.iii Mudun .ulvneates 
were irybs m ore. ini-c ihtn-seh es 10 iiy 10 :u i:ue some k:nd .>; le^ii oelcnee. "Iliee h.i.l 
elded Mr. Maiid.Mciuon .nul kirn oi.i.-icr M ilu'sll I ill. Ill lo ,1 hole! :n Ahmed aha J. There 
were around 20 hr.O'c lawyers. Mr. M.ij:d Memou iv.ls giving lllcm a long lecture on 
the constitutional niceties of the law and 1 happened to have a copy of S.mrfe.di, the lo- 
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lion requesting the police to file an FIR, the judge was ibsoluterf shocked as to how ] 

the problem in acute eomniim;! siUMtuns and we hjvc lo find some strategy that will 
help us fix this. 

Gujarat was chosen in he the communal laboratory. This was dci-clopine, (or a while and 
the media had .1 special role t,i p. ay in tins, especially die vernacular media. On 27 Febru- 
ary 2UU 2 the train hurniiic. :o.ik pi. 1,0, wo slid Miovo and will continue to believe, that 
it was not a pre-planned murder ai all. (.V cnu^c the ]iid£e.ii:[>i :s an;>- the opposite. 
Tli 0 entire media -ii^o'Vd 1:1:1 il '.'as ell i.li 1 ■-■ 1 ■ : ism .'.mi lli.11 .1 '.'.us iLi"lllcr in.sti.;aicd 
I'y a slalemonl given hy Mr. Modi himself 'T1i.Lt sol (he had luting, "he r.eii Jay. 2rtlll 
February the media reported, in one of the worst reports that we haw- ever seen that the 
Muslims not only dosed all the doors of the coach and.net tlu' loieh on fire, but they had 
also taken some of the Hindu ivnnien, raped them, cul their hre.isls and then they had 
killed lllcm. " 1 J 1 1 > i^ al-so. 11 :eh ivri'ii'-c ihe n.v.l div. c er. die eovv:::iiiouL reined il and 
rejected die news item but the damage was done and the entire Gujarat was in flames. 



im/isrn t '.TirkiL, and :iia: wis ;lu Ilct.1 iime [ read and .m under st Hiding o! v.'ji.ii w.is 
occurring in CujLir.it. 1 think tli.it was a very h ave and brill i.ir.l piece ior which she must 
be praised. Starting from there, .he struggle has intensified. 

'Ihe issue today is defending I ho dolcndcis. As 1 was Ir ying lo tell you in I lie beginning, in 
eounuuiiaJ sitiial ii'n' tlli'le lie really 'leleiuler-- .\Llv..eale M I. i'hlil^.i h:ul sum;esieil 
Lnai Ike miLicti:.'- leeiimuiii'.v '•lueh i.l im.lci ,;i.-. L ... On ■ u"d 1 circa; into die haokgreiLiid. 
1 dis.-ercc villi it as .1 strategy. Ivl.lu-c our ^li.itc,;v i:-, lrui.ii.it v. an c.\,-.elly ihe opposite 
and 1 believe we are seeing some SUCCESS. 



We have to understand, (and this is my peiMmal view! that humans are create J by nature 




against the court are essenliaf y the le.iM'n.ihle 1 t"-r r : :• ■ 11 -. die- h ive been putting on 
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without .iiiv illusions [ ;:]]:;k ilil sl;ak L ;v lies 1 el wee:: Mi'c two viewpoints. 1, per- 
sonally, reject the Stale ociiiglho .ulvlcr ,uid ihercMre. I Jo not accept the courts' role a.s 
prijii.iry defender ofciliier In ndj mental rights .ir hum .in rights. Of course, I do not even 
believe there is .myLiing c.ilicl human right-. 'Hurt are rights far 'lie human; human 
beings are divided into dilicrcnt caste creed and religion. 

Now. having said so. the question comes to l.i'.v and whe' her ivv Ulse it or nut, .liter hav- 
ing said everything against (Ik- court system wc I.ill h.i-.k toe same mechanism, 'ihc 
reason I made my open rem.uksis thai if I go to courl wilhoul any illusion, or any oilier 
institution of the system, perhaps [ can use ir to my advantage. When we say that all 
courts are corrupt, useless and cannot deliver any justice then ive are going wrong some- 
where because il v.c .iLLq'i l':c svstcm ;hc:i wo have :o .-,c_co; die courrs and therefore, 

tilt- level oflho li Ld.li _.mti .nij tin' lower .a ti l., we h.tc si.irlcd to see results. 




has come out of t ■ . ill. I . hi . ' li iv ' I I . • .10 I this com- 

mission is going lo give .1 roporl whLh would go ag.iinsi [In- government. In fact, it lias 
already provided .1 re pint slatingih.il the Codhr.i riots were I cue of conspiracy and has 
given a clean sheet to Mr. Modi since niviodv his ever alleged t:ia! lie had humed the 
train. Now that the na\t election :s Hearing, t[-,c second par: of the re port will he released, 
and the sec.ic.d par I of I lit report is unite obvious. ilut that is ar.ot her issue. 
This is a place where, prn.edur.illy, ihcrc was little democracy. I had the opportunity 
to cross-examine 1 lie- entire police force righl lioni the UC.V to the lower level officers 
and tlley unwittingly e.i.ide several admissions including the lie' that '.he chief minister 
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moiliinj; paper was full "l'lhi«t stories. You can't i 1 1 1 0 u.h w ivlut tile stall- of the mind of 
tilt? people was and tlu- VI []» k-.ux-ts .'perily le.l then .i-nl fr.Mii there, tilt- lirst Inirniriji 
took place tint waslhc N.iroda Parlia Noorani Masjid. 

So, theretoTC, a .lciv.oc-.il it ii:^litir!:'n s- ill e use t.^ .1 lot o- ■.iiioiriiatioji- Similarly, 

] think as a ['.111 "1 st I al.-^i a! the n I al level, .n 'ii'.i.-l Iva e ar alliance i'l or k<.lins.i lions. 

Also, 1 think HRLN especially ean | ■ I a v a very impintaiil ok- lti.il we should lie able to 
train lawyers not with illusions, tint with clear vision about Iww the law and courts can 
be used at the local level. 'Ihe apes eourt is tlicre.'lhere are senior counsels. Hut the prob- 
lem kes (villi the lov.v" eo.u i'. i ■.■. ci al c.ni-.LJe >y savir^ ilia; as oa:l i-: :he -Inlcey let 
Licic he an .lllianc. 1 :om:i\i !".■ the l:e:in:i ridtts ■ , L'.v.l::s.i;i.':is and . ] dillefeul stales 
and lei Mi. C'Jiu t iousalves Mke :tie res|i.H:Si:'i.i',\- it ^t.i: laie, th.il initiative. We slioul.l 
have serious, a^ressivc lawyers who are mil the ii.nliiioii.il type, lawyers who do not 
accept this leicll system In he tile ni unary arbiter. 
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MWiuvesrcn jnsl (mw nisi' f( is /it lire M-emif v ngc".ir.. 
Id pick up somebody ,iml till Jiiui iv/iif.- jiiqiciiiiiiig nil 
llicll'guliinriin. Tiiiiii" rijr'if j j rliiiisr find Inn Ircctuiic 
narniiihW 1ml .11. II rirc.iris i/lfjjl ifclcnfinn luillinifl miy 
nummls ivi'iii; jiniilrir/i'ifr ff is leliiri s.-.ifri! v UJjeildes 
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MAN1SHASETHI 



ilmst people, nrirf nomesimu>ruoWici;iirf liils 
willinul isiifiNKirr^rirc tnttnot audso on - nil fa) fire 
nniircc/WatrorioJ Security'. 




intend to talk about not ci-immun.ilism in ^oai lm .i t, hut in particular about the 



kind of communal witch-hunt we have been observing since the year 2000. 



■A. We have seen that the police. :lie nit clligence agencies ,cici the security agen- 
cies have been allowed, in the name ofnalifri.il security, to target minorities as 
part of the national security programme in such a manner that this communal 
witch hunt has become a kind of national duty. In 2001, directly after the Par- 
liament attack, the Indian Parliament quickly passed POTA. This Act closely 
resembles the Patriot Act (of [he US j and was passed despite I lie controversy 
sum' muling its legislation. Tile POTA was ini'.ici .1 kind of re worked version of 
the earlier tain tin: Ur.iconiaii Luc "ADA. Now, wli.it has bec-n happening since 
2001 is asleep rift' in encounter killings We have seen in st how easy it is for the 
security agencies to pick tip .-oir.ebody .uid kill Inn: Tier while suspending all the 
legal norms. 'Pitking ;i]>' is .1 phi-.nc thai h.rs h-.vtune- n.uni.iasyd. It means illegal 
detention without any warrants being produced ; it is when security agencies ar- 
rest people, r.tul homes and pro.luee sei/.-.ne lists wilhoul issuing seizure memos 
and so on. All In the name of national security. 

The easiest and 11:1c u est ioue J 1.1 imc I is die v.utl: .,r:.[ pe.'He :i"n: die minor it v Muslins 
community, in this wav vu.i !n:d ili.il there is inclhiidolecicd delinitinn of suspcets 
and frame-ups which have been .duped over the ve.irs. r.neoun(ers are justifiable, even 
though they Jo nor follow any legal pi. 'cess, ,iri,l i< h.i- heroine legitimate til target and 
till .1 seer inn .if your cili/cns and eliura ill. 11 it ivas an act nf national security. 
Earlier on, in .1 city like iionihay. the people wli., were cncnunit-rcJ used 111 belling to 
the under world hut e.i,:i!iijllv v,e fec.Ji to no'.iee P1.1t die liji.iee -.s\'rki actuallv idemi- 
lied with ,1 p.iitiLul.n L.'inniuri'lv. 'I liai :-. iiie people or... miilcred were also in a certain 
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is rampant and prevalent. 
] will speak very hricilyihnu: m) ■ ciociinece :n the l-atla I louio encounter case. The Na- 
tional Human Rights Commission h.ul issued guidelines in 20ii: which said that an FIR 
must be hied againsi i he police parly iiwnlcvd in ihu i-uiinin: jiul second, that there has 
ti. I>ea magisterial prnlv. failing which no merit pinm.it urns and awards can he given to 
the member of rhe poke party wliiili conducted the eixnuin.'r All diese guidelines and 
norms were suspended in the tiatja House ease. When these issues were raised and pe- 
titioned in the Supreme Court, the SC slid ilia: the magisterial inquiry into the incident 
would lower the morale id the police lout, wliich is ,1 tragic altitude. Tliere was a great 
amount of fear not just in the Jami.i \ag.u locality, hut also in A/amgarh for example, 
from where the hoys who nit killed and arrested belonged. Alter the encounter, there 
■.'.Tie ' n. II.. he I o| illccv d.'Lciili mis and iitisis .111 L | ih.it 1^ ag.1111 vu 1 ^'mimm acrr'^ '.he 
country. A couple .'1 niiiilhs a 10. we visi:cd M.i.lhva 1'i.idcsli 111 .. tact duding mission 
as we were getting cads fioni nunc organisations saying lli.il : b l u 1 c- li.nl been a series of 
arrests in June in Madhya Pradesh ill the name of SIM I. We made en 4 11 tries and found 
out that not only in the recent pan on I from Iiiill onwards, since tile day the SIM I was 



that 71) percent nftho ^.iscs l : .!id by the xi.-dakd's .-ml in acquittals. 
There has uuitc a lot of breast 'icv.linp in the media about it. with commentators saying 
that the police force are not so technically equipped, 1 1 tat 1 1 icv Miller from poor infra- 
structure, that they are 11.11 trained well enough and >o on. but if you really look at tile 
kind of judgement- tiiiil liave ': ' c _• [-. comine out ami examin the ca-.cs .1 hrtle mine close] v, 
you will find rhai it is nut a question ,'i p.ior invcsiipttvc s!cl]1> or poor infrastructure at 
all, it is a case of frame ups. II you look at the special cell l.i.'cs, regarding Kashmiris for 
example, they are cleaKy under Mirv,' ill .10,0 in dm uly by the special cell. They can lie 
picked up at any time with, -111 delirium he tin truth. Tire press do not comment on tile 
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ot Inspector Sin inn had sionpcd 'L'-y low. I Ins h.^c ."ill r :i c lKiiiai ions, iioni i he -ieijLi 
!.!]■ media in Lie i_oli] 1 room, operate. 

There is another case in which mi ynimitsiers. »I which lice wore Kashmiris and one 
was from Bihar, were frame J. ll was said that the special cell bid engaged them in an 
encounter and taught thorn an J they were members of m.ijl and were caught with a 
large amount of kh\ and ammunition. 'Ihese young-tors were ..nothTtod by the court six 
years filer and it in mod .r.:i rlii i the :>."hce had .xil illy k dn i||'.'-i diem well he lore ilio 
encounter was dated, 'dns ki.l n.i | ■ | ■ :n ^ hv :hc sn..,.id L cll i- ■. | ei i L e: ivu'iuc. Tliev kidnap 
people, keep them in undisclosed locations I",.: days. 'I I ley ale tortured, made to confess 
erime.ilheyJiLln.it com mil. and then eluded, '[he special eell then holds a press confer- 
ence, displays a cache , if aim. and ammunition, money and so mi, and then claims that 
operativesofllL'JIorLaskarorSIMili.ieel-'eencauKlii.'lliecaseiiiniestorhecourtand 
Jllcr six nr seven veils tile coin: m':iij::iiiu.- .iccui'.s ilie se ocii'lc. hut dlcrc are no niedi.l 




discussing ,1 strategy to occicotiie tins. What we need l.i Jo is to huikl up a tuition ill alli- 
ance across the cout.1i y Jit::. indinc :o['.li <! ions loi lli.'se "lio have heen I alsely trained 
and prosecuted. 

There are oases where the family members of implicated people are suffering from de- 

that an FIR lie lodged against these err inc. noiiceincn and a depa I I menial enquiry has 
to take place within a month. So, after a month, thcJTSA liled an R'i'l application with 
the Delhi Police tryir.ii; to delcrmine the stains of ihe enquiry. We learnt that there was 
nu trace olany iiiveslig,iti.:n, rather liley il.oi ahead v I. let: an li'i'c.il in .1 higilcr court and 
the case remains pending til] date it is not .. case ol a lev had .typlcs and ni some pe.ipie 
being ptoblcnnitic. If that ivcre so, then these erring policemen ivould not have gotten 
away for so long, they would Lice keen suspended and la ken oil' duly Hut this is not hap- 
pening despite repelled comp funis .mil lllis is no; the tirsi time orders have heen made 
aeainst them. 1 think :; is time to lcviev.- the c\tiMorc:n.irv puwers ..'I these special cells 
inil these ATS's. 'Hie notion ot national security is nnc, hut these special cells have heen 
fortified like the army, haying complete immunity hoin prose. ulion and from depart- 
ment. ll inquiry. Hi is needs lo he reconsidered and cue.lioned from .in ohjcclive point of 
view through a national level campaign. 
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In the Best Bakery case, She higher jinjidiirv is speaking 

moving tK-.-l.-p. i«i i.'.mj .ur.I lii'L- -J,-p> fjui't»'iiru>. ('[.' 
wursl example is that u/lhe SIT, wkieh is a cantlnuing 
iifglifniuir /ur 1:1 us tee niv imkliiig I (it cases, now the 
TCESTASETALVAD i„k,a Zafari c„se, and the CGP case. The SIT is the 
Social ActiM major stumbling block. 



I want to begin with Mulcul's comment lh.it Gujarat has become a kind of 
showcase study for some of us. I would like in make reference- to the echo- 
ing of absolutely chilling stories from Punjab and Kashmir which one has 
been hearing for 15 to 20 years. I would em ph. is;';..' between what happened in 
1993 in Bombay and what happened in Gujarat. It is really appalling how we are 
not able to keep t. c:itre-:.l.ige issues like I'imub .snJ Kashmir and the devastating 
human rights violation there. And now things are getting more and more main- 
stream, the violations arc t-ominy nwr-; ami more closer io ;lie heart of India. 
If we look at Chhattisgarh, I can't get over the way nun Valsha was killed just three days 
ago anil I am appalled .i: die ih-.^Ll. I'.-d.iv. we have i-ne rcoert :n the Indian I". \ r u>s s 
which is trying to ir.uk the story, which says thai she tried lo report a rape ease the day 
before she was killed. But other sections of the media including the largest circulating 
Imglish daily has gone all-out t.i divert the slmy, as i: .ill are speaking the mind of the 
rainingmafia. So, I think this is really the core of the issue for all of us here today. 
The media is no longer looking at human rights work on the ground, human rights de- 
fenders workingon trie pound and Talking ahnut the culture of human rights within our 
institutions, with any degree of sincerity -- and this should l>c pan of out strategy. Tarn 
bringing this up not to lush the media - I consider myself a nan of die media as well -- 
but we need to look at what it means in terms of our strategy. Media today is not an ally 
in ciposing human rights violations. The same Gujarat of I S u March 201)2 that Mukul 
referred to, did not become like that overnight. What is strange about communalism 
is that it (esters and captures institulioti.il space and societal space for years before the 
party that represents it actually comes to power. I still remember when Justice Ahmadi, 
who rnsc to become the Chiefjustice of India, was first appointed as a district judge in 
Gujarat in theflis. All the bar ass.iciations of Guiarat tried to protest thai a Muslim judge 

sorts of contradictions one has to deal with. One of the core areas we need to he looking 
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different communities in liis army and was not somebody from 111,- upper caste, as the 
brahmins would like to think, but was actually n-omjhudra caste, we were attacked physi- 
cally byilieSliivScna. 

A great deal of eoiiiiiuio.ihsiii is f.Kc.l with ifyou .nc- h.iTtlLii^ .is .1 hum.su lights defender 
in the cducatiou.il and cultural arena asi: re. |U ires relooking .11 symbols, histories: Dalit 
history, tribal Illslory. iv.liim tl V hismry. o ilmen's history eu-. .Ml litis needs to he part 
.1! our s'.ategy. Otherwise, uii.11 we arc talking about is legal :.re iieluiisi;- During the 
H 0111 hay riots in 1W" 111 which Justice Sri KYi.dirn indicted "1 policemen in his report, 
some of us filed an RTI in 20117 and discussed ih.n every single policeman who was 
indicted hyju slice Sri Krishna was promoted by Uv.i successive Congress envernmenls 
between tyw to 2tK''>. [his particular char.iclei isiic of co mm una I ism is what I would 
iii.e la oobil "Ml. Mi. I'iiuj^.i is .icic, so :ic is the best nervm I.. ai'oul liic i-ano .■! 

impunity uf tile perpetrators of i'JC-. and llic fact that iu llie law you actually have the 



and CIujar.lt is sate. The poinl islli.it it is nut. II is because ol'tiie protection given to every 
eyewitness, survivor and victim, that he or she had that courage to go up and depose 
within the court. 1 would like to incus on some very key ::.>uc;. and share with all of you 

We need to ask for a very simple thine, like a CITY in the court room. I think trial courts 
must have CCTVs, i ft hey are not open (o I he [■.led:,:. '.Villi I lie help of close circuit televi- 
sions, if the conduct ■■t'lb.al lri.ll is prejudicial !:■ the v id ims, survivors and complainants, 
it can lie useo as evidence 111 ' lie higiier oo.:r: We can do so because we have seen situ 
ations where our l.uibargj witnesses have been humiliated by rile judge who actually 
made comments like "dees t:ii> woman look like asil she lost her son" in the open court 
while the Supreme Tourl was monitoring I lie case. [1 look us one year with the Supreme 
Court monitoring the case to. gel lh.it judge Ir.i 11 •ferre.l. And realise the Supreme Court 

75| 
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did not come to us directly, we wont to the principal judge, then the session court, and 
thereafter to the high conn. The high court adjourned the miticr ] 8 times from Febru- 
ary 2010 to September 2010. Every week, we mentioned it twice and it got adjourned. 
Finally, when we pointed it out in the Supreme Court, the Supreme Court asked us as 
to whit was our pro Weir, with the uJgc? Wo drew his attention towards the remarks that 
had been passed by i he judge h open coun while our • ioi mis ■.■ore deposing. 
So, the whole arm o.-|- hare n: . rsiiilnal -ur.'prudov.cc is so L.'.uled .igisnsr tl-.e enmpiaiii 
ants, so loaded against the victims, poor, jjiwn, minority or a woman, that it is impos- 
sible to move an tilth without I he assistance of e it he: legal .iidgii-lips.lcg.il right .groups 
or human rights groups. I IV ate fori mute that weh.su- uist goi a judgement in theSard- 
arpura ease finally, which said that we did not tutor the witnesses, hut we don't know 



we had a good prosci 
not have good prosei 
The Supreme Court 
not really indcpetidci 

back even when it comes to the higher judiciary in this country. I would like to pose the 

nalism, I would iust like to .ay toar if the accused :■ a Muslim or .1 Christian or a Sikh, 
then you arc much more likely to gel discriminatory justice. 

One of the most infamous records of the whole Gujarat justice process has been the 
fact that S6 ofthcGodhra accused were not given hail sill i he judgement was delivered. 
Tliey were never given hail, whereas .sll tin- posi-t lodhra accused (eieept for 7-fi in the 
Gullwga case and ti-ln ot" 1 hose who did n, it have a godfather or were lower castes), 
the Bahu Bajrangi.s, the Maya kntnaois. and all these people were out on bail within 2-i 
months of their committing very violent gruesome crimes. Many of us have articulated 
this, we have stated this in writing and invoked the writh ot'lhe Supreme Court for say- 
ing that there is discriminatory justice in ihe country. I am very ashamed to say that the 
Supreme Court appointed SIT, whil.-t arguing the Gndhra case, did nothing to challenge 
theproseeutionchargesheet.did nothing to improve the investigation or correct it. On 
the contrary, they had very vindictively argued for the death penalty of 1 1 of the con- 
victed accused. Our organisation, along with the victims. in J survivorsin the Sardarpura 
case, gave in written arguments and said that we wanted a conviction hut we did not 
want ill c- death penally ["hi (he accused. 'Ihcse aic .,1111c of the nuance- J victories that we 
have gained. Til est arc some of I he- rewarding mom mis in I he whole struggle. But it is a 
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,h< hijta c.»,t. to monllo, tnd, „™ o,d,„. H.t i, „hm |W» F.il.d. Tht f,il„„ of 
1:10 Inkier hilIhi.h y \ i monitorine; llie I'idors t!i l"- v iNNiie. Why in lha: Mull laillllT is not 
I"- 0 1 1 1 11 1 i>l 1 1 1 lL [" hy lIl^.'S I lie Mailer llulkury in ill In enuntry no r.irlakc !iuii?s ivil li ihc 
state ji'i'OMiiiiciilN. lis. v .■LLiLiier.l .i:ii.L.i.i;N. e..'.TLim-.eLLl olIl.l.-..'- ami helieve in aliidavits 
r.ilber ih.in in 1kiill.il: i l^IiI. .\\ on|'-. We have I'l s. 1 e ill: ill .iI'olil 'vii.il we put down on 

ao ailidavit hee.uise if there is j small enoi, »v J re likely lo l'e d ined for life. 

In our own case, tlx' Cuij.ir.it state had In- J mi .ithJ.ivits heior, the Supreme Court on 
seven out asions in J JJ.tiiO Um.i i'.iipassoJ .in rrdor ill 2lH>4 saying that the stare of Gu- 
|arat Ii.IlL misled the Supreme 1. on I I :'|1 ihc ol.eslien ol :iaii !i'd even :he:l no NtlietLIICS 
lii. llliiLL; else i' .'.s <een in llle linal ilLihaenieiil. Hi:' i, e n i i e h, 1 he ei'Ulls 10 lie kind 
towards llle governments. ,1ml hy ,iiul large towards llle government oliioials in llleir 
affidavits', anil heing stingingly eritkal of the human light, groups and 'PILs' is also a 
huge deterrent. 'Ihere hue been aiiaiL< on lawyers, apart from ait.ieks on social attiv- 
ists. 1 ha ve, for insl .m ie, 1 hi ie In 1 i .':pn i n' 1 .' h.i lI i lli.l nl ei[ 1 1 ' LLie Ir -'n; (.i iil.lt at -I ml l^i'iuh-H' 
liceause nl various alLegaiien; in ..iLe lii the ei-erse ol lhe ue.gle. :hi: apart Irom lli.lt, 
lawyers like Mukul ami Suliail have heen targeted by the llnr Council of Gujarat. This 



gel tllLlt resolution pissed. There »ji . Inn'e .ippu.il ion l.i il. So, [ liiink these arc issues 
that we need to [lie: "'t:e n '.ve ::■.'.[■. ahom our strategies. 

i want to mcntiiiLi -i[ ll:re^ :n-..Le- llc. t. I:ie :> ;:ic name .■■■I'.nl'. traced this motLiing 
in the e.nLLe'Ll .'1 L * li 1 1 i .e 1 ■ . W ii.il .an ■ie :\'Lsi! i' il.: ill :ii.- .lum.Lii uali:-. lenini-LiilY. II.-'. 
do we re mem her, ivlio the perpetrators were .liiJ ivho the eoll.moi ators are? 1 think this 
is something we are not used to. Wt need lo profile I lie people who .ire the perpetrators 
of 2002, 1990 Bom hay riots, and'!M riots. It struckmeso sharply when .Mr. Phulka men- 
tionedMr.K.I'.S.Clill.llolny of you have any idea what tie diiL Lni;-jjjr.1t? He was brought 
mbytheNDAinMay2002t O Gu,arltW^ 
violcnee started to subside. 
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lb.' i.ind of issues ue are lookim.; it. 1 ■ ia. In ilk- I see lb n r 1 1 : 1 '.Miise in rhe years to 
come and not belt or. Tic S li g ■ i f 1 1 1 o Conn has spoken on eommmial violence [or the Jirst 
time in tiujarat related cases. 

In i lie Rcsi Rakcry - .'M-, ill. 1 Ii iv.be r iudki.iri is s| ■e.'.lsiov jh.. u i ,. iiiirrfuii.il violence lot 
the first time. Bui. we are moving uvn sicp forward and live Jw» h.iskivards. Hie worst 
example is that of the SIT. which is .1 continuing nightmare for 11. .is we .ire tackling tire 
cases, now the Jakia Zafaii case, and the CGI' case. 'I lie SIT is the major stumbling 

block. 'lllC Naliorl.ll I luiiian Kli;hls <_ o:i:iv.lss-..-m. ior a ch lo^e, pet'lioned the Supreme 
Court, btil .liter" pcLilioui:i,; i'. has d.sappe.irc.l lroi:r there. N.'bii.ly appears ior il. no- 
body asks for il, there is no I .1 single doiumen: filed by lilc Nlli.C. Ami after tlial il lias 
completely vanished from the scene. 'I here is .1 need m oik-si ion steps like this. 
[ would like to talk a little about the Harcn Pandya case and several encounters. But 
Haren PanJya's case, like many of rhe-e txrr.i mdieial killing ea.es in tjujarat, reveals 
.mother lerri lying posdiafilv 1I-..11 is eiv.ergirg. One I ling Ilia I is very e:ear to some el 



Seed, who has in.: e.-iapcd, Ibtealenco be Mel:';':-. !■ seine'i. .'■.',1111 I'.irl .'I the criminal 
■ting. liiLtiy.i/ Sheikh. ■ ■lie ol 01:1 witnesses 111 I ic ' iulb.ng.i l.i.c ibie-ileneel bv iV^iliel. 
S.lhie!, J ■ I K has been filed. So, this is ibc vei e sinbiei soi I ofsLL-mu io which i s cnictgln,; 

bilicy for the human rights defenders who risk much more thin their lives. I would like 
to pay huge tribute 10 die lawyers who have wcirkeJ wiih us. IS lawyers working for (:j i', 
two in each trial ease. Scniois .mJ minors who aie moiim-ring ilic tri ll every day; with- 
out them, this work wouidnot be possible. 
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mart authoritative, serving the Mile rests af Ihe carporates 
mill multi-nationals. When the marginalised sections 
become a Jf.jJiilflv, lire" linn' run uuviiiii.- defending, their 
interests be seen with any respect! "Hurt is Kill y xc are 
all labeled as "traitors", "Maoists", 'terrorists', -anti- 
nationals" and heme the attacks of every kind, including 

lieu nsingguns, on i^atim. 



What are the factors that have led to a situation where we are saying 
that we need to be defended when we ourselves .ire human rights de- 
fenders? What is the kind and nature of threat that the human rights 
defenders face in the country today? 

Earlier injanuray, a number ofhuman rights defender;, while on their way to hold talks 
with a central government enoerl panel, were attacked near the Tiiunelveli eolleetorate 
in Tamil Nadu. Hiey were allackcJ <o brutally thai tliey had to he hospitalised. These 
were Ihe representatives i-l" peopled Mmtinein Again.i \nclcar F.nergy, a group that 
woilti to protect the local people from rhe negative eifeers of tIh' development and op- 
eration of the Koodankulain Nuclear l'owcr i'rojeet. The group of activists was led by Si' 
Udayakumar. 

In 1999, when SAI [MAT was observing its 10th anniversary, ] had invited SI> Udayaku- 
mar and Harsh Kapoor to the convention. Udaya was teaching in Minnesota. University 
at that time and Harsh was in France. I knew both of them through the internet and our 
common work against ihe communal forces in the tounrry. We were meeting fin the 
first time and on the very first day Harsh, Uauhar Raza and 1 gave Udaya a nick name 
- '(}andhiji■ as we found him too simple. 

Udaya s wile was also working h an adoption agency and since belli of us shared a pas- 
sion for adoption, we also became friends jtul it arte J eoircsponding with each other on 
the emails. 
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Ami what fate did he meet here? Hie same SI' I 'd.iyknm 11 w.i. studied with stem-, for 
being an "anti- nine nil'. ler .'ppo-i::; ::i,' ired.'.i! -•!.-.::: ler neprive impact nn pen- 
In 2004, after the I in jar at peiiy-ivm. Ilious.in Jk el jctivisti .in J lakhs i>f ordinary people 
worked Jay and nijrhl to ileiral the NDA .1- Ihe polilhs of hatr.'d was something which 
.in ordinary Indian Jk! nut approve of. A l.ir^e number eflho.e icrivists today face the 
threat of being attacked, termed .1 lit i- national, jailed, or even killed. Must of those who 
worked against the NT) A had hoped that the oppression, atmosphere of intimidation, 

with the defeat o I I I j d Today, we 

ests of the corporate, .ind multi-national.. W:iei>. tin- ni.irv;in.il:M'd .ections become a 



In such a scenario In call for J c reuse of t lie human rights Jd miners is not only justified 
hutessentijl.Tlieali.uks on I in nun ri,;lu defenders ire on i lie increase l>otli hy lilt Stale 
.in J by non- state actors. 
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ASSAULTS ON THE MEDIA 




MANOJ MITTA 



wgk.lplwd guilty io that 



I am from V\e Twits cj India and T hive with me .1 panel nf fellow journalists 
and as it was pointed out in (ho session preceding this one, human rights 
defenders, thus? specially dealing with i-nininisii.il violence, have expressed 
grievances about the manner in which the media, by and large, has been con- 
ducting itself. As J journalist, I must admit at the outset that I have no quar- 
rel with that grievance. ! am acutely conscious o:":!ic tact :hat as an institution, 
media has ceased to he an ally ofhimi.in lights defenders. There are of course 
honourable exceptions, but chev i caJy const. Tiue a minority. 

A.H Ill-stlcC K.llill '■ H "I ^ -S I Ll 1 ■ L I ■-. I V- .',-.1.1, 111. I T.Jl^j IS IlllML C.lilti .'VC I'S/ ill till! media, 

"journalists these d.iys.uc moreiriUi pr.iiriolini'.cin pm.-lc inter ci-ts rather than public in- 

for doing so and there are ample examples which bear out the suggestion that we often 

tercst. Some of those instances have been mentioned here. Manisha Sethi lamented tile 
manner in which the media ['iniglii i ill 1 1 lire p.ilicc line .111 the [l.ill.i House encounter, 
glossing over the hnles in tiler version. There .ire siime valid questions to he asked and 
there was reluctance on part of the media to raise those .mentions or highlight those 

in tint charge. I vrtun.ueiv, :':sc p .1 1 1 -c J :liir I have here arc .11: ci:cLp:son to tli.it general 
rule. Wc have with us Shoma Chaudhury, from IWiefiu, who needs no intioductinn as 
fir a.s hum j 11 rights defenders are concerned. Von know thai in the mutest of Gujarat 
riots, Ttfieitj played a stellar role in expiring Stale complicity. Who can forget the great 
sting operation done hy TWu-ffca bringing to light 1 whole In: of .1,1 miss ion made by VHP 
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activists and others. It could not be ignored by courts trying arajp! cases. NHRC has 
certified that the Tehcitu tapes were not tampered with. This shorn that you can't totally 
debunk the role of the media; there ate exceptions like this. 

Let me now draw your uttvntion in I lie siguilkan,e ol'llie date on which we are hav- 
ing this meeting. Today, as you .ill know, i. Wivemher Ifth and it's a big day in Delhi 
because a whole lot of politician on this day will make a hceline to Shakti Sthal hi com- 
memorate the birth anniversary oi'hidira Gandhi. Hut then, to me, as a journalist imbued 
with some human righi- eniisciousriess. November l'hh is also .in anniversary of a very 
shameful episode, n-hiJi nooe of in should ever forget, li was on litis day in 1984 that 
Rajiv Gandhi ma Jo a shameful justification o:"lho'S4 riots, in his fist ever public address 
as prime minister at a Hoat Club tally. 'Ibis is what he said" "when a big tree (alls, the 
earth ?s giving to shake." It *v-as a stitemeni o: c'liaordunr.- in sensitivity; it was a state- 
ment which sort of set the lone of ihe cover up lhal followed. Vol will find the entire 
speech in a hook brought mil l-v ihe gnvei nnien; on Rajiv Gandhi's speeches. Unwit- 
tingly, it confirms that there is not a word of sympathy or concern expressed about the 
thousands l'I members ,>l the 111 Iri.-i il y Loininuiiity, u.hose lives were dcva.slated, , ' , ho 
losl iheir lives, "-hi' were or/ptum'ci, ■.•I1.1 ..vere manned r.iai:;icd, rendered homeless, 
raped: not a word o: s'-m|v.thv l.ir .iiiy o: Mi. 1 ::!, tin :he c.-LUrarv the yiinie minister went 
out of his w.ly t si espi ess his ■.■i:!|\::liv t.'i the .■.iil^. 1 : . Ihe iiilcn'c- iii^ci :li, it :'eoi^le lell ovei 
the killing of the prime 111 inister. 

So, this is the kind of selective outrage he cipresse.l. setting the tone for the cover up. 
This is similar to what Modi himself did in the contest of Gujarat riots. His speech was 



tendency oil the pari ofjnililk-.il le.ldeis to sel henehm.S[b t'.ii insensilivity to human 
tights. We should light Willi creative ivay.s nf highligln lug the dangers of Rajiv Gandhi's 
hint Club speech a. i.l Audi's lic'sh.uaji speech, lo sl-.'ler poljl mans ii-.'in Indulging in 
hate speech. This ce.uk! help create an environnienl thai if more friendly to human rights 
defenders. 

Letmenowintroduielvir. Kumar Eadal, whois one example of a journalist who actually 
spent several weeks, months in jail because of the stories he did for Tihilhi. He was nut 
to probe the poaching thai was tatiingi.l.ue in L : ttarakhan.i. hut the government, in col- 
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kind of organisations rhat k-.irnar Isadal ji.is hs.-i.-n working with. I part of rhe main- 
Take I III' bias in colpo I a'e India mi favour oi .!:> iiil.io.ious. .'gregioio human I i s ht< viol J 

lor like Modi. Given the following in ha- .1,411 ire.l eier> "luae for lis^ role in I lie 20il2 
i.im,i(H, 1 can't getaway from ,itir:g:i is example again loci again. Nowhe is the darling, of 
the mu-.li respected ( orpn-ate figures hko n. it .111 fata. Muko.h Anihani, etc. Other than 

exceptions like .'nil Ag.l. most corporate ieadc'VS seem to :huik ran this man is pfjrtic 

ministerial material. Tli.u lie would be greai fur the country, he is pro (IDF. He is great 
for economic growth. Thai he h.is blood 011 his hinds seems to he .1 minor detail that 
they would not allow 10 conic in the way of their overall appreciation of the ntan.Ciiven 
the insidious hold eorporaies have on the media. Iourn.ilisi.s have also heen betraying a 
hias In favour or Mod:. M.lny |.ii.rnalls;s 1 cgaid \le *Y. :i 'lis ..: h L i :n. 11: : , i^:ils violations 
as a hit 11: ,1 nuisance. V.'^.r.cvcr til. 1 er.eily i l :he crimes iie migh: have committed, we 
would ideally like him to emerge unsealhed from these ouin.ui [ k'.bls issues. If there are 
any issues of atcnu nubility .ij'.iinsl him, lli.il make .1 nice copy, we might devote a little 
space to [hem. Bui on the whole our hias islopl.w into Modi's hands, and project him as 
> Strom; administrator who is >;;r cat : or devejopmcr.:. No: exact !v .111 altiludc Ihat would 
cum us the co:::idc:jcc ..'t human rights defenders. 

Shoma l.lluadhary has i 1: -.L now made .1 telline ob.-civ.ui.m about tile myth ol impar- 
tiality. I couldn't agree with her more. 'I he media is often -a 11. lei pleasure to fit into this 



national elements, was being oblivious of the conspiracy to hreak up the country and so 
on and so forth. Ihe hodon-mss of the propaganda was established when the same issue 
of '84 riots became acceptable in the vas:1y changed circunistioces of the Manmohan 
Singh reign. 

Hie crusader of justice in the 'M cases. Mr Pboolk.i, who i.> sin in,, here in the audience, 
suddenly found hunse]:' much in demand in I he media in rcoenl years. The same media 
was nowhere to be seen in the fit's when the wounds of the Delhi massacre were still 
fresh and so much more evidence was available. So thc-e perceptions of some journalist 
heing an activist and exceeding his brie: a. iourjuli.it can he a very ephemeral and this 
tan he very subjective or susceptible io .hang,', .is i. evident from the personal example 
[cited just now. 
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injail for many moths, were ultimately let off, lining entirely In lilt- efforts of M1M and 
its buyer i^lius: he.oy odds. V.'e shoul d a'luu .1 lesson :'ri'm oisr failure to question the 
claims made by security a-cyneics .1; a tune vHicn our i:-,terven::eii enuM have clieeke.l 
human rights violations. 

While there is this d.uk side jiu'ui us in the incdi.i, llierc is a li: i;;h; fide too. We are a 
raised hag. A lot of us have die poleiili.il, I he will 1 rally with hum. in liijil* defenders in 
just causes. We m.iy n.it .dw.iys respond willi due il.ierily t.i your calls. Sometimes we 
mly lei you do'.vji. jiui .11 oih.T limes we m.iy prove he more lli.-.n useful, because oj 
tlic impact a well dene piece .': i .m 111 .Usui c.-:i ii.ive. _'ie mec.i.i has its role cut out to 
promote a culture in .-. li:^ ii human rights de lenders are not only setnrc, but also heard 
with respect. 
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Generalising the media is not right ma large majority, 
especially in small (owns and IcJisils, are doing their work 
,n fairly a.' Jhciiiiiihi iJn. It dues imt sinW proper iintv 
.it nr.' ii (firing I'.iijmplc i.; dim- if.u:. ■)((;■ inn) OJlir.igeiilfill' 
vr .ire doiiiy our n™*. A " d ''«/»"■ lh e wittb JumCinj; 
KUMARBADAL and arrets, we. .vaiimied with stmt: it erations that 
Jaunalist exposed the goremment ami the. high and mighty. 



Some people in this room have this geiicr.disc'd opinion about the media, 
and we know lh.it the media is gradually becoming the latest whipping 
boy of the country, something re sere ed for long for the politicians in pub- 
lic domain. But isolated cases .-I ion 1. 1 not k\ui to dose rihing I he whole media as 
manipulative and corrupt, li cannot he Jo obit J that journalism ii 'the business 
of news' for some, bui it's -till .1 'smiil profession' lor I he m.iiori I y of professional 
journalists. Hie mod in has su tiered a I01 '.0 keep the torch burning. One cannot 
ignore what Tehelka has gum- through, whai : have jihi; 1I1 rough, and whoso- 
ever who has had an experience or a frontal and sc.it lung attack by the then N DA 
government, when they stalled ivili h hutuiiiy. against Tel'.elka and the way they 
went about it. Hie might ofinc Mate was at full and ugly display. 
At government agencies, such as the Oil, the IT department, the ED started raiding 
our premises at the behest of the then government. My home was raided, our (TtJlcftd) 
office was raided and when they couldn't find anything in snbsi.iiili.lte iheir canards, 
they issued lookout mil ices .Ig.iiusi me In colour me .is ,10 .blonder ami misguide the 
public into belie vine. ::i.it siinicdiinc: a .'- iishv. An.l ivh-ju -.■■■er- thai didn't work, as our 
lawyers sent their, a leiial notice I contCLisLLnc. ikci '..l:c:i rliev lia. called me to join the 
investigation, how could they term me an 'absconder'). I hey had to call me as a witness 
10 the Clll headquarters in ,i case of 'conspiracy lo pinch wild animals'. When I appeared 
before them, they bad mi aces L'i"; up their sleeves. There was sheer pressure from their 
political bosses to torture me and feed words in my mouth and implicate my editors 
Tamn Tcjpal and Aniruddha Rahul (who were the prime targets for this witch hunt) 
in this false, malicious and ridiculous (conspiracy to poach!) case. Even this fell flat as 
thecnurt could see through their nefarious design, while arguing for my police remand, 
and ordered my turn la>vyers to be present with me all through the 72 hours at the CRT 



keep my sanity intart and didn't siicuunb In .my sinister design, jail w,is a hetter place 
to breathe th a n the Juii-y coll. se initially I was .1 lilt relieved 1,1 have reached there. Hut 
gradually it caught hoi J of mo and . wanted to cot out .is v.ion as p.isdhlc. But that wasn't 
meant tn be as, after all, I mas up accost the mighty State! The individuals who were 
mil 1.1 lake revenge on 11 s 1 01 eip.-sing ilmn didri 1 rest even 1 W\-; and ensured thai i 
stayed in ja.il for a long time. Cming into the Ji-i.'.ih In .i| [iv.ipri.iie .11 this platform 
as the matter is Mill suh-itnlke ( y.-n cien after lii long years thv tvi.il hasn't started), hut 
when my bail hearing re .u hod ihe ^upionu Court, the honour.dilc court reprimanded 
the Llil for keeping me m jail tor so long (su months! with.iut hail mi the plea that the 

me free from the incarceration after six and half months. 

The main reason for arresting 1110 ivas in inipli. ate ilie editors of Ti-iiWhi 011 false charges, 
and this k established by the t'aet :liat till to Jay. even arrer lii years have passed, the case 
is still in the pre-trial stage and even the charges have not hecn framed. 'Ihe CB1 has lost 
interest in ihe case which is dragging in the court- However, this is a big physical, emo- 
tional and linanda.1 Intrueil tin me. There were two gentlemen. 011 the basis of ivluise 

mcthatlamnotthcpcrson they gave a statements against, hut I am still facing that trial. 
One of them has even told the court on record that a CB1 official had called him on hi; 
phone Jut in 1; 111* Jqv-siiion m tile car! and tried to ::i:lt:e:Ke ;l;m inl.^ giving theil hue 



[ am also a part of the media and I have been doing my work honestly, despite the witch 

.1 halt 111 on lbs. h ven a lie 1 1 ha:, a tier coming out .■[ i.ni. we did a vei y big story, a very big 
sting operation. ; ', , vr,t!.<'ji PaMvi.'iritit, wdlkh was .ni Vasli-lor-ciuctv' sc.lm. Ele ven MPs 
were dismissed on the hasis nf that. So we are not intimidated hy these tactics. The major 
section of the media is doing their ivmk hoi 1 est h. i iencialising I lie media is not right , is a 
laige majority, especially 111 small towns ;-,n iL i.lr.o.'.-. are doing I lie-: r ■.•oik as lair ly as they 
could do. It does not sound propel since ive llj a hvin^ ex.lmple ol' how honestly and 
cem.u;couslv we .ue eome, em- v.'-.'il-.. A:kI even e.eM'.to ItLoiyileh liuntiiK and arrests, we 
continued with sling .ipetation* evposcd l:ie i'..'vei 11 111 cut and the high and mighty. 
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SHOMA 
CHAUDHARY 

Ar.nri^firi] L'ri'fii.'-. 



today. : 



firilogiupjiciltiriliiipi'ifi.rs. U, irii .ir.ifiiiiingilld IJDjW 
miii II is rery rmpurtiiiit/or ui It) usrertuin d(r/f rtii'lfy. 
Nciilriim> iiiciinj I /mi yon go to all the noteholders 0/ the 
.Nn-v. vl^i '^n thiit siJe ii/iirrs/tify .mil vim ri("r.Mirt 
JirilJi/ullviii iiuirsliin... Yin, mutt ascertain the facts, the 
truth as you believe ii Id be ilir truth and put your moral 
weight behind it. 



W.- know that there are an increasing numbeis of attacks happening 
not just on journalists, but also human rights workers, RT1 activists, 
whistle-blowers anii people who are from the organised networks. 
Tehcika is amongst the most Bijjb profile targets of these attacks. Not just Kumar 
Badal but also Sh.rik.-.i Shaima v.- -.is i,u Ici-.i lor .J most :!x months in Tihar jail 
without a charge sh ee I .'.gains! the 111. Kumar was devastated mdlost about 30-40 
kg of his weigh: in iail. o'luhina was a j..ui nulls: wi; Ii us working on a terror case, 
which involved tiie .Muslim preaciier ■\bdur.11asar Mj'J in: ;n K.inutaka; she was 
put to a lot of distress by '.lie p. 1 lice. I had this re.il ejiperier.ee when a Kamataka 
police officer called me and said, ",i,i|- Jlhim.ri; iv' oiii ;miu. o'liiJirmr kyu lenwul 
luu?" I said, no, she is not a terrorist ; .she is .1 journalist worsing with us. But they 
still went and filed .! caso .le-iinsi I'- it. Wo suh'J with her .in. I >>^i the anticipatory 
bail for her. Ibis case is still in court. 

There is a distinction lietvveen those ot'us who ire in the maiiistre.im media, ire in tile 
melros, part of the L : i:eli-:!i .ik 111 e m.iili.1, Iijl.lcm' there is .1 barricade that protects 
Lib- possible from Jcr.th or m.-.ir.-.'r.-rion. People see^ina Us o.ir r.in he seen as a kind of 
security for us. 'I tier; is .1 iv.ul:i higecr iim.eni.mj .1: journals:*, human rights workers, 
and RTI activists on the ground who Jo not even have the film of protection that we do. 

remain immune from the process ef.i demr.,:r.wy, which is.i le.e-il system. I Jou't believe 
that we should stay immune from court c.ises; we must submit ourselves to the processes 
of the State as every responsible citizen docs. 

So, I don't seek an artificial immunity for journalism. Yes, what we Jo seek is facluality, 
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ti-ritiori, which wa- ih.'ii', JmIi'I. miJ mi. my lcli-of-Lcntic r.idba.s, ii i lei licluals, almost 2 (Ml 
of them in M.tltar.islii'.i alone, who hive been [-kk^.i. up cod put in j.ill for the possession 
ci' either Khagai 'in til"-, wr rings, Arumlk.Hi Roy's wr Kings, or Mao's hooks. 
So, lltC tact Is thai we .110 hcj^ln n nig to ..-ens' I k: I: u el I CI rial I I COi-L.^i il .111 d polhical disscn I 

and I think thai we have lo he es'.rcnicly nnmrJ .tlmul :l. There ait tour aspects to litis, 
syhich is, as a euumiunily. which l.u cs l.'i civd I ■ I ■ c 1 1 i,-v.v dlrcM be JoeUScd I'll. Tbcre 
is a State, media, Internet arid the community nf.utivists itself. I want lo focus first on 
the Stare and I think there are three or fniii trends here tlut we rriu (i hoth combat and 
amend and one o: lite innsi sigzntie.inl .■lie- is rh.ii as .1 s.'ue-.y iris! country we have 
st.-.rled to scduc security ur.i^.: :i:o:c thaii Ire cconi. . dlmi-. hlul:i .'i the .r.ro cities lll.lt 
arc happening to the community and to lire ordinary cLtbcns, arc done in the- name of 
security an J I think ,igdn and again, ihal we mil si push li.i,k ill is Ire ml, where the ijues- 
tion of security matters urnre ill. in indLiklu.ll freedom. The h.i: in ci.-nc through atrocities 
and terror attacks is way less than the harm done in the name of security. We will defend 
those who .lie flicked up wrongly m the nunc ol tci/or attacks, bet 1 diink even while 
we Jo that, we acku, v. iclgo Hie dilhcuhics o: security csuhh'Lmcuts in finding those 
behind these attacks, Doggedly, as a society, we must stick to the idea of freedom rather 
lli.in die Lile. of security I'cc.ms,. when we piss.ap th,' wrong pe.iplc, we r.]i pe.iplc 
wllo are whistle-blowers .m.J we pick up inm-ccnt people, wbic:i increases rile cycle of 
hate and revenge; we push, people nut n: the sy.t.-m into .1 place or despair and I often 
say thit despair is the most danger.' us form or' cniorLii:! because lliat means you have 
nothing to lose, you have no slake in die system and you really don't care. 1 think this 
is a much more dangerous enrol ion in society than even haired and prejudice ever can 
be. I am blaring a way purrcy for the journal i sis but I drink r let of this kind of attitude in 
society is the what allows us to ass.mlr a spectrum of people, ranging from innncenrs ro 
those who are defending human rights. 

The other aspect totocu.son is Ilia Iramework el legislations, iiy large, we have a growing 
Constitution, we live by that Consiiiutiou, amending il as the years go hy, hut stick- 
ing to some basic principles on which llii. union was hnill. Rut ] think there is a sea 
of legislation now, which is being discussed, drat needs scrutiny, bor instance the new 

but as a part of this scenic, .-.nv.ic.s w.io :il.-ws ihc wiiisd.-. Wi b -so the principle of the 
presumption nl imioseiwe helor,. one is or.'ss'ii guil'- e \u- hod v who blows the whistle. 

we all know, people who are righting fo: human, rights.-.i o hgh ring forthat kind of legisla- 
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tion only, but this too is just one small piece of the larger tight. Legislation by 110 means 

So, we don't necessarily have to be always in a position of extreme confrontation that 
activists find themselves in. I nflen wonder about Ibis amhigmiy.iiid cnniplesity of posi- 
tions that people must Take .n.l 1 have come to a metaphor for niy-elfm explain the kind 
of positions that all ofusmusi keep in society. I hive come to this idea of deterrence and 
holicv o tint peoples m.ncrlKiirs I'll the grnui-.d. people '."lio are a.tieists. people '.' In 

are really lighling for LielibooJ and lir life itself on the ground cannot have black and 
while positions of eMrcme ion frontal ion. Journalists are as much in the business of ex- 
posing wrong as of pet scad nig those who are empowered tn d,i better, In appeal to their 
better instincts and to persuade those on the otherside of the reoec to come to more 
middle tii inir-.d- I tee! rhetoric and absence o: iiiieimai ion is a he. factor in why there 
ate sii many assaults .1:1 huir.an i:ohs ...orkevs. V. hc:i I spell, to politicians or speak to 
bureaucrats, 1 have realised -Jul apart hum wllatccci pie in. lice J ;■>.--■- i I ions that they have 
lomefrotn; there is also a huge absence of infmmari..n. We are all functioning in shallow 
waters, we Jo not haee .1 window into each other's wot 1.1 and we -hi in" have a window 
into each other V compunctions. 1 wat-.ted 10 g-..c yo it 'I'e. jriL e sample s. Some year s age, 
■■• Lien [ kiu.lusjiu 1.11111.-: .1-. ,i;L.l ^ ku.; ,u id lut- .r.-.- 1 1 was dcmohsiicd, coat I trom .k'in^ 
a cover story on it or on the life nf Binayak Sen, Tifcelb did much more than tlic just 
doing the journalism thai we Jo. We aho appealed in lawyer-; we appealed 10 political 
parlies, spoke to political parlies. 

We appealed 10 the HIP ao.l the Congress people to understand where Binayak Sen was 



arc only getting that kind of information, you can understand the kind of prejudice and 

what officers on the ground arc telling (hem, wh.i: hi rcaiicr.il s on the ground are tell- 
ing them and they loo are gelling vague in ha nn.it ion fr.nn a ecrt.iin point of view in tile 

111 the e/ouud. we isolate political Idlers, cor 
y the enemy. 1 think it's very important to keep 
bridges and the channel ni information open lo lliem. 'I hey musl begin to understand 
the world that we inhabit, the world lli.lt we are representing. [Is only when you have 
that open channel and multiple channels ol information, .11 Ic.ls: then we might hope, 
lii.u the v lie'cni to take decisions o.u ed on r.nr assessment 0: some thine; rather llun the 
prejudice that they arc operating from. I sironelv oclicvc tiiat :hh channel of informa- 
tion is important. Today, liie discussion is about assault on nicci.i, but unlike Kumar, [ 
really believe thai the media is a very big pari .'I llie problem IolI.iv. Manoj mentioned 
the mainstream media, JVit.fe.i is very doggedly Irving to be a part of the mainstream 

91| 
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There is a kin J of language we mv.l lo spe.k, to keen the f.iiili. to keep each other's mo- 
rale up, whereas [ believe there is a wider work: there .uid the job of the media is to have 
its voice out imonpl the non believers. Ieee!;-,ts atremrit is lo he in the main stream. I 
v.o.nt lo bring nul an e'.oi-.;ile. i:'.st.i;k:o a: ^ on i s on, •■ jv.ii'i .[id a Me. story on. We 
havo repeatedly dime st.-rio-iini TCo[.a Ktmiaiii. -Soui Sin :, king.i Kodopi. Maoists, trihals 
taken to he Maoists, and mainstream media lu. branded a nybody who speaks 

up for human right, whether it i. 1'ra.h.iiit lilm.h.in. Aruodoat: Kny. whether ils Bin ay- 
ak, Himanshu or 'iWjeitii. Vve are immediately branded as either ndioals or as Maoists. 
And it seems to he thai we arc outsiders t." die se.iem and :.re ready to bring down the 
nation stale- Hi. 11 is again |nc ud i.e. Vi'l'.. 1 .: ! I in. I a 1 1 me. is thai die iii.lirislreaiu media 
is i:l.| only slisintcicsted in tile": j.-.ues. They have 00 kainewoi k i 10:11 which lllcy are 
operating. They do not believe in the kind of society tli.it wo are all struggling to proton 
which is hasioally one where eieil libctiios and freedom are ihe hasis on which domoc- 



Today too much of the media is about 'he ..aid, she said: Tdtelka wis also a victim to this 
tendency and 1 lliink that the lirst time we leally understood 1 hi-, w.is when we did this 
2001 story on corruption in defence procurement. We were subjected to the most slan- 
derous eanip.lign pes-.mle anil die :1:0s; l"Lnlllii:ig l-|-eol nl thul was you oouhl imagine 
loo ■ioveiiuv.enl cumuli: down. >lio:r.^'- 0:1 vec 'VI1.1: we c.'uld ni l uiulcr.und is th.it 
the medil fraternity would do .1.1, y, / from the Hi:' govcimucn: said this, Tarun Tejpal 
from TchdLi -ays this, and tll.il was the end of the slory. Thai puts yon into dialectic of 
two opposing forces, he s.iiil Ibis .111.! die said tll.il anil wli.U i. the audience supposed 
to believoT How arc they .ui'pu.c.l to re.'.d toe world: 1'od.iy, we tell our ioumilists (hat 
vre arc not just stenographer, or ..niplincrs. We ,11: modi. nine die world and it is very 
important for us that to ascertain ob;cctivity, ,;tid neutrality moan, that you go to all the 
stakeholders of the .lory. You get their side or' ihe story .old ynu represent lhat faithfully 
in your .lory iiu: ..1 iournalism must liecome .1 point of view. Von must ascertain tile 
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tacts, the tillth. a.s vm' believe :: to be the l-u:o .iiui p.:! '. oui moi: ■...■e:e i i:t hchiod it. And 
I think, that is (he risk that media must take. You mint declare your position so that the 

you may come from, right, left, centre, whatever it is, it must be a declared position. Our 

out journalism poves lliat .\ is pobiblv lyine. !o: this ni.inv tcasons .md Y is where lllc 
truth lira and I lliinls nulline. moral weie,ot heliim! a cei tain version ufa story has rally 
heiome the need of our limes, Stories like ih.it of [ lim. ir-.hu Kumar, binayak Sen, Aj.iy 

I t r ami in-lni litem it: Ih.irkhand. 

There arc those endless number of cases, tehcre it is really the l.viinessof the media that 

two very quick points. One is the new media. Tin- new media lias a huge piilenlial to 
protect usfrom the assaults we .iicM".icin K hecausc iiiformatinn can be shared in realtime. 
We have CGNET and what i limanslm wore doing, all the dalit and tribal networks to tell 
the stories without the mediation of anybody else ami 1 think it is a very important tool. 

II ear. go \ ir jl a-_ioss the v.vu.l .inc. I Ihir.k i: :s .-. '.n^ s.'leL^Lai'J. We must Irain mure and 
more on the ^ro-aiut, inoie and nmiv | n ^- . -. | ■ I ._- lo leh loci: o-.,n M.u ie- with the cheapest 
kind of technologies-, so lliat al Icasl the ground fads ean teach larger audiences. iSut 
equally 1 think that the Internet has a very negative potential ami thai is something that 



1 .mi not going logo inn- lb^ J.'lails ouvnat ic happening with Tr,'n-/ej. bill I really want 
to leave this thought with us. That is if we begin to outlaw avaryhody in our desire for 
purity, we will find that we can't even live in this -.vnrki anymore. I think we musr un- 
derstand that first ot all, there is a complexity to our battles and what wc fight for oil the 
ground is important. Above lliat 1 he-re are many ]iositions Ibal ire also fighting for the 
same freedom. Let's strengthen ,-aih other rather th.io eindinj each oi her 's strengths. 
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where this incident took place. I appealed to them to not 
kill me, that I don't Imiv any enmity with Ihvm, but hare 
so with the superintendent of police only. If the SP has felt 
SAMIUDDIN something bad or is upset by any news then they should 

ILLIYAS NEELU lute me to the SP office. I would try to clarify my position 
journalist but they should notktilme. 



I am a staff reporter of Amat Ui.ihi and a resident of Lakhimpur Khiri, Uttar 
['rjutsii. A torn! seam took place, in Lakhimpur Khiii where the ration to lie 
allocated to the poor people under the PDS scheme was not allocated to 
them by the administration. It was either siphoned olt to the tvialia or the admin- 
istration sold it outside. ] exposed this nevus ir. the f;\io scam and publisher! it 
in my newspaper. Tlie impact of exposing this scam was so intense that the CBI 
immediately started an enquiry. One !AS ulilcer and :ive PCS uiHcers were im- 
mediately suspended. 

Ah a result of lliis, the .administration was very ane/y with me and threatened me with 
dire consequences. Hi cy warned me thai ] should nor publish any news of this nature tn 
HI lure, lejinrinc. (heir 1,'aiiiin;:. I als.. csposcd <hr iilmi ; he: '..Ten [' 'h,e, adnnin.sl ration 
iiad larid ni-tli.r, [nis.ipr.'|i: i.n lue l.ni.l I^H.'ii'^ii:^ h' |'..'"r :'L"]'ie. [ iiii .^till Liniliiiniiiy; in. 1 
duly workings .1 le,: lie's i>'ui uih.L. ler"; liz.e i^si:cs • '! iml'lic interest. 
I started receiving more anJ more threatenine. calk I also cot a hint that the powerful 
lobby was planning to implicate me in serious, but false cases. Therefore, I met state 
home secretary on February?, MOS iri Luckntiw. Further, I met DGP, accompanied by 
my friends, on February 5, 21105 In Lucknow. I submitted a memorandum, with all news- 
paper cutiings, and explained 'n him as in Ii.av Nh M\ N Padiuia. was ihreairniue. me, 
thai I feared for my life. ] requested him to inquire into the matter, transfer the SP from 
that district in the interest ..fa fair enquiry, and provide me security. Thehmne secretary 
did not take the issue seriously and reassured me that nnthinj; was^oine, to happen to 
me. Contrary to this, what happened to me is asfollows: 
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mil three moton yik-v Su J ;KtlI die-, 1 s:o|i;-.-.l u-..-, look iih' k ; - kev and grabbed ine. 
Uui' person go! ;i I mm the eep in J his revokei on m v head. AT lint moment 
1 eo-al.l lull Undei'SMlld '■k.'l -..-.is ■_;.■]:...; ,11. I though: 'll.ll |'oinc "..ere lookim; !••[ some 

irknbal and had stopped me by mistake. 

When 1 asked as In whal was the mailer .mJ why li.nl ihey -lopped mi', 1 was told that- 
they were looking fur me for some iwik. ".So don't worry .mil keep .|uiet," they told 
rac. Then they pot me in riie jeep, wok me to the outskirts of the city mid discussed 
something .liiieng themselves lov .1 i.-hilc- Lolloping mi:, dice took me ne.tt' the r.iikv.iy 
eto.ssing -.vlli'zc fin n: Lie peliecinen '.hie-licned :11c- "Today : s v.Hi 1 .1-1 d.iv, ' lie said as 1 
,1(1(11' .lied to them helplessly, to let me oil'. There was nobody present ,lt the dead of the 
night there. I told that [ had no enmity with them, that I did have a problem with the 
SP, but not with polieeuicn. 1 re. [nested them to take me 10 theollice oftheSP if he was 
upset '.ill', me ior .111 v lei and lh-11 J .■.■ouUel.'r i:v nr.- ion, h.il the v should not 

Again they put me back in the jeep and started moving towards llic railway crossing hut 



kept nit there till four o'clock and then took me to the police station where I was kept 
in a cell. 

Meanwhile, my Liniil y r.iemluT' had aire idy -.Lined se.nehing for me in dillWenl places; 
they had even called my etLec .lnil friends. They feared lhal some ineklent must have 
happened due to dc:i-e to-.;. ^ ome .ii t:;y iriend-: e.nr.e to notice -Lilion in the morning 
and ncre shocked to see me there. [ asked them :o li it J en: :kc charges against me. Ac- 
cording to the charges I rimed againsl me, I iv.is invoke J i:i : r.i I: le king animal items like 
.r.vodile skill-. lio:i .sin. homed rhinoceros ,md sandalwood. They had made me an 
international smuggler overnight. As [ was sent lo jail, there were a number of protests 
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SP's transfer order was issued but since she was very close lo poliHcil leaders, her trans- 
fer was cancelled. My case was transferred to CID, which declared me innocent and 
charged tlic puli.i' nil:] hanJIme; tbi f,i S [ in a careless manner. I repeatedly demanded 
that policcoKiceis he ciiaiilf J tor ki.hiipinnc. .nij artempt t.i murder, but to no avail. 
After that 1 came to Delhi to make a representation with the the Press Council of India. 
Since my application was already there, the PCI formed a fact folding committee com- 
prising live members. 

So, when i letter was sent by the PCI summoning the SP, she didn't turn up. The PCI 



paid to me and put on record that this offence was as grave as a custodial death. The 
NHRC also ordered an enquiry by an ADGP rank officer to monitor the conduct of SP, 
MS N Padamja. The ADGP, after trying to compel me lo compromise, sent his report 
to the N11RC recommending the closure oflhe case, contending thai there was no solid 
basis for this case against the SP. that 1 failed lo produce any evidence due to my alleged 
absence. I submitted to the commission my side of the story and the N] IRC asked the 
ADC P lo produce 'written statement of Mr Nillu." 

I have not been given anv itimpensarmn as yet. tin- J : "S an. J IAS lobby has united against 
me and even the Nl IRC has taken the details of my case off its website. I am still a victim 
and am continuously facing harassment and intimidation. I have told the NI1RC, the 
police ami the aulhoi itics that '. .'.ru iinl '.;i'i[ig I. 1 eonipiiiinise- Thi' i' not my personal 
liiiltl, ibis n rlu- lighi ni'cveiy jojmah.i and fir c iv ry journalist. 
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.■imi l-.rUhli i.i/Pi-jiivr.i-nnJ f In meili-s ii/iortuw 

■ir/ed uji /in 1 daring fafe r rttt glfe iBCTteBdtfd i" t'ufriug 
•Wen roller ov my Ices, siripcri.iim; mc fr.inj the roo/ 

,V. .'. , ,ce J: rei'.'!.;^ ; 

, r.-ij.il'/r !<> iir.'vidciijivlcuiIlD m v iillegcil iiini/nmri;! 
■.(liiiNiii;!-, 111." lutein if vn/ I lie (nrlrdr.- iii.jnisiii. J .iikM 



Sometime 1 wonder ,5.1 to wii.il w.ts the reason for Mugli.il emperor Jah.iitgir 
to recite that "iigiirjirJos Jure iiwii, ■W.i mmim .nio linmiu iislci" (if there is 
paradise on the earth, it fa here, it is here, it is here). These days when we 
see Kashmir we can s.iy "ligjr Jo(,ii Imik j.uui. ,i.<t(> Ii.hnih iijifi (mmi/m iisfe" (if 
there is hell on e.ti th. :t :s he-e, it is lieie, it is here 1. The reason why I soy this is 
because Kashmir today is heavily populates by armed personnel and security 
agencies. There are hundreds of Kashmir policemen and more than two dozen 
intelligence agencies that are active here ilong ni'.h some of the resistant groups 
and militant organisations. 

How does a journalist work in this kind of scenario? 1 remember meeting Mr Martin 
Bell, when he was wurkingfor the BBC TV as a war correspondent (now he is a member 
of parliament of UK|and]ie shared some of his experiences with me. He laid that when 
he was in Vietnam, he was facing guns from two sides; the resistance forces of Vietnam 
and the US army. Me said that when he entered Vietnam, he started writing literally in 
favour of die United States of America and the US army because of allies. So the Viet- 
namese were unhappy jnd thev u^t M .iccese iiini I'enic ■. t'lased journalist. Attcr 
some time tie IliuiiJ .'c: t:n: li.e lichLiiiie^L v.eie i'ciii-.; 'i;p|'i .^-e.l. l:i|leJ ,nul harassed 
by tile US army, uho were illegally .^.upying llieii I.111J. f le then Mailed highlighting 

posing I ",'tli el' then! in. I I' o;h hec/anc ar.li.iopv v. id: liini. .so, when I asked llim to guide 

over 71) sides (stakeholders) at that lime and not \i.>i two. There were about 30 militant 
organisations, sevcr.it seeurily lorre< ami polk e pei s.11, net having gnus and weapons. He 
said we had to find our own ways because there were too m .my people lighting with ami 
.iniongst e.ich other. I wouto he hv I i ■.'.!■: cr.^e it" one man ice. I I .' survive while in that 
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akriLr , iii^ niii:..') ! I ' !.■ | ■ 10; 'k 1 hv kl.l 1 1 1 ; '| ■ Ir.g .<::■: I 1 ..': : :ig ' k.' iv si'ili. 

In January 2DU4, I wis rakcn under crtonnon rrotr. hadioi: liag:i .irei of Srimgir while 
toming out of the headquarters of the 15 Corps of Indian army. Hie then army public 
relations officer had given mt.i ride in his oar sn 1h.1t ] could collet die payment of a hill 
of my employer (Weekly i li.iri.re) iV.nu his. duo. A li or detaining me. the policemen put 
me in an unmirkod whuc-oolour gypsy iar .1:1.] rook me to joint interrogation centre In 
Srinapar nil the hanks .if Hal l..iko. 'I kere I wasrokl 7h.1t I h .id been arrested by the CID, 
■is according 1:1 t '.rni v.ms ir. oh od 1-1 .1:1 osii- 11:1.1 r:0 ucl .v.ir.; ■.. .':-:::g lor I'.i.a:: .1:1. I hey 
charged 111 c undct Sestets Ad .111 J loieuiv ,\ ,700.1 . Oi.bi.iiicc, which ale nou- 

haikihleaud cm yihe death penalty. 



encounters, killings and other such mails wk downloaded from my wehsite ,ind col- 
lected ioooi my email. 

Suddenly I wis .-tinier 7rd 70 t:ir\l docrA 1 7.17111-0 i.-|7-..'t'l :nmg is,;ec. .1 single question. 
They kept me blindfolded for three-four days. They used to put some food in front of me 
to eat, hut they didn't allow me to wash my hands and face, they did not allowme to use 
toothpaste to brush my teeth, neither did they allow meto go to the bathroom and toilet 
on proper times. I was put in a tell for four days and after that they brought me out and 
started questioning. They dubbed me as an active agent of ISL They issued a statement 
that they had arrested a top hrass activist of 1ST. .Sahil Maqhooi. who was workingundcr 

of a relative in Rawalpindi uiimi daughter .v.i. /.-.'in;; to ho m anted. It was in my laptop 
bag. Jiveiythkig w.u taken I10111 1110 hci.iusc I v.:u a photographer and reporter. I was 
having a complete journalistic kit with me like camera, mobile phone and digital re- 
cur dei ind some o;koi c.eclic.u.:,. l:,..:l;l7s and a diary. 

I: ^ as .1 hellish e.\|'ci ien^e Liuklle iiiolIcs .it torliite iiirkctCLl iMi iiie uku iiig i:it07' 10.4.111011 
extended to putting a wooden roller on my legs, suspending me from the roof, caning 
my feet, besides official, regularly heating mc. As I was unable to provide any lead to 
my alleged moo hcnicnt :n espionage, the intensity nl ike 1 inure iturc.iseJ. I could not 
stand on my feel. Other detainees would help nie change clothes and eat. My house was 
raided thrice, and all cquii'tiuuts inducing .1 computer, bonks, tils and diaries were 
taken away by the Cm pcrsoniiel, which have not been released till date. On October 
one, I was shifted to the central jail in Srinagar where I was kept for a month. A month 
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under ihc Public Safety Act md shifted hack in the Koie li.ilw.il j.iil. The process was 
repealed four limes in 'Id months nil January 2008. 

I In rin,; those 10 months in ia:: and under :n:e: I'. .\;a:i;-ii. f was aim nit tut otf irom my 
family. I could hardly see my children and met my ailing mother after two years in Hum- 
ham a interrogation centre. My physLally sh.illciiged hrolher would repair radios and 
TVs at home lo feci my mghl-nieoihcr f.nuilv daring my detention. 
In 2007,1 was shifted lo Am piiaha district jail, where I was kept in a dark, solitary cell in 
the hot summer months of May, June. July and August. There was no fan in my cell and 
each 24 hours i was allowed only a single visit to ihe toilet located outside the cell. Tor 
the rest of the time, 1 had to use a tin canister as a toilet and later clean it in the "main" 

jailtoread 1 tlrtc 1 t rll neesand each would speak the truth and 

honestly confess his crimes, if any, bul 1 found that more than SB percent of Ihc inmates 
were innocent. During my detention, I almost completed the scripts of seven books, 
including my jail dairy "Sliahisian-e-wajood" which was adjudged .is Ihe second best 
book by Ihe France- based Reporters Sans Frontiers in 20iW.My oilier writings included 
a story collection, poetry and fiction, which are now in the process of being published, 
"ihe authorities were supposed ro the a cjiai'cc -hect against me in a cour: of law within 
60 dap of my detention hut I was Sield without trial for more than 30 months. When 
the courts quashed die tilth Public Safely Act detention order slapped on me, my case 
was presented before a sessions cmu l in Srinugur. The case is si ill going on and 1 have to 
attend Ihe court every month. 

Finally, my release came un 9 January 200B. But, by then 1 had lost all my professional 
contacts and il was like Mining from the scratch again, after 18 years in the field of jour- 
nalism. All Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC) senior leader Shahir Ahmed Shah of- 

We havelDSI eleven journalists curing these 1 yeas ..it conflict. Llcvcn journalist were 
killed either hylhe security forces or may he one or two by those renegade militant who 
were supported by Ihe government itself, and many oilier have losl llleir limbs. Many 
have heen arrested and detained. We need to think about ::]'. tiiese people loday and take 
considerate s:cpsto support Ihem. 
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When I was in jail, it was compulsory for every prisoner to 
parade infrontaf the jail administration every Monday 
mid all tie details were written nil paper. It was only 
when my turn came anil 1 read those papers that I came 
AJAY T G to know about the charges that I had been framed with. 

Documentary Vie main elnnp'S were under sedition and the Cliuttisfarh 

Hurl Maktr, ChattLsgarh Special Public Security Act. 



On 23 January 2008, 1 was going to Raipur to attend a meeting. On my 
way I got a call from my home and was told that the policemen were 
asking about me and my presence was needed. Since i was about to 
reach Raipur, I decided to y.o h.iek .illei attending die meeting, '[he policemen, 
however, took the phone from my wife and told me that 1 must come hack im- 
mediately. 1 called my codeay.uc Slid ha ,:iid oodi of us wenl hack to my house. 
When I reached there! found that the en itre residential area had been converted into a 

ins, my house. When 1 .inked diem if they li.nl ii se.udi v.-.irrsnr they said that since they 
■,vere there aliu.nl 1 .-. ;lie:e iv.ln n.i nec.l :or anv .i::-.uu. Ai-c: iie.uk : lirec- hours when the 
search operation v.ms torui'lcle.i. :hey Ink; [i:c ili.n If.evhad .l -.Midi -.vjrrant under tile 
Arms Act. They look me to lilt poliec station and ,\l-o look my eon^. liter. At the police 
station they told me to sit in one corner. Five minutes filer j policeman nine Willi a 
blank paper and asked me to sij;n il. I refused an. I in I urn lliev threatened me. I stood 
iirm and told them nMvrita soiiiefiinc on it iiisl. Ai'.LTv.-.ii.k liiev v.To:e that tliev cai nc.l 
out a search operation if. mv house v.'ilti iv.v nei mission .ni.l lli.r. diey in.ule me sien ii. 
They called me tii the polite station continuously tor len to twelve days. 
On .Sill May, I was on my way In yd milk lot my dnkl and w.ls slopped liy puliecm en 
who were on a moloreyele. Tiicy told me In timie io the police 'latum immediately as 
an officer wanted to meet me 1 IrieJ c.ipl.limny '.hem tii.v. I was t.iini;lo p;l milk for my 
tllild and would visit Ike poliec station as soon .is I iims done. The; did not relent and 

they took me in a jeep and presented nie in the conn, hand en lied. In die court, even the 
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were sedition inn un.ler tlu- i iihatti^a: n S r ,M.il l';iMie Security Act 
Here, I can say confidently th.it although the role of Intal media was biased, the rule 
of the national media wis very positive towards my aw. sptti.illytli.it of Till' rimes of 
Indti, The Hindu and Tthkka. I am very thankful in people like Harsh Mander andSid- 
dliarthV.inlhai-.ij.il i who highlighted my i.i.e in national news, wroie many ankles and 
thus huilt pressure nn the goveriinienr tn take the a decision in my favour. Tliis mass 
support was the main reason tint the stale government did no: fr.'.me sennus charges 
against me. One diy the Ll'limisgash in.]: 1 Mr vidiwaranjan. tame to jail and met me 
and Stalled 1-llking ah.'.il main limits. I lc s.nd th.-.l his ladle; wis .t levolutLUiaiy and 
he him sell" was a rcvolulioiiai y as a ehild. I le I.' Iked ah.uit rir.ij (iorakhputi, who is a 
noted poet. Then he asked me about Itinayak Sen. I saiJ that hinayak was the president 
ofPUCLCIdianisgarh.llesaidthatlwaswroug.tud "Hinayak is a \i\alite and I'UCL is 
a lietiojial unit n: Mai'isl." ihen he ad*e.l me I he '•h.'-e'l'i'iils ol Auup Singh. I said I hat 
1 didn't know wlltic he was. 1 le. then .is.-ieci me al'i'::i the connection hctwecn Anup 
Singh and Sudha Bharadwaj and he further asked that if they were matticd. But i refused 



'Ibis went on for neii 1 ah. mi one am! hah years, [■very [ilicc'n days | used lo go to the 
police st.'.tlon lor my fiitn.ilcic .■]! tf.e icnistc". Mv work Marled sutlcring severely .IS 1 
w,:s hcciniuic; iucrc.LMLie.lv un.iidc to c.iiiccnn.r.c en mv woik. . am a lllm maker and 
outdoor shooting is an t -iseritiil pari .if my work hut now I was unable to move any- 
where independently. In my pel il ion, 1 also es plained I E i ,11 even after one and half year 
the police had not been able l,i tile any chargesheet against inc. bill lite judge told me 
tii.u 1 was fjchic; scclili m ciiarc.es and my |-r tser.ee v.mv essential lor tile ease. Instead of 
giving me any relict in this ease, tie jiuige said that i h.ulte go to tlie polite station every 
month and it was lo continue lor four years. Alter lout and hall years, I got an invitation 
from England to prtsenl a paper in a seminar. Again, i pnl up a reiiiiest applitalion in the 
court esplaiiiiugth.it ibis seminar ivas eery important for me hcc.mse it was related to 



Then I moved my case to the high court. There ray advocate told rae thai Ihe ju dge had 
agreed to give mt p. emission hi; .omeliojy had In give guarantee. [ was confident of 
getting permission this tunc: lint -.'.-hen I saw ;ho nrdcr sheet, it was written there that [ 
v.ms iicnie.se ri."Cs .harcis Ail i_L ;hi .■i>.:ii;rv .■-■li emi ■,; .'11 a:, J :ii.'|-,'lor.\ rhcy oeeJc-i 1110 
to he present in the ease. Tims my applisatimnvas rejected en this ground. Hie [ decided 
in approach 1 Ik' Supreme Ciuri an,] tin- matter is it ill pending. 

[ want to draw your .mention to tl],' I'.icl thai ivli.'n my 1 n .1 i L application was rejected by 
the court, all the local Hindi newspapers reported my case as a case in which the court 
had rejected the application nf a nayal sympathisers to go ahroad. Local media also 



,lls without giving ,11 ivtll ingle I hem in return. Now, tile scnttal government (Minister of 
Bnv iron me tit and horcst) has given pcioi issi.m lojin.l.il to run iis activities which were 
e.i-liu iciectcd I".- the ■■.nil goccrnrncnl. "he ^i".*c: 1 1 il realil v 1- il'-i! these p. ■ . -r larr.bers 
wlusse lansls arc illegals .'ceumc.l hy "iudll. .11c nl.uining '.o protest against lindal. '[his 
the real picture o! ■.• [1.11 liiui.il is .l.'kiLi :n these areas. 'V lie:; '.vc see the names o: human 
rights orgauisaitons attending seminars hyUndal's college, we fee! very sad. We need to 
understand tile true nature ot" people like Jinclal, I licit activities in tribal areas and their 
definition of human rights. 



Copyrinriled malarial 



Session 9 
DEFENDERS IN CONFLICT STATE 




MLA had vliittil Ihh pint/. 1t:ere I met a itaxalile leader, 

' Snr/ln, and she laid me thai, "Kopa if you are Inking them 

KOPA K.UNJAM for justice, I nil! not slop you, but you will not get justice 



a Ch hart isgarh, the Satwa Judwitl campaign is supported by Chief Minister 



Raman Singh and also by the (."uncross, which is the opposition party. This 



.A. movement was originally -l.irte.i from L ) i ur villages of Amhedi, Kaikeli and 
Katru. The literal meaning or' .Si. is peace an J fiidimi is to ,ulJ people, thai is, 
to add the people lov pea,--.' wnrs, hot the government is doing just the opposite. 
The government is not helping and nroieciing the tribal people but is planning 
on ways to kill them i ft lie Siilw.i ,'ii.iun: campaign was really initiated by people, 
then it could have continued for !or. gei- and i« would have found peace long ago 
in the Bastar region. As .soon ,is (he development p nigra mm.- was finalised and 
the funds started coming or. behalf of rile S.i.'ie,! /iidiiui, the people who were 
really connected in ihis movement, the irihals, were ignored and non-trihals, 
especially, urban people who had little to do with Stiheii Judum, suddenly he- 
came its leaders. 

The government appoiinol the village vnutlis a- SI'Os (Speu.il Police O the crs) and also 
promised them 9 salary of Rs. .10(10 j.er rumnh. In re.ilily, (he g,wer,imeut used them. 
They are hcing asked to provide information .lliout the na.ialitcs, and in fading to Jo so 
they are being torture,!. Apart Iron; that the policemen are also lorcing these SI'Us to 
enter villages and ree.igiii.c .inyhclv woe locks siispicicus. So many people have been 
arrested in this process. When (his campaign smiled, I li.id spoken t.i Mallendra Karma 
(Congress leader andfnunder of Suiie.i/uJuoi) and warned that ive ludalready tried this 




eilkie sir ljr»(j enrol or Supreme ( ourl lieinusc Jill fflij 
data tribal people have neper got justice. 





105| 



CuDyinjIitea malarial 



were huined anJ rliey '.v<-n- ii.r^ilily tn.i J.' t,. mi^r.iiu- from iheir villages. I was threatened 
when 1 refused to join lh[' t j m [hey warned lli.it anyon,' wlni did not join would 
be considered a s'jpp.irter o: nayrdites ami In-, h.'r house '.-mild be b-jrnt down Us Sill) 
li n c sloped igims hiii. 'her. iieeryhody iv.is alr.iid. so I cccice.l in loin $,ith\i /it.iiun 
but right after two months 1 withdrew .is 1 found mil that they were terrorising vill.ijsers 
oil mere suspicion. 1 told M.ihendr.i Karma tlui 1 would nui .si.ijij.ori. this kind of work 
and I got .separated fr.Mii tlii. movement. As I disagreed '.villi S.i/:, ,i jminm, the Matwa- 
da incident neeuned. wiier,' policemen isille.l three v; I Liters inc blamed the naxalitcs. 
N c-xt moijiiiie;. n I heai"d tins news ] went t.i I lie police sniien. which is not iar away 
Itoili my p tsl e .inj sroke :.' then i.lmil. members. '[1ll-v [old me tjial [lie piihecmen 
were tilt real culprits: so 1 met some .if llle jauma lists -.villi these j'enjile ,lnd explained 
everything. The inspector who wa.s involved in this fake encounter is right now in 
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Chief Minister Raman Singh is repeatedly making a mistake and thinking that through 
Sudra (urfiim he would be able to maintain peace in the entire Chhattisgarh, which I 
personally think is impossible. Hence, I and many other alleged 'naxalitc supporters' met 
the Chhattisgarh government oilicial and complained that the health services are not 
hi in tion.il in ma ii, ■■ vill.ie.es. me.ai: iv adi is bk.i M ,,i uo:)sine,. So many sehools arc also 
not functional ami .'Id age pension sthenic is also not available. 'Ihcy said that all these 
schemes were iuriciioiiinc. and il'air.-one raises the; r .-.'i-.e iirimst the iuael we system, 
.liscrimimltian m Hi'.'cily lliey would :'e i'r.iti.ie.l is .-. nlA-llite Sim porter. Atler tl'.ai 1 
niccliiiii was organise.! ,il : : ..-,i|'u:- .imi ] met I liniaiisou v„e tol.l me thai lie had l.ikcn 
permission from I [on-.e Minister I' Uiid.imoaram for .'. jui\ .wm'.ii covering the entire 
lla star region because a lot .if violence has occurred in retell 1 limes, '[lie SPtllen called 
me and said that [he whole iiasier rcgien wa. like golden bird a:iJ 1 should stop sup- 
rortim; : limiiusii-. 1 ;.' a; him liiat i [m:imshi: '.vis i:ot even. .1 Irii'il im.l diat he was light 
ing tor nihil occult .aid .iciius: :.ic Li:s_nmir.ati 'n. 'lh.it heme a tri'.v.l veuio :i -.v.-.. un- 
duly to support him. 1 wis even ottered a sum of one lakh rupees and an SUV which I 
rejected and supported thej.nr swliwr. 

Hie SP said I was like a hum an rights aelivi'-t who J id not say a milling when nasaliles 
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killed ['L.^'l-o. hli' m.iLie .1 I.': .v n.'is.- mK-ii :ho .vn.-rr.r'.u'iir klloJ -..i\.i.li7i's. lie even 
lh:e.sleriuj In sll.vit .'.r^i ii-o iyI:l' |uitu ip.sk'Ll in the .'.in .■!.*! :i-vr .'-ill! I.' lIlJiih' him .1 Hy- 
alite. Next daylhey ljIIoi! me.i s .tin jikI ink! im' lh.it the DIG warned 1.1 meet me. I and 
HRLN advocateAlbanTonno went there and waited for a longtime after which we were 




them and nil il thi-m if they w.tnleii U> ane-l me ihey .ll.mld t.ikf mt lnllK-ptilkeslalimi. 



After that they tonk nuMi' lih.iiimiig.irh m.l jskeJ mr why I was p.uikipatiiig in the j,iii 
mmtai. They aim asked mt .ihmi: ahum my ivl.itiniis with Himanshu Kumar. They tor- 
All I mnt to say is that I am a tribal man and I am not afraid of death. All I want for my 
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DAYAMANIBARLA 



I want to share a lew things about jii.iikh.uul .iikl wh.ii is j'.oinj; on over there. 
Jharkhand state was created in 2000. But before 2000 we had been demand- 
ing a separate slate for tribal people and were iiifjitinii for this. The reason 
we were fighting for a tribal state was because the development of Jharlthand 
is well connected fo I lie deieki^iiieni of ivikil ai It me. their language and their 

After formation of the new slate, the state government has displaced 80 per cent of 
Jharkihandis from their land onlyfnr (he sake ofdc-velnpnienl and within that only 4.S per 
cent have been reloc.itcd. 'ilie resi oft ho people art iv.in.lerioo. in hie. cities for their sur- 

tiiai thev are e.ome. to .on duel a l.ishi.u; ^.li ule in tile sr.-ie. ^^'e si!.'[i^lvi i rsi - .LSleJ against 
this corporate sponsored fashion show. U'c argued that this state was created for devel- 
opment nf tribal people, not Kn' llie eoiporalimis. W'l ilcmonsti.iled where tile fashion 
show was being oipumsed and ihev e.illc.i the p.'liLC. When the polkc Lame, they tried 
to disperse us; they eoen be.it us and threw us in a poli L e jeep. "Ill is was our first protest 
against the corporal isaiion e: Iharkh.mi!. We also shouted slogans saying we will not 
make this state available for corporate houses. We all know that Jharkhand has almost 
completed ten years. In these years Ilie sla'.e euvenimciil lias sipicd "memorandums of 
understanding' with 10A corporate houses. The real actors hehind the 104 MOUswith 

thine; for iheir own hen eh.. All ike compime ■ tjiat liave sicnej i memorandum with the 

I truly do not understand why people arc say inc. trial human I ii'j its violence is not preva- 
lent in Jharkhand. Heine, a human l iellls defender, 1 I'eel that in the present situation 
all the Jharidiandis are ready for a movement and thai they have decided that they will 



Conynyhled malarial 



anyland from these areas and kuc not dared us start ihcir work bciause of the resistance 
!i i'iv, llie |Ji.irkh.u:d' pen.'lc. 1 1,....- ]i..vl .;ec:.lcd dia 1 . :hcv will ru t give their ancestral 

Iivant to share with you cvjctly how »t an' jiriXi-Liinj; our I .hill. V.'hen I was pro test kg 
against the Mitt.il group, I pit a i- .ill h oiii an unknown pet sen saying That if 1 will create 
any problem in thctr work then I ml) he shot. I thought about kuv ro respond to this 
call. Again, they threaten e.l me and then I said that von told me the same thing three 
months hack and f sin still waiting kr v.'tir bullet and am rcadv 1.1 accept it kit will not 
stop meeting with the villagers. 1 will do my work without any fear and will continue 
giving my support to the villagers. When 1 went to the poke station to register an FIE 
complain a^ain-l the threat call, the police inspector of that station countered me by 
raying why arc peoulc pliv.es; he lust do eloi'incnial wick .vkji is essentia I lor the 
government '.vikoul Jcvcu'piitcut ■-■. u ik no v.dl k gcnci.lLcl, and it will he dil 
In- ult lor guvcriuncr:? l.i inn-lion. I <implv asked Ilk: to i'cij-.iiin :iis duty, winch is to 



'(lie present silu.it ion ir. Jh.uk kind Is .lirkrcnl -is compared in kwar ami other parts of 
the country because mMv wc ll U'C given one s'og.iu thai we will n. .[ g-.ve a 'ingle inch oi 
cur ancestral laud 1.' these oirperatc houses. We il.lvc learned s.> mam- tilings from llle 
movement l'I Koc- Kate. We were ligouig .-.g.-ins: die doplaccic.cn: .'.I ,\ ct.u h.it .uij a:tct 
that wc are also lighting again. I the displacement all ever India. Ueccntty government 
has started Operation ilreen ] lunl ag.iin-l c\lre:uisls in .Sav.indj area because govern- 
ment has already given permission to cumpanics like "ssar Tata, Mitlal, Bhushan and 
the Ahhiicet ^roup tor irim tire mining and these corporate kiescs ire pressurising die 
government to vacate this hud as soon .is possible so th.it hie mining may begin. 'Ihc 
government is trying their best to vacate this land but they have not ken successful. As a 
result they are now saying thai in these areas extremists arc very .dive and they are creat- 
ing prnW ems in the development wurk and .ire even being •upporlc.l by the villagers of 



Jharkhand IG is saying ■ 
one can understand thai 
against the gorcrnrncnt 



ol development work will soon Like 
know eiactlv what kind ol dcvelop- 
L Ihe gov ernment only has one inlen 




1 want 10 draw your .illeiiUoii 1.' tile l.lcl lliat we re lighting 1.- piolecl land burn 

lhc.se companies hut now ihe goeei !>i icnl has give lew- dii eel ion 1.' these companies 

of purchasing land directly imm the poop'c and these pi K ate conipariies are now taking 
help from land mafia a. live in this area and the rnasia i. using all mean- possible even in 
the lor m of lhre.ll>: md arc :orcuig lr i:ni pc.iolc lo sell d'.eir I and ami llliise people who 
arc uol fclline. Ihcn ...nds .,]e I'd:::; ki.led. Mr lineal, is a Mcrubc: .'I I'.iili.icciil . is 
trying 10 open a nm steel plant in I'aliatu area In:; tile way he had adopted the polie vol 
grabbing land is veiy dianiep.il. Heine, a pallia in cnlatijn. lie and his goons are compelling 
these tribal people lo sell their land and anybody opposing ihem is openly threatened 
I'V goons who ate killing ill 1 's.' innocent oc npl c i'or J ,iie Pur, :li: rl.mi lie had purchased 
300 acres ofland from ISirla in order to produce 600 million tonnes of steel. Since that 
much land isnot sufficient to produce 000 million t nines ol steel they want more land to 
I'ullil his target and for liiis work he wants In vacuo mote villages. The surprising thing is 
tint even the aJminislr.il ion is helping these people. Nobody can call a meeting in these 
villages because Section 14'i of Cri'C is already imposed in this area, and if anybody 
violates this then the adu'.ii'.ls:ia:io:: intends to take strong action against such persons. 
In this way the whole adminiMiition is fully supporr:og the companies and the mafia. 
We ire lighting for our lights and earlier we h.ulsaid thai we will give our life but we will 
not give our land. Our ancestors however have already given l heir lives for this land anj 
therefore we have decided we will not let their sacrifice gn wasre. Our new slogan is we 
will neither give away our land nor our life and we arc confident of winning thishattlc. 

cate available to fight our _asc readily, Recently jiteu .M.nauJi the cultural activist was 
charged by the government of being a Maoisl sympathiser and he is now facing a death 
sentence. We are searching for advocates to defend his case but we could not find anyone 
and I am facing charges in four other cases .is well. What Is disappointing is that we are 
fighting alnne and no advocate is available ro even suggesr us any:h:ng. We can see the 

will continue lighting for ;te rigtits hut we d.i not understand legal complications. 1 am 
hoping 1TRI.X can help and support us in this field. 





We know each other because we all have faced similar kinds of prob- 
lems or victimisation in our life. So my story is not new for you and 
yours is not new to me. I want to put three examples in front of you. 
In the first example, 1 wBfll to explain the real fruth about how our judiciary 
is functioning. Through demonstration in the state of Rajasthan, we forcibly 
seized two trucks uiiicli wrc loaded ititii very dangerous csplosive items and 
the court ordered that sua' I In' culprit h.u : . .ilre.idv cm I esse. I their crime, they 
should be released immediately on the peruk y of Us. 1 .100 am! iflhey were una- 
ble to deposit th.it amount I lien ihey nould he .let, lined I'm- (no months. Further 
in his order, the juii.ee said th,;t diey were poor peopie .mJ if their trucks were 
seized then Ihey ivould lace economic loss, ■.he trucks bi'ing their sole source 
of income. Therefor.; their unci:- should he i mined mt eiy released and all the 
explosives sei/eJ IV. ■■in these I rocks were m he immediate lv destroyed. When 1 
enquired through RTI about the place where the explosives were destroyed, no 
one could give me a satisfactory answer. 

1 hive been lighting aiyiiw illeR.il mining in Hajasiha,. since 19i)S and in this context I 
tiled iPIL, on heh.iU'nl'Pl'CL, against the illegal mining. In 2010, 1 got a positive judge, 
mentinmy/avnur prrlnbitini: i[L : ;il mimne in :lle-:e areas. Tlie Supreme Court also gave 

illegal mining. When ivc mv this itt decided tn e.vpnse the nexus between tile mining 
mafia and the .idmini-liali.m; ive were threatened .lg.iin't hut we did not deter. 
'"Jinn. 1 .In i in,' lli-.l time .vile .ill mnrn,. In.rn I n li. l.l .1 i.i s..i.l.|..rly ive saw a puliie 
vehicle parked in die middle of the road. They slopped our vehicle and surrounded it 
■,v][h.,..it s.lyine my 1 1'. ■]-.■_; Ikc^ 1 rnli.e i'[liei.i]s- iken st.iilej ik using us .In. I healing us up. 
Tkereiltci, lliev [oik tv ike :'."liee st.ili.'r. ..[:,] ..our. he.it u>. There were two young 
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rests on these girls ami also tried in register FIR bill to date no FIR has hccn registered. 
Before thisincidrnt, nv were SLrtino. a: .1 J hai r..-, with sjmt e\ imiy nrticcrs and sin dalit 
women against the mining. Our demand was to potter the land lor our eattlc feed. Our 
demonstration was |.e.i,cr.il: even then the police used eisess hiule forte on us. When 
Iliniaiisluiji visited iliat plan-, Kavha asked me to .how him around. When we were 
visiting that area, tin- of|lnui)huiia distrut sailed liu' and .tarted eiisjuiring ahout the 
man with me. I told hm: ahout Hmiaii.sl-.u Kwiji, that ho was a (landhiati and a lot of 
injustice had hecn done 01 h in:. 'I he M h lh]o.:r.T-0il 10 snip !rr : < investigation wilh him. 1 
went ahead with our i-.is esli'iH:!':]- II im.liis^uji m-IIolI the i: .m ;ol :.h:ce lL.ivs aile! ivliiuli 
we I'ig.usi'cil ,'0.,.:J ,'i'iL'iii irr liif' .1 a^sius: mining. S:::.e lh.it slav we are ^1 i 1 eitly lighting 
against administration. They have tiled so many sharges against us. In addition, we saw 
in 1 he villages thai 011 an average, three people die due 1.1 illegal mining in a month, and 
their houses roe either hii'-.ei: .1 .Ls1r.11 e.i. instead .■: m .tcsilik these helpless peopie, 
police arc deuig ihe ipposke. ''Ve have authentic Listens to di.'w ..s to how ills- poli_L 
are i.ikinj; money mil plaviuv. .' ill: the .ivej . -I :'c.'|vc. II soi 11 c: n slv dies slue to ruining 




against us. We have made represen minimi iv:th the A1>G in. Jaipur regarding this, 'ihe 
ADG tailed the local SI' who told him that "Kailasb ivleena is a blackmailer and he is 
the real culprit.' Our location is very close to Delhi, only 350 Km from here, and we 
a:c li'-'Jilint .ut.uuo this p. 1 v.- .t:u. 1:1. .Ik- .-. In- .ue die ie.il er.emv v'l .[enu-cracy and who 
are trying to slcsliliy it. In this situation we have lo sum: uttilej and light against these 
people otherwise our democracy will h; dvslv.iyed. Wc ,ue here from dillerent parts of 
the country and ihe • ituakmi is p.slheli. everywhere. II' we show our unity 11 this time, 
then democracy will he restored ..ml we _an nrolcet Lie csm::::ou man from these tvpes 
of atrocities, or else it would nc dimcult to sive paoplc and democracy. 
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/jiisimHitliXin iliiif in.uwn in hxJiu who want to 
pmttti their limdund are fighting Jar their land, and if 
the government is not listening r.i uuvifiing and is using ill 

giving clear signals In the farmers that their Ian it can no I 
(i.'|>iole cled. B.v ifiii'ii.9 ((,■!;. (in jiui-iNHFiiTil is iti niprl ling 
(hue people in till (awards nuxaiisni. 



Seventeen years ago, 1 went to Dantewada folio win;; Gandhiji's heiiaf that 
the real India lives in vi]!.is;es. ..Lid v.-ll r^ 1 ^ >.vple musi .;o there to reju- 
venate- them. The villagers gave me land to build my ashram. Under the 
Fifth Schedule, the gram sabha was empowered to do so. But the government 
demolished the ash Mm in May. 7ITO. sendinc .1 force of " .000 policemen and an 
anti-landmine vehicle. 'Hut is '.vhen the final!;.- acknowledged that 1 was 

like them! My home was also demolished. 

In the frirestsofilantcw.Hli. people live in tunc with nature. Natural justice prevails there 
as tlu're is no police, no cri.iu-. I went :n I VhiI.w.-il:.-: .1 nnnll' srter nr.- ii^.ii ria^e. My i.iic 
and I built a hut without any walk, just a roof. I would leave my wife to travel all over 
MaJhya Pradesh, for five to six days al a time. She nevtr felt afraid. 
When we campaigned for the release of Dr Rinayak Sen, we also wanted an end tO'SarWS 
flinam, the release of all those in detention under the Chhattisgarh Special Public Se- 
curity Act, and ihe scrap pine, ol ■he the Aer. .V.'thii-.c. l:r:0j-. L -i-, :-.l. Now, in fact, ihc Act 
1.- i^einv; used ag.ini'i .1 I villie..-rs. " Vor e/o 0 iv.ir.-r ti- the \ I mists, s.hi showed then! rhe 
way - you too are an accused;" this has become the norm for authorities to harass and 
intimidate trih 1 Is. 

Ibis is happening everywhere, not only in Cllhattisgarll. For example, I had visited the 
■illegal mining' area of Rajasthan and found that all the businessmen there were from 
.nirsidc :he stale and rr.ev v.-.tc a hie ro pinch.!:...- these mountain , .■rt.-r e.iviB^g hr ihes io 
inimsici s. llieir r: ..rii-i ini'li'M is in :v .1 ke money and uv.v.-.rsis I 11s end :hey are digging 
10110 feet in the mountains and then detonating Ihc area. The houses of these villagers 
have been desi roved. iii.-ir ae/i. nlinn- lipids eovere,! iviili stones and even their animals 
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have been killed due m these hc.nyhl.nts. In addition, when i visited the area, 1 saw that 
the entire atmosphere was soeered with dusi whiih was ditveilv aliening I he lungs of 
people who had deeelnped various health problems due to this. .Soeial activist Kailash 

During my visit when 1 was inteiv.eting with these people, 1 advised them ro light in the 
(Jandhian way. 'llievteld me tint when rhev.iid sar.iygrah in .1 po.ieeful manner against 
the mining, the a dminist ration framed them in a false rape case and arrested all 74 peo- 
ple and put them in jail. H ivas very surprisaiii lo know :hu all 7.1 old people, even some 
wninen, were alleged to liaveriped one woman. 

In my previous meeting with Ihese people, they lold me lh.it one person who had heen 
farmed in a false ease from this village hal nee.i :n the army and had reeeived prestigious 



sphere and we do not have any knowledge of any movement or fight that is going on in 
my other pan ot India. ' I ins tvay we .ire noi luvpm..; o- .•ii|,;i,'ii mil: eieh other in a man- 
ner we should. Now we know thai it i,; \ u: I ""Lm l-i :"■ lie ': I ir i; ai;ai[isl a ny itiiu.il i, e 
.■r 'yms'. tl'.e .ill. 1 Lille' eomniLlle.l ..n I: in; in I i^llli •i.eLendeis. they are unaware ol ,1 
similar kind of struggle in le.islimii, and .inoUly the aeiiei.i.. lighting in Kashmir do 
not know much aim ut the nuw-enien! in I'uniaK'lliis si m y Mile -.line all over India. To 
remedy this, HRLN is trying to develop a kind nfmcclunisni whieh attempts to connect 
all activists and their movements so that they know fioeut eaeh other and support eaeh 

therefore out fight with the system is going to he unavoidable. Colin and HRLN arc try. 
ine, to e;ive , ill kiiwh u I lee..^ -.Lpp.i: I lr- die hiini.in rights defenders. 
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Since /could not find a proper pin «r In stay in Raipurfor 
the last Iko years, 1 took up u (Mare leliitn is 20 minutes 
,r.,jjvyj i^ii rirnv. Siill JirvpiWc irjis been sawth' *t,znhi-,i 
twice. My window was /amid broken one duy und all the 
ZLILAIKHAJAB1 important documents wertstalen.When I registered an 
(riririnrlrs;. ('nlr.rttise.ir-lr WK ip^iituHJir pniia: they did not do anything. 



I wjiiI 10 discuss IheJWhpur and Sarguja bell of Chhaltisgarh. Under the new 
economic policy, the government of Chhattisgarb has selected the whole 
area ofjashpur, Mjiu':u!r,tu,,u li. C':u;miri .iiul Kj.ig.ii-h, under the belt ofSar- 
guja zone. 

Recently, we went there for fact finding because one relire J CKPF person was killed in 
an encounter: with the police. We found DDI that the reason for his death given by the 
police was that he was slaying in the Nualite villages. After seeing his body we need 
in l|ucstioii as 10 wiictlie; anvh.'.iv k s.uc, u hi'ih.'v n h.- .1 polkv nnn or army man 
and also who is the rc.il N.u.ilitc? Due to our wrong policies, our country has become a 
I Jctory ol terror ism. ever vllrmg is true: v.- l.lljve; -,vc .11- listcriai^ lc to, lay and whatever 
we will listen to tomorrow. People everywhere in India are fighting for their rights and 
fighting against laws such as AI : SPA and the %ed,d Security Ads, whether it is in Ma- 
nipur, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jammu & Kashmir, UP, Maharashtra or any other part of 
India. Even those areas in the ciiui-.tr>- where there arc no such laws like special security 

forward to save Zul.iikli/ r ]|-i'kh,T.]i -i]i,nl,r.ii, .1.111 jikI imran, w'hen these people would 

be .111 acted. 

I live in Chattisgarh and am a social worker there. Due to my profession I face a lot of 
problems. Some of my well wishers ask me why 1 workin this field. They say that earlier 
it was better when my work 111s limi'.cd 10 Muslim women ami their ail airs. 1 told them 

human rights of Adica-i women and Muslim ivouicn merely on ,1 religious basis. I am 
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'memorandum of under-landinc' wi:':i ilillcrcnl c.ira[v.nics for fill 2.1 acres ofland such 
thai only 70 acres old and i. left. 'I In.' government need- to he Mdi-.nuJ that is 70 acres 
sufficient for any district? 

When the limpl. vine:;: lieaivaitcc i ■ -i.in.1 ^.mioai.;:: .va^ started, a L'.mnhcr li! journal 
ists and students from .ill ovei India .mil even loan l>[cvc oar tic mated in it. They covered 
Delhi vi.l Chhallisgarh ,'iui I'maily rcic'icil Riii.ir. [ mi Micro because Jean llre/.e was 
leading this campaign. When we [cached [I ilrJmpur 1 hi; |'olicc .nt.icled us. luthis altlc-k 
the polite broke my knee. We tried to fin J out the cause of the attack which took place 
in Balrampur district, which is a newly formed district, but the SI', Mr SRP Kalluri, said 
that he was not there when the incident tookplate. Hut I wis a witness of the attack and 
know that he was involved. As I ,im associated with many liuni,in lights organisations 
from all over the country and with violence against women and state prison it the na- 
tional platform, I flee a lot of harassment by the government due to my involvement in 



place to stay in Raipur lor I he last two years I l.iok up a place which is 2(1 minutes away 
from Raipur and still my place his been secretly searched twice. My window was found 
broken one day and ::]'. the important documents were stolen. When 1 registered a FIR 
against the police they did not do anything. 

1 have been working wit ',: children on gender issues jnd also provide training to them. 
Earlier the government used to call me as faculty for gender training but they have 
stopped that for the last four years. There is another allegation, llial when ninayak Sen 
wasarresred I was there with him at the police staliou in Rilaspur. It was merely a coin- 
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me to gel .1 piece ol ih.. -it iir- v. heu\'vei. ] lold ffiern 'h.il I am ni'l .1 personality 1.' provide 
•■hi .villi h(-.iiin.ni"ib .iiu'Ul his rekase r 

I agree will] what Ajay TC has said about [he local media as 1 tome from the media 
profession myself. It is nnfortiiTi.ite hut also tin:' tli.Lt til:' media is biased to wards 1 m man 
lights activists an,: their movement. I stay in ... state Kan; the p.ikce control room uses 
the letter- head of the hess Chi- of Icaipur tor government news and this news comes 
in the newspapers. Due to all this we decideJ to form a movement with the help of 32 
organisations to » t ( lih.m isg.nh. U\- ..■lK:cd : ;1 lakh signal tin inivugli this inmi'- 
ment and filed it in VLdlun Sahli.i to procure government support hut to Jale we have 
ui't ice ive.l .my i.-'pome ti.im t!-.- eovernmeiit. 

In iarguja district, a tribal girl was raped and killed. The police, however, arc telling a 
different story of the girl beinga Ma-talite and that she was killed in an encounter. When 
people protested against lhis..1.ileiin'iil the govermin'iil suspended all tlu' police officials 
who were involved in this take encounter and also inn minced i hat tliey would give two 
lakh rupees to the victim 's family. I lewever r:iev diJ net accept 7l1.1t she was not a Nai- 
alite. We decided to meet the Governor, with a journalist delegation regarding this case 
.is well as other cases and prcser.t our ease ii" him. L morni m 11 el v. ■.■ e have not succeeded 

lean only say thai I he ( lih.illi.g.irh goicriimeiil is , .itisiiigli.irassmenl in .1 planned ma ti- 
tter in the state. First they arrested Bi11.1y.1k Sen and then they compelled our close friend 
Rr Lakhan Singh to pay its. 1,79,000 in a case only because he helped us a great deal 
during I limanshu's can-.p.-.igii m I >a;ircv.\ic..-. :.' 1.1 is.' pnbli.- simper! .-.gains: the .irresr of 
liinajak Sen. 'Ilius tile govs in me 11 1 is dohg its l-.'sl :u n. .11.' .1 L li -.- iJo within Ihe media 
fraternity. 
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Session 10 
ATTACKS ON TRADE UNIONS 




In one instance the judiciary stated that 'you have created 
a law and order situation, therefore, you should go behind 
bars'. Vie same judiciary, however, is shockingly silent 
on the issues of law and order situation created by the 
GAYATRI SINGH management and by the police. How do we deal with the 
Lawyer, .MnhiImi predujias ofliic judiciary o-id the problems that arise 

High Court f">™ the legal judgements thai come out in such cases! 



This session is on attacks on trade union activists and 1 think the general 
reeling is thai compared to other conflict zones, where people .ire re- 
pressed and tortured, die situation i'or traete unions ;s not that bad. We 
have to divide the assault situation in the country into I wo parts. One is in the 
rural areas and the other is in the urban areai. While the situation in the rural 
area is bad, the urban area sil nation is worse, ii" you compare the condition of 
organised workers and unorganised workers vol: will seo. that their situation is 
equally bad. 

Once, I had someone from Nasikwhn came with a woman who was badly beaten. II wal 
not really related to the trade union ictwhy. but they were opposing die thermal power 
project of India hull, wncn rhcy were picked up by the police, The woman picked up hc- 
lonecd lo .1 village and is Li' ;*:\ '.in eh or lli.u v i 1 1 .ill-,-. -Ii.' managed lo oppose a project 
and unite all the people in the area in ihe absence nfany organisation. The police picked 
her up for this, heal her up brutally and threatened lo ripe her. No person or organisa- 
tion was willing to tonic forward to help her. 

There is a case of student;, who were targeted during then evamiuit.ons. Young students 
were picked up from their csam centres, handcuffed and the principal did not say a word 
about the handcuffing. Now the case is in the high court, where we have challenged the 
handcuffing. If it is a big and sensational case, the media is interested in it, but If It is 
regarding the beating no of an activist, then they do no. show any interest. 
As far as an urban centre is concerned, the attacks on activists in a city like Mumhaiare 
slieckir.ii. I wis a rviri el .! tr.uic Lin ion movement wnf e v- r .'ri.i::c T.i.-'ne; rhc Leviiie work 
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thing. Such i' mil- judiciary. 

1 think you know about Jaitapur where .1 huge struggle is going on. I am diverting from 
the trade union session lo s.'mc OM.'ni nut i: is pertir'.cm I:' vvli.it is hip pen in,; am mi gst 
trade union activists, because when we ictivisls try to organise meelings, the govern- 
ment imposes Section 144 ofCrPC. Pvery oilier week a new notice was issued staling 
that activists are not permitted to participate ir. any foiin n:" gathering. When one par- 
ticular activist filed for iriri.ipaterv hail lr- the ingh court, his plea wis refused although 
he had a right to ask inr hail. I Ins i.as than take.- in I lie Sin' rami Lourr where he man- 
aged 10 get aulioipately h.lil. liul II! the ..as. 1 ol Hade union litivists, siiuil.lt situations 
have sit i sen ivhei e 1 'lean >c.l woi kci s ., i e I iv.hl ing 1 1 'i I hei r I iitlil I , ' o i g.in ise, i igl 1 , 1 1 o foi ni 
.in organisation and a right to form a union, which is the most hasic right and which is 

Section 144 is being :mpo.eJ m industrial areas where workers are protesting. We have 
cases filed against activists, where they are picked up repeatedlv and put behind bars; the 
situation is such thai winkers who go for work to earn a living, find il unbearable to keep 
reporting to the police station and eventually dlop out of the movement because of their 
financial situation. Criminal provisions umler the IPC and the CrPC are being put into 
elfcct on the trade ii n inn aciicists in areas like Munibai. I'uiie and Nasik. 
We have many such instances in Munibai where workers of large factories are being de- 

of Force Motors, which is a big company in Punc, the management issued show-cause 
notices to 2(10 workers saying that production hid been drastically reduced and there- 
fore no wages would he paid. As a result, lor two long years the workers were without 
wages while ihey reported day in and day oul. Hie situation is nol just limited to Forte 

Under our Constitution the fundamental right to form an organisation/association is 
being taken away. 'Ihe right 10 assemble and the right to hive meetings are also being 
taken away. All this is .: :-.-s L ih ol ■.. hit : :gh:s i si :edi. laic helieees should be taken away. 
That is why I think we should conic fotw.irJ and critk]uc ihe judiciary, which raises is- 
sues of this nature and says lhat workers have no right io assemble. In one instance the 
judiciarystaledlh.il 'ymi hive .real id a [aw in.l order situ al ion, then-fore, you should go 
behind bars! The same judiciary, however, is shockingly silent on the issues of law and 

lit) 1 like Munihai. i or, t ii. I i.-.'ik.ns were Hying I.' i-rg.uii.-c lheiv.sel.es anil they have 
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.So whenever there air Midi str lilies l,iki:ii:p].i^. wc nci'Jti- rcutand liringit out in the 
o|iensu as to get support I ": -. > 1 1 1 Jilkvnl seel inns nf society. 
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Al present about 16,000 contrail markers arc working 
as either drivers, coniluthws vr sweepers. Tiic situation 
became worse when blue line buses started In be 
considered as the killer bus line In Delhi and due to public 
pressure, the Delhi eoi eminent decided to ban all blue line 
buses. Vie DTC management then hind a huge number 
of drivers and conductors on a contract basis. Generally, 
SANTOSTT RAT these drivers are uneducated and come from remote areas 

Union Uadtr office in Jne. 



We hive discussed how workers and trade union activists are facing a 
lot of difficulties created by the company and also that they cannot 
form any type ot n-nikeis' .mi or. in the M,ili.if.isht|-.i region. 1 am the 
president ot'DTC workers union arid it is our brighi an,! Joan buses that are 
operating oil Delhi LiVuU allli.uigh '.he government i^ Liking the credit that they 
h.nv ch.mge.,1 ilio Delhi i r.i us]' i h i .il ion system. 

i want to say something .lhniK I i'l'< m.nn.e.,':^ei-i. govei-neienr. on hey an J permanent 

tract basis at DTC. As it is a government oig.M-.i- n i.m. ih, man.u-ment of DTC does 
not accept contract worker* as member! of tile DTC workers union. However an im- 
portant point to note is that the DTC itself hirtil all these contract workers hut they arc 
not receiving minimum ivagcs which is lived by the governmental around RsoSLIupcr 
month in Delhi. At present about WflOQ contract workers arc working as either a driver, 
a conductor or a sweeper. The situation became worse when blue line buses started to 
he considered as the killer bus line in Delhi and due to public pressure the Delhi gov- 
ernment decided to ban all blue line buses. The DTC management then hired a large 

lime. It be is un.lMe u- I lie l'ii> l>.'_>- .In i mil ,lu: ■■■ liine^ :lle:i ile Joes [ii't get thai 
Jay's 'v.l^e. Tiieieleie. .iklieiie.n It 'v.t keil I he enl ire .lie. iii.hii, Yemeni would nol pay 
him if he brought the bus back late. However, in reahly ifmaiugemenl bas not assigned 
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.i::y -in!;, hi::: ..'i. ll\-it J.iy r h ^ 1 1 it ^ :ii.'t- iiit^.iko. I liov ^.-.iLil.: -'■■: !H' :'l.n,'OL.I t.i tiT-il 
ivuii-.M woikvis in iIik jKiilRHii: manner. 

Some Jays a^" 1 'ilH'inl.iil .1 tonsil kl.Hi' J k.iii:ii.iii>n, whh my li ii'iid S.mJsqi, whidi was 
tailed hy the iiintratr u'oiki'is. In liii* nwiiiij; uno worker tuld me that he never used 
to drink akohcil hut Juo ti> work iftisi.iu hoh.i. now t.ikon iLp miiikinj;. He tomes from 
llohtik and Iijk to ropori early it: the nvimu-.f; r,ti,l 111 .1 tumuli lio is assigned duty for 
ipl'i.i.-iiiKitrly trn -l.iy.-. I I.: ii.i.^ ;:.:|liir|..; :o J.i -.in til.- -.-.lliii -la>s. '.jioy have toiitestej 
vvilh iii.iiM^L'iiH'nt .111-I I In' TH'lki J ;.ii^ii:rLiL , ii: ^iv;r:l linn's .111 1 li.iw .inly reioivi'Ll l.ilsr 
assuiatires in return- 1 ".ink- J to In kit; ilii.tn your Jltoiuion m,! ivoukUko your support 
in dealing with it. 
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I A I hen I was lighting for peoples' rights, the land mafia and the water 
\l \j mjfij were against me in the state of Uttarakhand. They tried to at- 
V V tack me through pamphlets and posters; they even tried to publish 
articles in the newspaper to defame mc. 'Iho.e newspapers were: publishing fab- 
ricated stories abou'. mc for two years. It became ver y Ji llicnli ki make my family 
understand what it was that I was actually doing. It is really important to fight 
these attacks. 

There is another issue I would like to discuss very briefly here. In our area, the problem 
oi v.'i'id animals dem'o'.'in;; ihc arms is i.iinpii'i. tanners ar: rcallv !:L.:l L 'iTie because oi 
this. The government is inn Jnins- much 1i> solve ihese issues. Our area is an underdevel- 
oped area despite the (ail thai the government has made tall claims to address the issue 
i if uilcmpliiyineol in lliis .ne.i- ' I U c I e h'.icc di^ rcp..ncies and uHHij'd.'n louild ill 
MNKBGA work. To fight against the menace ofwild animals, women in Dwarahat were 

Initially, the local police iv.is .b;aim.i them jrui cl.i.mcd Llal ;1lcSc- women have a link with 
the Maoists in this area. Hie police tried to iile criniin.il cases against them but when 
the local public unilcd against the pnlicc and supnoiled the women organisation, the 
police were forced to withdraw the cafes. V ii if essential in protect the human rights 
defenders. 

people and ascertain cc.lili.al pressure LMi'.heiahnui dcpai i 111 cut. There are some labour 
issues we are trying to addles in lliis aicv. We had mganiscd ,i .even day demonstra- 
tion to fight for labimi ihrhis- We demanded thai die L'.i'venimcnt of Uttarakhand must 
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eiiviiojinienr. hill l.i j. rhe 'Tale has ii.il '.viriu'^.'il in v iiri'iiiini'iir lah.iui oKivciiicnt lo 
lie.hr J or labour rich i •. v.'lnv.'r i- iiej'ii-i,; i a .klend hauiir riejn 1, liejitine, f'l'HiM 
iho environment, die n.v.oial jvm'li i L-j-.-i 1 1 Iv ■_■ 1 .1!. ;iii,'i;. 1 .-. .'ni'inii .'I llus Ilea, arc deiiiulely 
ihte.lleiied by ihe government. 

I would aUo like in Jisiiiss .ui.ii.li-c] i.nio. lhoui;li it ii .i L-.iL dilleieiit from what we are 
Jistussinj lion-. Tlii'ii' 11 .i eovoinmeiit oliia-r f:,n:i Delhi, i.li.i has huge land in nur 
area and has mi t(, : .1 limn y re-sort Vmsine-si 1 .ill 'iilc.ii.nii v.i :[,■>-■. Apart from the land 
he already had, ho also ined in oeaipe rlie adjaeeit land, We c.o: 10 know about it and 
'Ml led proles! hit; a,;a iii'l him. 'V'e went l.ir .1 I .let Nik] 1111: did 1 lbi>lout;h iovc.slkj.ilion 
and found out [hat I in lud eiKioacheJ i;pmi M.Tti.il j.re.i of land illegally. When w l' 
protested against this ciicroaihinent, rhii person along wild olficials from the local ad- 
ministrative afieiuies tried 10 iu.kIi 1 1n- aai>i.sis and honked and implicated the activ- 
ists in several false cases, one even under the SC/ST (PoA), We tried to find out 
the truth but nothing had happened. Von a le.liu • 111. 1 iiivcsli'.'.aung ugciicy ■.VLiit and 
found out that the local activi.s, wild had complained ,ii;,iLnM the pennon from Delhi for 
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I am from the Maruti Suzuki Mazdoor Union. 1 am here to discuss the prob- 
lems and issues faced by workers in the car factory of Maruti Suzuki. We have 
very peculiar problems and issues. The workers in the Maruti Suzuki com- 
pany, work like robots. Kwry J, ly we have [■.■ assemble near about 40-45 cars, we 
have a small breakof seven minutes in between our shifts. In this small break, we 
have to go to the to i lei and have otir tea orsnaekj. UTul ! am trying to say here 
is that we really have a very esoloitalive system. The situation in I he Productivity 
Performance and Reward System (PPRS) is such that if you take holidays for 

June 201 1. The monthly pay lor .ill of us iv.ls dedu rte.l. We Ii.ivl' already given 
one feedback on these issues to toe management. On 4th June, the management 
came out with a bond, '[he bond was about supporting the old workers' union. 
The management threatened '.is by saying that J.- r.oi sign the bond we will 
be thrown out. We were forced to sign the bond, but most of us resisted that 

the ordeal of all the workers, they started using several tactics to harass us. We 
had an agitation :br about to Jays. hi even of on: colleagues were suspended. We 
continuously agitated against the management decision and somehow managed 
to revoke the suspension of our colleagues and ibv management was forced to 
retain those workers. 

On 2s>th August 201 I, i he management ale J me 1- in ire f.n lory .mj opened a small gate 
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lor thi' workers to enter. Un ill.:! ^.ay I Ix :i..ii>.:£i':'.i,'iii ror.-.d t.i si£:, .1 Jn^unicm of 
good a'nJlKI. Il ;s Lii;]ioM.lii1 lo mull ion 1 1 1" lll.1l, J'.iriliL; till ll'iu' ii| e^i'linm LC S - 

sion in the whole world, the workers it the Maniti Suzuki factory worked over time for 
ahout two extra hours wry .lay t.i inae.iv imijiiitum. After ili.it some workers lim- 



ine i^ititioi; workup I'll: soiuelu"..- evei: in i::::- .iilii_ul; si 
against injustice. 



]?!! 
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DAY 2 

November 20, 2011 



Session 1 
ASSAULTS ON RTI ACTIVISTS 



are trying to do and in wbitU, 1 believe, there will be legol 
potability, tfsomtboily is attatked or murdered, and 
we believe thai rin auueli H bee.wse of an RT1 query or 
SHA1LESH GANDHI scries oJ RTI oucri ^ „ js possib!c ,j,„ t someont dosc ,„ 
Chic] Intormalion theiurtiealurueliviu would bate had access lo tlieRTl 
Commissioner application made by lihn /her. 



In the last one and a half years or two, H.'1'i lus started making sipnifioJii- in- 
io.ius i in l' lilt powei e,]La:io n>. I suppose i' w as e.Mieel-.'d lo he so when e.'e 
have a very poor security system in the country and a system that is unable 
to guarantee security to individual citizens. Let us be very truthful utd admit 
that in this country nc are noi Kerned il one person gets beaten up somewhere 
or killed or taken to ar.d kept there lor vc-ars. We have lo>i our sensitivity. 
Let mi share soma statistics, which have always horrified me. About 30 percept of peo- 
ple Ed Indian jails are convicts and 70 per cent are usually under trial. With the given 
conviction rate of about 1 5 per cent, out of the 71) per tent only IS percent arc convicts. 
It means, that 30 per cent arc convicts and 10 per cent are likely to he convicted and 60 
percent of the people In primus are probably there tor only one fault, which is the fault 
el heine, poor. We have eel used io It and si. Itr us st,nj, pie-iendinc *.c ire h 'Trilled ■.• hen 
some set of people £el attacked or arc treated with cross iniusiice. We arehorrilied when 
anodier RTI activist jets hurt because we Muni; the same eicup. the same class of 
pee [ile and I hciciorc ;iis'hci oiej k.uiioil concerns nic. 

So we are basically "pci il iiiy with in iln ,.mt usu .ysicm. Aic we really bothered about 

We have really Ins I our sensii'ienv. odierwise, we would have revolted a longtime ago 
and said that this is not acceptable. We are deicndine. our kind. Earlier, the caste system 
■.v.uil.l delete theii eivn work: here we are Ci.'iin; :■■ 'inc'.jiiiie. .une:.! similar. We ure also 
cvolvingintoakind nfiaslc and wc are .Hayiuj;lhal if you are an U'i'l activist then you are 
of my kind. Hien I need to rind ways nfdefeiuliiij you hcc.uise vim are my kind. I think 
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appropriate. 'ill 1 it is not iiiuomriion lor a small percentage ot poi'ple to oijiic and very 
easily cE^ini to.it ihev .'.it ;H'ir g di iwi : c:icd and iIi.i i i !i u y oci'd .u' i. mi lo he taken In this 
tc;.ird. Sometimes me gels i m'zi-u thai the eLici peis..r-. is ocrli u'.' lying. r lhe reason I 

Therefore, it becomes diilktih :., dilfs'tciii iate, in fact, .imongsi the activists who wcte 
being murJiTdl; i liit :>f other people say that some of these murders probably have 
nothing to do with UTI. 'I'rue, th.it tlie person did use HTl hsr '.vheriicr the killing was 
because ol it 01 sn-n: other enm it y, i^: not verv cic.ir. i think ive need ti be ciiEiseiouq oi 
these vagiaucics bcs.iusc il -I • ir.slecv is evolved- docs i: 'ne.lf.lil.il ■ pel.scu ivlio l:.ls liled 
,![] UTI application is entitled to .! higher level of socuii'.y .nid .1 higher level ot" support 
tliau anyone 1 else who gets murdered. Alio, not every iciivist, in to spc.ik, is really light- 
in g lot tile lights ol I lie people or till a genuine cause, '[here :iiv |u'''['le who are doing 
■.•T.sn^ tilings and there:. ire should sn.h, in oic..'.;-.oalion and srcll people be supported 
and so on. These li.llllini: s|Lcs L .:ot:s lie. 1 . 1 Lo :'e considered 1:1 deL.ul lidorc relelliug ,1 



atleast reduce in number, [f somebody says ih.u one i- .nkiuej'oi inconvenient informa- 
tinn and the person is .Hl.-.ek.'d, tlien tile into rr.'.ar ion ■.' ill co en; into public domain on 
websites by an order of the commission. 

dhc second proposition is tisai lisc lOluiiiissi.ii] .could also siniiiilar.coaslv i;svc an order 
to the police authority i list] net ing lliem to put up the piegiess .if the investigations on 
the website every in mil h. Tie police, of course, cannot he forced lo do anything, bul 11 
least the progress oft he invest ig.lt inn. e.ln lie pul up silo inn to. [1 these two things are 
tolloived (hen there is :. possibihtv lor tlie situ.iti.'r. to iir.provc. In lie:. I am trying to 
get some contact information on Miciiln iVasuod ar.d will be glad to share with anyone 
who is interested in 1 1 1 ^ drali , utile eomplaini. winds I have made, (liven the legal basis 
on which the commission or any aunniissioii could pass an order on these Ihings, this 
could he one defence nieJianisiu tor ensuring reduction in crime. 1 am not saying that 
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in such a way thai only ^irrupt i'1'iiplf would ci>im- forward in J show interest in taking 
PDS shop licenses. For example if anybody gets a PDS shop then he will earn only six 
thousand rupees as commission monthly. But he will have to take a room in Delhi and 
.5! ^-.i OIK 1'. I'.;i:l .1' !|1 assist .11 : °. T .'. fh a\ y L. :: J itu"e o:' : ll as,' I \ we'.t.d IV dese. t.i 

Rs. 400(1 and the person who is runr in K iliis shop wmilJ gel only R.. 2(1111). so ii can be 
assumio th.ii Ik- would be a UPL. 

The problem, therefore, is thai no houesl person would come forward for llle minimal 
monthly income that the PDS shop R cnerates. Tligs, the PDS has R one into the hands 
of the corrupt and ihe criminal, it is esseniial that the root cause of the problem in the 
design of the PDS scheme be located or else we will he engaged in this fight for hun- 
dred years and more bin it will still be of no avail. It is a disturbing discovery that ihe 
higher officials are nol only aware of this serious tlaw but lk.it they take the corruption 
for granted. The star.' ofarfairs of in .my government s.kemes ae.J provisions is rhe same 
and it needs to he addressed as rke lirst step towards improvement. 
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thcv possess authentic bqonnation and on the basis 0/ 
this information they can easily expose the real eulprit. 
It is due to this threat that many activists are seeking 
police protection, inrlmtlrig myself ill some point of time. 
V1JAYKUMBHAR Spcakin^from my personal experience, if one is In police 
RTI activist protection, that means he/she is virtually in prison. 



I will refrain firm saying anything .lhnut die attacks whether related to at- 
tacks on RTI or on human rights .il Llviscs. Both have essentia!]}' the same 
characteristics. So far, thirteen RTI activists have been murdered. The cru- 
cial question is regard: !■,;; tenons by the authorities after the murder" At what 
level is the investigation carried out' When Satish Shetty was murdered, RTI 
activists held a demonstration in Pune. In three months we met the DIG who 
assured us that the investigation is moving in the right direction. Hence, we as- 
sumed that the culprits would be caught soon. As we came out of the DIG's of- 
fice and during our inteiaclion with the m-.'dia, .1110 nl'the police olticials .liked 
mc as to what land of inroim.iiion b'.n.sh was in possession i-elore he was killed. 
It was clear to me then thai the police would not pivceed far in the investigation 
because they didn't have piini,-.ry evidence with them. 

There are three aspects 10 this indillcrcnse on tin- r .irt nlthe .milmrities: oncj there is a 
nexus between the politicians, here .uncus and the bencliei.uies, two; all these three are 
involved with each other, and three] they all want to splintage such investigations and 
they are I irgely successful. 'I lie H'L't aerivi-t. are more prone to attacks because thcypos- 

thcrcal eulprit! It is dec to this threat that many activists arc seeking police protection, 
1 ne I lilting invseli a^niiie point Hume. J ■_ .-ii s.iv iioni me p ji s : 'iial noeiieiiee lb.lt polkc 

I feel that as RTI activists we are not sharing information obtained under the RTI Act 
with each other. 'Ibis is a major reason for rbe activists coming under threats, because 
many times the information with an activist is like .1 bomb which is waiting to explode at 
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people demand to new laws to |':oreci aoti'.'isr.s, lawo.'is. etc., this l]tos not appear to he 
prudent hcc.iiise iheic is .: I in- ii to ihc n'.unhei or b.vs the ■-■'vi'viim-.vit can make. 

I.Hir ^v. lil;^ Liws ."il i: eood 11 0J1 .1:1 J :,ccd 10 ho In: ;il 0:11. Ill IOlI properly. Tor evan'.plc, 

ill the RTI Act, there is Section 4, which cm he used In gel almost all the information 
uink-i- (his All ,hil! 10 bring iiii('in i.ini iii foi in.it inn in public domain. We need to make 
an effort in this direction . 'I Ins will certainly reduce the iiumher of threats because in- 
formation then will ho in puhlic domain, it icuiililcolvth.il attacks on activists will come 
down oven if wo hnld :■■ counts and consnllalionc. I here are so many issues " Inch nc 
have 10 deal will;, so many 111, if 1.1s oil 1 11. ilia, sand ziialia. 1. 11 id ni.ilia .iiil! so on. We need 
to prepare ourselves 10 righl against the mafias. 

For the last two Jays, we have hecn talking jhout human rights. He it Chhartisgarh or 
Maharashtra, we need to fnnmil.it i- a strategv to understand the ic.iies of human lights 
everywhere. Socondlv, th.- gooo-m-ient is rivine. to in .1 kv .1:1 niioiidiv.orit io the ItTI Act. 
claiming that the Act has been misused. There are many laws that arc being misused in 
the country since its inception, why blame only RTI Act? I am not sure whether RTI as 
a tool is being misused or not. hut if the gove.iinienl goes for a pioteclion mechanism to 
avoid the misuse of the Act then the very essence of the KTI Act will ,lic and that is the 
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1 was preslariscd to slop my work. I was attacked wken I 
Ji J not budge umh ' pi. isiti c. Ilicy atlatktd me nine limes 
Jridnn (wo nilimnrj!. fhry fririJ (« liUni.'. Iiiit'rr>fini>(r 
rhey tfhwlys In/bnnerJ hie befare Kit uHdfis. Ojkt.' they 
tried toslit my throat and ia another attack they tried to 
injure my face. It was traumatic for my family to the extent 
lhattkcyusk.nl me la .<!,.,. my worfc. 



I am an RT] activist working with Pariv.irt .111 since the last ten years. I per- 
sonally have laced several .Ut.ii.-ks in the course of my work in the Kiglil to 
Information field. Once we were woikine, in .-.tin-.: err. ;■■;.!!■ i:t Delhi w here the 
beneficiaries ha J red an J yellow cuds ( HI' I. ti AnU'd.iy.i Cuds) hut were not 
getting ration from the PDS shop. When we filed an RTI in this case, we found 
lots of discrepancies in the public disir iln ilion system duiiiia the auditing. We 
raised our voice ag.iin.st this and tried ;j expose the malia and administrative 
authority involved in this case, but we recieved resistance from many quarters to 
stop our work. We were even threatened on many occasions since many power- 
ful people were involved in the case. They had a vei y slionc. i Herniation network 
so we were followed everywhere. 

I started working on the food distribution scam and 1 cot all the information through 
RTI. Since there were only a few people who were filing RTI on these issues it became 
very easy for the PDS mafia to track me down. Since I was staying in the same locality 
where 1 was investigating the local IT1S and 1 personally knew the local MLA and many 
oilier people, :o can )■ oilt tlie i:i'.v-: g;n.'[i was very drriicu :. i wis prc-.ssnrisCLl to slop 
my work- i was attacked ivhen ! not ha.i'-e under nrcssuic. I rice .utaeke.l me rime 
times and on two oc.-isi.uis. i|k v h ied L.. .-.ill iiu. hirer Lsli'id 1 . 1 rile ■.' .ibv.ws iiil.'imej me 
before the attacks. Once they tried to slit my threat and in .mother attack they tried to 
injure my face. Il u-.i^ tr.iuinstk t" mv I. irmly <i' ihe crOeiil ih.it liiey asked me to stop my 

uNy md mid linn thai n^vd 1 .- ii! he |'r:ieh.i'rr:i; an'.' inun ihe sho^s even 

if tlii! ration is returned to iheFU guduwn.Thc people said thai they are nut going to 
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dceislc upon it. All i'! ii' ..■in Ic-i i! ii.'ii 1 1 1 l - 'I' m:glc- "I peek' iisc Pinayak Sen. 
In another case, we -ill know ili.n 25 percent of die seals in private ghouls are reserved 
for child veil from mai ■giiijl....ed communities. Similarly. i> pvriciit of the bcJs in hospi- 
tals are to he kept for p.irienrs from m.ngm.ihsed eoiiiriiunhtes. when wc tried to Con- 
ner principals nl seme or ili: prune schools in Lieihi rec. aiding ihis we were 110I even 
allowed to enter c Ji ■_■ sdiool : ■■ i- u i i . i ■-. l- ^ . Until teachers and the principals nl these sehuols 
have shown no eouecrn for tile guidelines and i chase In l.ile Pic ehildicn from the slums 
on the premise that it ■■ill have .. negative iuip.ut on the environment of the schools as 
most of the slum children use foul 1 .1 1 1 g [: ri c;l- . So liie altitude of the teaching community 
rerlcclsthatoneisenliilc.lto goi-d and .ju.ilily education only if one lias money. It isdis- 
apponi'.uig t. 1 "-.I'll:: Uie ..'.. vei iiiiic:i j , si'cii .l ci.ircs ol moe.cv i n these sectors to nu avail. 
We .ire light in;', for equality aiul e4u.1l opportunity fur everyone. If private schools tan 
prociilc good education, why no: government schools? If private hospitals .lie provkling 
all kinds of facilities ,1ml medicines, why sun I lie govci iur.cn t hoc]' il. lis? When we raise 
these questions, we lace .1 tr .1;:^ ^. W hen. -.■-■.' hell! l'"r Ike admission oi' underprivileged 
thildrtn, we fate lathi charge by the polite. When we file HT1 to seek information on 
the admission process the education ui.ilia harass us. It is. thcrelorc, a continuous .strug- 
gle for all of us. We face the wralh of the education mafia when we fight for educational 
rights of the underprivileged children. "; "sing the RT1. we have succeeded in opening tile 



from Moradahad iulii lined uslh.it I he do, tor. were .1. king for me lakh rupees for a knee 
replacement surgery. I registered a com of lint with the senior doctor and when the con- 
cerned doctor heard at-our the complaint he refused to do the treatment. Wefilcdan ItTI 

got treated for free. My 411 est inn is thai if one person (.anger free treatment then why not 
others? It is a continuous struggle with the C.]C to seek justice. When we were fighting 
with GTB, we attempted to meet the CIC to request him to appoint sensible officials in 
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I also want to share my evperienee in He-llii. Vi'hen tin' tash fur ration programme was 
starred bythegfwninirtit we did a survoy .iiiJ .ailed a meeting nf I lie people in uur area. 
Being a Work! Kant tnevr: : we prete'ted a-ahs: thii p.ihey of Trie government. We were 
shrieked If discover -ii the course of 1 S meetings rh.it even the local MI. A and many oth- 
ers were tiol aware aim ui iliis scheme of ihe Delhi govern mem. We had invited at least l> 
NCiOstojoiti us in our i.inip.iigii jiil! named the campaign linden 1-Vuu.M/m ,Wlur A I'- 
ll if on'. We were tailed tn theCM mficc wliere tliey asked fnr a feedback from die NGOs rai 
the PUS. During the meeting the chief minister pointed .it mo and s.nd, "Miss Pririvartan, 
we .ire -.vaiUiing \o\\ <i-KC die last ten ■.e ns. le'.i :ne. v.\-,.-it li.i.e vol. dnne C'CCpt nrnveL 
i::^ people] V.'e ;i: ■■ loi ii pi .1 ." K .<■; I nsl >.e ^.m .Hie^l •■'.I .ir .1 nv :no: nei : 1 

il you Jon'l mend -.1 hi: ■'■,■>>-" When "e ^.lr-.ie oliI ol the meeting. I t ue.r tile wrath of my 
NCO eol leagues. Wli.it I am rrvhiir, ri- say. through this story, is that at times we have such 
e.lpetieilees even ainong'l olhcr social .ul ivisls in.l the people we are working with- We 
have lo eOme hs^elhei in.: '.lay lo :;i;li: :or .'ur'elve'.. 1 el <.\< think -ihoul ho.v we e.m 
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was a realisation of the need Id go above and 
id the ethnic confines in the human rights 
mcnl ojthe region and the idea of the right to 



eof the nexus between hutn.w • ighls groups 

tut) the uniiril it ement was raised in the Parliament 

mi the home ministry listed a number of human rights 



rights defenders make i 



attacks on thekev human 
tremcly difficult jar many 



The democratic nil J political space avails':! If in noil h east India is very lim- 
ited. If we look hack, the- way in which the political and social processes 
lead to the creation of a democratic space it is slightly different in the 
northeast st.it es from the way 1 he main stream civil liberty ;i:iil democratic rights 
movement came about. We have always iicc-:i talkmg ahou: par:ition of India and 
Pakistan on independence; BUI much earlier there was a partition in the eastern 
side when India and Burma offices were separated in the 1930s. The 1 J 40s India 
and Pakistan partition also sliced out a considerable portion of Bengal. The two 
paitk.or.r lo.pr. ihc n.- i rk east oo'aicd suit ii:!,ica ■ t h rigid borders. 
Till: piililitalcliiii.it c.i I the lam- .il'iiulcpenilcncc ivjsiinl eyed. 'I hero were- already many 
unsettled i|U0slionson tile issues oflile lieju In self- Jcteiinin.it ion of the peoples iuh.lb- 
Lting the region which lead to the cscalauon ohhe armed con II ids in the mid SO's. Tlie 
Armed Forces Special Powers Act (Af SPA) which everybody has heen hearing about 
mil rc^.irdiue; ivbicl: Ir.un -h.inr.il alias I'ccn lashm: v. ... cuad .\!.:s :lic elites response 
to the conflict. It was vehemently opposed I'y many parliamentarians in I'JSS saying 
that this is in fact an emergency law ami the indian si.lIc king a Jemocracy should not 
put all its military illicit in this are,! indium de. firing a -Lite of emergency. Hie use of 
this law WIS basically a license tortile military In pi .mil ilcitrny people's houses, search 
jnyhodv's house without .1 w.wrinl l'i even kill people ■. 11 mere suspicion without any 
legal recourse lyhai'oevci unics ::i.l un::l [here :- saiicii.u: lroi:i the central govern 
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'disturhcd area' spread to the valleys or" .Uanip-jr TripiLra in rhe 7tl.s and engulf the 
hiallnuplitrJ ■■ilk'} i-i S,'<. in 1 1- u \l:stuihcd areas' thi' sure had virtually dej.ircd 

on lis own neonle. - ;u- the oiotveti.ni ■[ iiiiviii.iii.-n.d jieru.inilarian law. 
In! willingly, tlii Jiinowai ie spa 11' ill. ii the people were H ying lo claim came from .i 
retired army olfker.llis n.imi is brigadier T. Shiin. n.iilingfroni Mi/nram, he served in 
the Uritish Indian ai my an.l continued t.i serve in tlu- Indian army. IV hen lie was retired 
and building up his bm house m Shf.mig, an IAS otfi,er ml J him the story of the may- 
hem 1:^ ,\ r -.0l.-.:i-. I :■; v. .'i:t ' ;i 'If lor hmsel h lh,- m.i-.m .1 IT- : y iva . liter a V v hll |-|l n e. 

away villages, lie w,i.. ^ 1. 1 y hue l hy 111 is. At ih.ti time, lit wrote to Mrs Indira Gandhi, 
the then prime minster, "in short, llle im.igc o: lile Indian army lus I e.idled ils n,.|t,iLii 
so far as the general public in .Mimrani are concerned, 'thi.- lias personally arretted me 
and caused agony in my feelings because of i lie fait ih.it I am basically a Miio and at 
the same time 1 have been a soldier of ihe Indian army lor over thirty years. M120 is in 
my blood and the Indian army is in my flesh and hones." Su in tile early seventies, long 
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the tea stall behind the Gwycr Hall in the Delhi University. HHP successfully admitted 
the fi.it Public Interest Litigation ( PI L (challenging the constitutionality of the AFSPA 
in the Supreme Court 011 10 October 1980. 

Hie civil society in tile nnrllieasl also responded I,' llie rjJic.il changes sweeping the 
ludiciary. In MSI a group oi'ljivycrs .1ml journalist formed the Civil Liberties and Hu- 
man Rights (1rg.lnis.tion (CLAHRO) .it Imph.lanJ Marled litigating on behalf 0/ tile 
victims of human right' violation'. Iljt lh cv soon, realise J :har die i.ov courts was unable 
to Jclivcr justice .111 J .'.ilcgu.nd '.he hnni.in right, of the people in northeast. So in the 
l n 90s, another kind of human right, iiig.iiiis.tiou look shape Mjii.iiAjhikjrSjnglijrs 
hSamiti(MASS) in Assam and the Committee on Human Rights (COHR), Manipur, 
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Hie. year 2000 lirinps [in; tuanrJiiMry slrii»i;li' lor the demands to repeal the AFSPAin 
tlieform of Iroi.i Slurmila, who is herself a produet of a much larger movement. 
Currently, we as a human rights defender community in the northeast are srill singling 

the^cchanism'land institutions tint ire n,w av.nl.ihle Mr the promotion and protec- 
tion of human rights - domestically and internationally. 

Isolation is a crucial i.ssuo ive.irt trying In hre.ik .nvay. ii :s iinpoit.ini for us to locate and 
understand this content. Ii is also necessary fur us to realize lhal i;eopolilics loo play an 
important role in the .hmo,:jti, sp.ioe thai i-, .nail.ihle to the penple of the northeast. 
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flie jfliiriuilirfj ojmr region are raising -gainst 
u/J liuniuii nglits iiiolulipns, .-Is inetl'M persons are raising 
voices for social nurses, I hey arc alio bcinglargeled. We 
lime lost over twenty editor-journalists in lira decades. 
Most of them are beingkilled. But shockingly, not a single 
culprit (involved in all these hillings), lias been punished 
NAVATHAKUR.IA uii IWK So now one can make a stahoieat i„ \ -am that 
Journalist from ifyou<mnttokil\sameone'viiho,,t,iicouolability,you 



A;sam witnessed a different kind of uprisingin 1979 in the form of AASU 
[All Assam Student's Union) movement, against millions of illegal mi- 
grants from Bangladesh. It was a historic movement, in which people 
from different sections of so del y uimc I. -gel her. VY'e seerc sch.'ol-gomg students 
and at that time when v/c witncss^c :i.'iv If.' voung leac.ets. IVjfulla Kumar 
Mahanta and lihiigt; I'll id. .in. emerged like U.'.m and I a\iiv,n (of the great epic 
Ramayan) in the Assamese society. The media was extremely supportive of the 
cause and the people of Ass.im liuly believed 'dial the illegal Bangladeshi mi- 
grants would leave the state some day. 

People in general believed in the idea of a Sonar Asom (Golden Assam), to the same year 
the United Liberal ion Front of Assam (ULFA) washorn in eastern Assam, with an aim 
to make Assam independent of India. 

"11m croup grew up In knu'A n length in. iron n. I n-.iii I "Nils. Initially, the ULFA was also 
supporting the deportation ol" illegal Hangladcshis Imni Assam. (Liter many of its lead, 
en look shelter in that country and so they reniaincdsilcnt). 

There is no concrete statist Ls ih.ml I lit- niinioer n! illegal migrant' [Yum our neighbour- 
ing country Hauglade -I i I formerly Fa>t Pakistani. Inn we heliesv it should he around 20 
lakhs, who migrated lo Assam (an J also West ilei'.gilj Jilting tii-.ir Muktiiuddh. (Free- 
dom .Movement in 1971), and still living in Assam. 

forces like GRPP to tackle the situation. The CRPF JamriE spread out in the villages of 
Assam, in search of AASU members and ULFA tadres. Then begun the days of harass- 
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jawans. We had 10 spend sleepless nights outside our homes for months as the CRPF 

Hie Assam movement ended with the 'Assam Accord', signed in 1985, by leaders of 
AASU and the union government. A regional political party, Asom Gam Paclshad 
(AGP), was formed liy the supporter, of the movejiieol. Soon, the AGP formed the 
government in Assam. Men. nwhec, Hie ULFA leaders became more powerful and started 
disruptive activities, including estoitinn and killings. It die not last long as New Delhi 
banned the ULFA in I 'MO jr. J -tailed die fi.i.'ivrijM ijvri.-d'iui against die armed mililanls 
belonging to ULFA. Cmnmoii people «dt li.ir.issed and killed by holh armed forces 
and also ULFA rebels. By the nie.eties .1 1 .a 1 njmhci . if people were subjected to death 
by the militants. 'Hie victims induced p-.iiitic.il leaders (nm.srlv from Congress), social 
1 c " 1 '• ' s [ s a 1 1 -I .1 so |-.H: it..:' isis ;H'ciuse msec vei..'s agamsi :!h- lei ronsi activities by 
ULFA leaders , in J cadre.. Hie medij :i.kI a tough lime lo perforin jis role. Hie militants 
used to sendprcs.s releases, will: an oidei to publish these without .my changes in the 
content and without -my editing. Very fen- editor, and reporters opposed the dictate. 
In 1990, a teacher and journalist covering rural areas, Kamala Saikia, wis killed by the 
ULFA militants. Then, 1 witnessed how a protest meeting, against the killing of Kamala 
Saikia (at Guwahati Press Club), was divided, acme journalists even argued that Saikia 
might have done something wrong and so he was targeted by ULFA rebels. Eventually 



ULFA to many e.\ tend. His colleague -\hl Kumar bhuy.m, ariothel popular journalist of 
Assam was also target co by ihe a inborn ;-. Rmiy.in na.s jailed many times and also tor- 
tured by the polite ashetoo, allegedly wrote anti-New Delhi articles. 
ParagKumar Das formed a rights body named Manav Adhikr.r sin ales ha Samiti (MASS). 
Even after his killing the forum remained active and Lachit Bordoloi took charge of 
MASS. MASS has continued raising voices against die killings in Assam. MASS lost its 
credibility to some extend as it opposed the killings of militants only. There is still coti- 



anguige of militant groups only, and they hardly m 
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Delhi towards tiK' people nhhe region. One Meilci girl (hoi.i Shaiiuila Chanu) is main- 
taining her liimgcr strike for more than a decide with a sole demand to repeal AFSPA 
from Manipnr. RT1 activist and team Anna Hwarc member Akhil Gogoi continues his 
movement against large hydroelectric dams in the region. The governments, both in 
New IMIli .ilk! Assam, .ire noiv iiiakini; si. Heme:] - , s i'i'ou; the c:i1i y "I Mauisls m Assam, 
'llice aiguc lli.it the A.livasi gioups .ne woi kmc wil I ihe Lilh .i lei I o;e..iun,uiou. liven the 
government machineries insist th;it ,i section of anti-dani activists are being involve J 
with Maoist, it i- appichonded tli j i the cmo- inner.i ni.iv large: Akhil tiogoi as a sup- 
porter to Maoist activiiies and then attest him 10 crush the movement. 



live. Not to speak of dictation from the ministers, they .lc not dare to come to our press 
club with ill motive. We may be a little pour, hut we are independent in all aspects. 
Hie journalists of our region are raking voices against all human rights violations. As 

lost over twenty editor- journalists in two decades. Most of them are being killed. But 
shockingly, not a single uibiil (involved in all these killings I. has K-.'n punished till now. 
So now one can make a statement in Assam that, if you want to kill someone without 

clesfga st Ilk 1 I II groups. We 

arc really trying our best to pursue the cause of journalism in our part of the world. 1 

speaking I he language oUortupt pnhti, i.ui-, powerful individuals and corporate giants. 
But the region al media in Assam n pursuing r:ie cause of people's plight and their prob- 
lerns to the policy makers. I I'Cisona'.iy .H'kevc thai in I In cos: live to ten years, wc will 
live in a world of journalists with their own thoughts, believes and in i a gin at ions. Hie 
new brand of journalists may not he the employees to any media house, hut they will 
pcrfolin the role ol the sentinels in line senses. 'Ijie jinn nalihts eug.iged in .ill c-1110 1 ive 
media do not have mane limlT.nroiih as the salaried leiLin.ilisIs hove to race always. A 
journalist outside of the so-called media oiiices thus will he much better, more efficient 
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IroprcSL'iu i h c K.ig.i Mothers" Association, the apex oody of Nag.i women 
and women's organisations in Nagalainl, eu^iprtl in similes for women's 
rights in partiad.i:-, ,inJ huin.m riihs in aeneial. '!hc Naga Peonies Move- 
ment for Human Righis, the NPMHR, Witt bom in the mid 70s and is one of the 
most organised Imin.io rights organisations in the region. 

Hie stale of Nagaland is willies'. In, aiul its citizens victim, of, .1 riinj;i; of security laws- 
the Armed Fortes Special Powers Act, the National Security AH, Disturbed Area Act 

women, students human : :,:h^ activists j jjiiu;- :n oi'ce ..i.' li .;[■.: .■.■itluiut any n>n.'c 
qucntial action are routine, almost the order of tile day, in Nagaland. When we talk of 
the situation oi (he JclcnJ.T.. [Ik- immcoi.ite words (hat dime In mind are harassmcnts, 
threats, telephone . alls visits hy .irniy pcr-mincl, raiding home", in the middle of the 
night elc.Ihadalerrilile experience when I vui I he e.i eonven-er i-i'Naga People's Move- 
ment for Human EUgbtS (NPMHR). My house was surrounded in the middle of the 

my j;ate asking me to open it. Since ihev were speaking in I liiuli, 1 pretended not un- 
:., r »fcimrM.I* 
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night until tem.de n."h.e \-.v--ni f:". iveie .al!;d. ': hey had .1 gun .limed .:i mo and t only had 
.1 yilaug hiy ll I ■: ■■ : n ^ in In I he hm:,e. We ■.• ere !oi-.ed 'm open ill .■ do;T Ind liu' moment 

we did, the army e.iplain Mailed moving i™orJs my lv.lt 11. I threatened to report 

to Brigadier Nair of the Assam Rifles. Fortunately, a. human l ights activists, we were in 
constant interaction with llngadier N.iit. 'iheyh.nl to leave in the face ray threat. 
The surprising thing it that the Indian army oiuionne; chow to disguise themselves, 
wearing Napa shawls, in the middle of tho night. 'I he next morning, i went with ray 
hrolher and met migadiei Xair. repm ! i:>g Lie in, idem, and requesting In put an end 
tn such visits 10 my house. Tin! 1 think that is km one es.unple to show that you are 
profiled and identified. At that time I was already working a- a university teacher. The 
incident shows that it Joes nor matter where veil iv.irk, mi matter who you arc, you are 
not sale 11 you are ivoiLliii; the ini;hK ru die ['eai'le an.l 'inesi i.'n iii; atroeitie^ rhat ate 
,. in milled In- ihe aimed Tees- 'Ike ll. 11 11.11: 1 i^l' de:endcis 111 a paee like Nagalaud 
are caught hctween tile voiec- protesting gain si lilt State alroeitics and the actions of 
the movement for self-deletminaiion and the militant underground groups, which are 
n 1 any. 'Ill ere have also keen numerous atiaoks mi ihe \"agaland media. The editor of the 
only local daily 11 e.v.' naper .vc had '.as gunned mi'.vri 11: Ike middle ol the day in the 
cailv el 1 s au.l Ills .'ille 1 Ills ::ol keen I. 1 u ml L.i .1 He. ' Ve h . : . ,r e h.nl :i Lime re us attacks' in the 
last few years on young journalists, most of them shot and maimed, hut with no follow 
up from the government in spite of huge pressure created by thehuman rights activists. 
Nagaland also has a history of genocide under the Indian armed forces and it is some- 
thing many Indian friends are not aware of. Kane, killings, torture, disappearances and 



other side, you have trihal leaders ul'youi own community who defame you, go to the 
extent of chaiactci assassination, : u:.i kecause yen lite r.usinc: voices for w .mien's rights. 
1 wan I to share a [Veenl mei.lent. .ViltiI.iiio :s :.erk.:ps mie ei die lev.- slates in the eo unity 
that has not implemented die provisions .1: .' : oer eeul rcsc: ■e. i .;:.m ior women in the 
munieipaliliesaiul lowu eouneils. Although Ike Wig.ikinJ Munisipal I'ir.st Amendment 
Ael was passed an. I adapted ky I lie \.ig.i'..ind I eej si alive As.einkly, tile government did 
not hold any elections and did unl implement Ihe Ael in the last live years. This year, 
under the leadership c-1 tke \.-.g.: M other V .'. ssu.:.-.:i.m, and tile e.'mini; together .'i 1 i 
trihal women organisations in NaiylanJ, iv: e.intaeted i\li Colin l.onsalves of HltLN 
who argued our case in the 1 ligk ('ourl ol Is omnia and we sol a positive order directing 
the government 10 hold elections of dislricl oiuuicip.il cm petal inns in a stipulated time, 
ensuring '.Ve reservation for women. 
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Indian villages, tiler. 1 :s p.iillllVlli i ll, wllelc'.ls In \.lg.:l.l;.d we In' .' ( :llilge (.OUiHll which 

have only men representatives 

"I lie inip.icl ol this i'.i dgai'.ienl is verv 1 1' teres; nig. On --lis? side, nr.-' die Mite govern 
nient literally looking .11 women leaders as upcoming iihel.i ii'J trouble makers, and, 
and on tlie other side, w have tlie opposition I'm in the apes 1 1 i j ■. t - organisations, or IT.i 
Hd's, ivliii.li arc male dominated .iikI ,-.m:iot easily .u\e|it (he role of women in public 

of the women's organisations in Nagaland, oven though it was on grounds of an issue of 
rope. Tlicorgaois.it ion, W.ilsu Moii S .lauc. is led I'y highly educated Naga women. They 



heard within the corridors of the Mini-try of I Imn.ni Resource Development, tile CHI 
and the Rashtrapati Rhavan, lint at what cost? 

I also want to share something on the Right to Information. We filed an RT1 with the 
President of India, ami 1 remember the iirsl time 1 ivcnt lo Rashtrapati Bhaivan and 
stood there it the rci:is:rv. |j:c clerk .1: [lie window -nd tli.il UTI ■.in never I'e [lied in 
tile Rashtrapati hiiawan. i Ind M aiguc with the cierk and icl'. him llul I had conic all the 
way from NagalanJ. Finally, .in nllicer c.ime .ind lile.l the petition .mil the response was 
immediate. We had tried for eleven months to gel an appointment with the President 
regarding corrupt ion issues at tlie university. Alter liiii-.i; tile R'i'i at it) am, i was invited 
by the visitor's office to visit die !t jshtrapati llknv.-an it -1 pin. The discussions resulted 
in an immediate directive tin in the visitors o:iice lor ,1 CHI prol-e into corruption and 
all financial irregularities. In W-oil.ind ( "nivcrsiiy. .1111.1/ in;; things (.111 happen through 
the RTL 
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ready to meet us. When we informed the CIHI director that ive li.nl been invited to the 
RashtrapatiBhawau the ncxl day for a mcctine. in the visitor's otfkc, and that we would 
I'e Liking up o':Tui'l:oi: '^ il.l 1:^ 1] ,c .I.icli.'. l I: lei:.- 1 loo '.v.is ;:ii:neJi.l'n:ly in. ilej 

We have also filed an RTI on tlie inaction of the CVC on the corruption esses of hoth 
the university officials .in J ("HI :ilh\ers. who came to iinystieare. "I lie CVC offiee passes 
the same petition on to the ministry of H U[>, and then kick to itself. My question is: if 
your RTI is .in.iiii st llu' IO|i hr.iss ]ioI:il' .l'ul iovest\!;.ili:-.j; .iLienL v like ihe CU1, whal do 
you do in sueh a situation? We had tiled an FIR under the SC/ST Prevention of Atroci- 
ties Att because of [lie kind ofh.u.is.menl we faced from the viic duncellor- racism, 
derogatory statements, false allegations and .ill kinds of defamation. 
"Hie appalling parr is that the N.ig.iland p .iLil l' officer who c.uueto my house, asked for a 
copy of the SC/ST (PoA) Act saying he didn't have the one. It went on for months and 
mil: lie. Ii.-inpi'ii.vi J. ■] ■ il .' me i.ki rote lo I lie .iLicti.ir.il s."s i'ii lud^-.' on die 

slow investigation, besides theSP and DGP. 

Tlrerefore, we can only s.iy thai such slouches may work iii some ease, hut for others 
who live far away from where the conlral eovei iim.'nt lvally i;oiv-:is .in d proclaims these 
kinds of policies, there is a lonj; battle ahead. 
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1ROMSINGHAJ1T 

Brother oj 
from Sharmila 
Cham 



Sharmila is also a human rights defender but she is in 
custody. She wants lo defend her blathers mid sisters of 
the nation. She was born in onr family as the youngest 
sister and she beunne the sister to the entire nation. 



W. hsvt been hearine. and discussing ll'.o atrocities and killings of hu- 
ther am a writer nor a lawyer. I .im workine, ,ss .in i lli kn: .1 1 nllicer 
since 15 years. 1 have come to Delhi from Manipur with a message from my 
yellowest sislcr, lrnm Slurmilj who is on a fas; for List 1 ) years. Her message is 
her struggle. 

T would like lo (tail with how her fast began and the reason behind ii. In Octobef 2000, 
there was a people's iiiJvjii-nJi-nt vmnmisHon <ii' iu.inii v in M.mipur thai was led by 
JtJStkC (retd.) H. Sureih. The enquiry was organised by Mr. CoHn Gonsalves and Mr, 
hahlo.' L.Hrmieh.mi. Aly i r ,-i.r..j. I si : ,r-'r Ir.^in :-ii-i.nmih ak' pirTiop.rcd in the conrniis- 
smn as an individual .iu n I'u vnkmroir. ■ Hiving tl'o ]'iruo.li-ii;s .'i rh.n ■. oi hl jii^ sion. she 
saw the victims of APSPA closely for the first time. We cannot imagine women rajicd by 
the Indian army in front of their father- in- laws. She met those victims personally and was 
moved deeply. Exactly seven days alter the completion of the commission on November 
2, 2000, there was a cold-blooded massacre, where ten innocent people were killed in 
the cold blood by the jawans of Assam Rifles, includinga child who wasa NalionalChil- 
dren's Bravery Award winner. Alter hearing ahoul it. Sharmila went to the spot, saw the 
I'Il.iuI s|'il)ed ovc: there ami ^ee i.lcil tli.il ill-. 1 i'nlv 'v.iv ■.. iq-cl this Jv.ieouijri Act horn 
the surface of the nation was the way of non-violence. She Undertook i fast and decided 
to continue herfastlill the end ofher life, unless anduntil her demands were fulfilled and 
the AFSPA was repealed. She started her fast on Sth November, 2000, which continues 
till date. Her demand is very simply, the repeal of AFSPA. 

I have also been working with Babloo, but since 1 am a simple farmer, not an activist, I 
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In our Just Peace Foundation (JIT) or fi anisrd i f.vt diy festival for hope, justice 

and pi^acc- l-mioeri; ;' crsn ii il I: :,'s I : kc .'.'..■h.i ■;■•■■.:!.> he '."i pit: lc i.'.it.'d :n that. Many other 
inicllci.lu.ils I'mm across the country f.mit to In410.1l to participate in this festival. But 
our CM did not give permission fnr us 10 meet hei. Tlii.> time, 'Save Shamiila' Cam- 
paign was organised from its- 27 Oernhcr .io,l activists travehe.l fivm Si-in.ij>.ir to [niphai 
spreading the message of peace. I wa-i also in tlr.it team. 'I be team nit 111 hers had deci Jed 
In meet Shan 11 ill up.m 1 101 1 irrivai m I111ph.1l. lh.11 liicy ■...'ulJ hir'.c her over. some flow 
ers and some ^i:t- Ivh.ili ol tin.' ['c.!-.'!. 1 . We ii.ul ake.iL.v applied the i.cmussioii- 
But when we reached huphalon 2 "ill. out CM rejected om app;k.it;mi. Mem nets from 
12 different slates who had gathered there were shocked and dismayed tn find out that 
they had not been allowed to meet lioni Shamiri. 1 1: e h incest lesl ical ol Mampur was 
on 28th Ocloher this year, lln tins day all sisiers ate called by htothers and the sisters 
give blessings to the hot I All . a: 1 muly iueinitis oicc .'cer: str.bi; i'..;v :1.1m tins 
festival because Sharmili can't attend this. 

she became a sislei in ilie entire natmo. She ha- sacrificed her iife for thfLcurity and 

als are present here lor tin. national consultation on human rights defenders. My hum- 
He request to all oi you is tn think oi the euslo.lr in. -m tcherc Shirimla 1. lonely; hoi,' 
..1:1 she have lluM r^iil In nieel pe.'i'le :ieel>. i.'eri our tiir'thcr iic^lK in i.ail tor -IS days i! 
she wants 10 meet I'.el. A:.y .'.i^esti.ni. .mv ■iioap ^.111 ^.mie In help US: 
Let us unite and raise our voice in the r.uli.unent in this winter session because Sharmila 
is being slowly killed by our stale government, tin: remial ^merriment never tried to 
listen tn her voice. Anna i la^arc'e last was disci wed :n length in the t'arliamcnt. The me- 
dia channels broadcaster ir.vn :n.,] iiii:.;l.' nielli. : : is J.'m.-.r-.ds were discussed and 
paid heed to by intellectual circles and NCOs. So far 1 1 years have passed and the state 
and central government has not paid any heed '..1 Sh.itmila's last. Hie mainstream media 
has abvay.s neglcded the mice of the northeast region. It i. one of the most symbolic 
examples nf racial discrimination. We need to unite against AFSPA at this juncture: this 
law should not be implemented in any part of our 11.11 inn. N.it on the surface of Manipur, 
ni'l 011 the sui'lacc 1' I 1.111:1111 [x.id'.ni:;. no: v.:y where dsc. lh.11 :s v.v.v ir, 1 . 1 last iec|ucs: to 
all oi you is tn unite and raise your voice J. it rcpcv.hii,; l:ih ca.ici'iii.in la.v 'loin the suilacc 
of our nation. 
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Session 3 
ROLE OF LAWYERS 




•pase the Slate, you target them, scare them... Nat 
rn lit you h art tmythmg personal against them but put 
Human rights /ear into them, so Hi.it Id.' Uwyen slop filie.iline, stop 

l.iti'VlT. M'.llld'lil ili/L'u.fmg Iftisejiciijilc. i.'Jn'm (fief Julfc occu if l> rutin!;. 



MAHARUKH 
ADENWALLA 



W. h ave been learning about the assault taking place on the lawyers 
.11 Punjab and how it has happened in different parts of the coun- 
try. Here, we have people wh:- i-.:vc Iicen right] r.j; against the assault 
which lias been I jkinj; place. Mr. Am.ii n.illi Rmdey who is .1 lawyer and has been 
working in Chhattisgarh and we have a assault happening on him at such a stage 
that he had to move from there, and he had to go running around and collect for 
anticipatorybail. 

And diere is advocate Shrecji Bhavsar from I1B.LN win has had a scries of attacks from 
Delhi police Bui as wetaiowfliat how m thediffirol! lahiition ofChhaoasgtrh what Mr. 
Amaru, nh Pandcy bit jrnc through. People h.i.c tiled f.ilse ca.nes against him. 'they are 
taking lite case 10 the eourl .Hid li^lit 1111; 111 .' manner hv whieh he is heme, largelcd lot 
doing that. And there is Shiimiin Modi, she is an activist who has been workingin Mad- 
lly.i Pradesh. Mie In:, been ■..I'rk.ue. >.Lli .'.Jlij-js. ■."■'tine. -'11 tlie.i i;sues, tr villi; to get 
their land back and even she was brutally attacked, so much so that she was not able to 
work on the field for lhe injury die underwent. Tint i- what we want to say that lawyers 
and activists at a pari iciil.lr keel are .vorkine, 1111 ilie i;r.i*' root. mean being a part of 
the struck- who allow tile itr.icclc i" continue with t:,e l'i;ii:. Ihev ire playing a very 

ofushaveseeninvi.-i-vi.thej.in I ..kp.il I'.ll.iSui I feel that the greatest fight against cor- 
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ruption w L n also vis .1 vis the jiiLiu" iiry. ■'.lie. rnr .1 l.iwvtr to stasid up 111 puhln ineoriiic.s 
to spe.vs allot. I iu.lk l.ltv. Hi Sf.e.lh h .-iij ■: the ihiIl- l'I mdk i.ir y 1 'VI I ■ f 1 U -1 1 ir.^ s nMUption is 

sotiiethiiij; only a hr.ive lawyer can do. 

So, thi.sv.'liiiklliiiip^r.ulminislr.i1iiiiiol'jiisii, l 'liH' l ii.iis']i.is,]u>L i l l l -J thir there are ter- 
rain sections of the s.vietv for whom justice is not necessary Y01: l- .ill it .iSL-tnritythre.it, 
you call it for those v.'sio t.fh: against cho state .1, .niti nationals .1:1 J Target them, scare 
: .10111. 11. >: Isia! ■■oil h: 1 0 .": :i ■ ' ii i : u ;'L;seii.i; aeai:isl us : ,iii -.is: ;- in z.i 11 ■■ s.. lii.it :h.'s.' 
lawyers stop litigating slo ( . Jekndiru; these peepsc, whom they have hocn defen iliiiv;- 
Just put fear itilo their minds but ] ■ l- l , | . L l- win, .1 i v here is smi thi e.iiened by this fear and 
they continued with their work. 

Also, ] had an opportunity to go in the female barracks of tlie Amhika pur Jail (Chliat- 



yer in Homh.iy known .is Shahkl A /mi 1, hmnhav who w.is assassiii.iieil.it t lie .1 jr,t of M. 
J le liSl'.I to flirhl loi Isle kis: isc rl she M usiir is, „ lni were rsiosky, l.ilselv implicited. [11 
any terrorist aclivil v the onlv i:ivesl:e;ltioii tl'.at happens hell 1:1k voting Muslims 

and wis say tint it is .in i, sue .1: sceuriiY ... we Jot:': inter :crc. sic; tin. vomic l.nvyct H-h.i- 
llid A/mi used to go lo court and light .111 J say that I ■.van! just he for these young 11111 slim 
hoys who have keen I theled .1, Icrrorisls ami Slave keen falsely implkaled. In 201 () when 
ho iv.is wofkingin his ollkc, three pcnp.e e.inic saying tll.11 wo arc your clients and look 
out a gun and shot liisi: at point hlr.nl' range e.ud wsscn ihc ca^o s.1111: out it ivas said lint 
since he lights for the ami riaiicn.ks tshs w.i, a patriotic hiking. Later tlircc people were 
caught. In the media, 'I cliclk.i has raised the ,|uc<:kin thai who hcnelits from the death 
of Shahid A/mi? Is it Tiharat Nepali! Shahid A/mi had in very concerted manner had 
followed up the case and was ahle 10 show that these Muslims were falsely implicated. 
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into this killing. 'Ihc replywnsth.it ns the atcust J have been i.iitght, wc Jon'tncedto do 

Now this young a. tiv^t M s. Slintiiiiii \Wi ivorLiv.i; !:■ M.ijiiy.i I ' r J c .s In for thctribals, is 
the one who is lighting, against the wroth of the state now. So now' one sees that it's not 
only the security ■uijjc, hui ii goes all tin u.. You light I'm min unties, slum-dwellers; 
you are beaten tip. killed, lint iv( know th.ir there niv ultimately some eases for whieh 
wc have to anriro.idi the amir, when liubviii'ia's -.tie .irroirtJ nt have to po to courts 
for bail. 
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Lawyer and 
social activist jroi 

i. "rli'jilfriSCilr'Jj 




Tficrr is motkcrdifjiroblnn in our wmifrj'. I/>« fcrJJ 
n Muslim and say Dial he mis /njw Luslifcur, nobody 
will cure. TJif'/n'ii/iI.'^v/uiiilv jji.v ifflli liml sluinntnl 

odii™l™rono*i^a^iTOimiItlII(ifm,(*rpBbl(f 




uman rights are bsir.i; fn' bis J .in J violence i- bcrni; faced by everyone, 



everywhere in India. 11 is a sad and painful .lif.iir. Discussing this issue 



-A- A is a source of^rsa: com fort as die Jinculties i faced during the previ- 
ous work that 1 had .1 nds i look cursed .i j;:s.ii dsal of J err cssron and anxiety. The 
struggle with police led to great difficulties. In 1998, the first fake encounter was 
dune by SP of Sarguja district, situated in the northern part of Chhattisgarh. It 
was reported that while they were taking an accused from one place to another 
the Naxalites attacked them. Firing took place where the SP was injured. This 
was fake news as the SP had no bullets wounds and the accused was killed and 
bis last rites were periiirmcJ inline Jiat el y. 1 skir led cofectine. evidence with the 
help of a fellow journalist li iend, Mr itakcsii si:ir;h who is not alive today. The 
fellow who died in [he encounter wa.s a rick sIi.lv>- pull si, killed in S.irjjiib district 
as the first encounter. When ivs started working on that case, it was the year 
1998, the Naxal movement had started. 

Hie SP then called me and told me that the cl» .icainst my\< rather was heint; reopened, 
and converted into Section 3112. That particular case was tiasically about a friend of my 
brother called Anil K.u who had Jr.nvjioJ in a p.md wlii'n i couple onricnd.s including 
my brother were taking a l-arli in. Wirhin an hour ills friends iscni in his house and then 
to the police station. After the dead body was taken nut, the police conducted a dictum 
tat. Since it took two dap for the bndy to he taken nut, it had decomposed and noth- 



1 16Z 




Cdoy i Mined malarial 



ing could be firmly deduced. 'I lie secmid dioruo, tesi wis conducted in Bhopal and the 

[ asked the SP not to compromise the Na>;a]ite encounter investigation by distracting 
the police with this ease since the report of the drowning was self- evidential. Rut the 
police dunked toe dicTiini repnrt .111 d .1 d lifer cut h.isc .nid ivitn Timlin was sent to Hho- 
pal which showed negative dictum report .uid l 1 1 seipiout ly i case was filed against my 
brother under Scctio 11 302 oftheCrPC. On 1st December 21109, my brother was sen- 
tenced to lite imprisonment. 



and kill him, the public w.icld pi ahead and appreciate the police. In 2004-2OOS, this 

Mr O.P. Rath ore had started the scheme of out ol :cr,n prom.itiim l"oi police officers. 
Hie acts of bravery that we see In most cases are for that of out-of-tum promotion. In 

twob ol n moii sce- 

nario in Chhatrisgarh that even though there arc 40 people killed in an encounter, only 

who are capable of showing precisely even from a distance. The clothes of the dead ate 
also burnt, Hut what is recorded in the video footage is the opposite. It is very difficult to 
'.•■ink in Sargio.i and • aheidv Invo \ ! cisos h'dgo.l against mil. I have liloc tor mtulp- 

cOinc kill .1 cect.lai |-ci son who .1 witness agaiosl 111c 11: s.iine 01 hci CISC. I argued 



mat. rights and against fake encounters. 

Talking about legal rules consider the situation ot" liastar. The then SP of Bastar who is 
nowa DIG, had gone to Sarguja and shot a person in front of his wife- When she came 
to me regarding this 1 complained to S11RC. Ctrl IC, the 1 lome Minister and the Prime 
Minister via several applications. So they picked up a woman named Leda and filed an 
affidavit using her name at SHIsC against me saying that Amamath Pandey is a Nasal- 
least two lakhs. They kepi I td.i in i-olkcaisio.lv ior (-7 months. On 14rhjan Leda ran 
away fromher house arrest as the police ollicials were drunk from an adiva si festival, and 
came to Ambikapur. She came to mt and said that she was raped by Kaluri and other 
police oiMccr-.. She iv.^ s v . ned !e .*y kick !.■ hei ■i'l ice roe. w.i* sl.iyiiu; neai my house. 
Hiey picked up Leda IV0111 ne.ir my home. Mi. S.i 111 .iv [tauej wi.ihe 1 J vo eat ere present - 
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inp Lcda.iMy petition from l.oda's side v.ms pending. 'I he Police tamo to ask for NOC 
from SauravDangi and ho hi] J rac about it and also mentioned tlul Loda doesnot want 
anything from mo now. After ihis I ho juJge ordered In withdraw 1:10 written petition. A 
certified copy of withdrawal wis given to NHRC and the NHRC also dosed the case of 

in NHRC Iwast t h c months so 

no information tan be given- 
Situation for the lawyers ol'ihe high court mJ ihe Supreme Court have Jill'ercnt lines 
and the lawyers of disl r-u cowl h.ivo many false >.ises I do ihis jg.iin.si them and the. sur- 
vival ha* become leal. y .iiiikult. Miysic.il as well J. mciit.il hoahh i. a ..trong issue for us 
given to this disturbed form of life. I want :o bring on: this ,n|io,t of the lawyer in front 
everyone as 11 is seldom Jiseussed. 



1 164 



Copyrighled 




Hie cases in Chhattisgarh need to be especially highlighted 
in the International People i Tribunal, where there is a 
repeated assault on \lie human rights of lawyers, tribals, 
journalists etc. Also, the way in which many tribals have 
Iirt'ii implicated itl Jills,- casa. jifiifjj,' iriT l.uroui-IufrJ in 
;uils. II ii our nfsiniu.4j|jjjj(-v In Jul,' flu's iiji at national 
and international level. 



PRASHANT 
BHUSHAN 

Senior uuViiciife, 
SjgWWte Court 



ehave been discussing j[i out the country an J especially some states, 



like (":hh..llis;;.ii!i, northeast slates, Kashmir, Gnj.ir.il an J to some 



» ¥ extent Maharashtra, where the violation of human rights is taking 
place. This violation espei Lilly lakes place against Muslins whereby they are 
charged with false cases of Terror artack 1 ;. which has co ni: nu c-d for a number of 
years. In Chhattisgarh the tribals are implicated as Maoists, and not only the 
tribals but also the lawyers who are trghtir.c. i-:c i.ieir. arc ccuallv harassed by the 
State. 

A very important issue that has come out is the creation of false cases. Throughout the 
country, we see thai i]ie ].oUce put false case* n.i;aiini people, aricsled and tortured them 
ar.J lalsely irnpl il --. L-j-iI tkein. SuJl eases kec|' eynie. l -■ n yeais. 1 ]us is a HaUnt viola- 
ti on of human rights. We had raised this issue 1 2 years ,1(1,1 ivhcn Justice Vcnkatachahya 
was the head of the NHKC. We demanded that the NHRC eiamine these cases where 
the human rights defenders, and ihe Irih.ils in smiie cases, are falsely implicated; hut the 
NHRC said they cannot do anyihing once lliese eases are there in the court since it is 
not in the jurisdiction of the NHRC to take over court cases. To determine the solution 
lor I hi.- problem a hi;; i'.suc. Su^a case : sh.'v.- I he I lilui c i ■! ihe ludkiai v. especially ii 
the person is a Muslim nr. i trih.il, nr a defender i-f lliese pe.iplc, they are over- looked hy 
the judiciary. We see ihe failure 11 scvcr.d levels in ni.iny cues. Tlie media doesn't take 
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Secondly. 111'. 1 issue :■: ill.' lailuic ol die )■ :!] H .11 see .il v.iihilis oLi^cs. where no 

cognisance is taken, needs 1" In lliejlliejltc.t. If there is a 1 1 1 v 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 of Terrorist' investiga- 
tion or 'Maoist' ariyivlu-ic, then tin judii iary ovarii -ok. cecreih in is else. Today, our judi- 
■Jiary is ansivL-r.il> \t tn intu'. whether tlu- nuigc l^ l-.s .uiviliini;. whether he performs his 
Juty, whether, together with the Si'. s.Tie 10nvn.it the people, implicitine; them in false 
cases, whether lie ;,i^c> l i LL-u cr •ioci-u't yeiL-i 1:1 .l:iy ..uislr.u-.i.'iia! viutv. n.ih.' Jy can do 
anything as s ud,;c is noi .ui.-'.cmI'Ic '.1 .ni.vue. V..- '.link: uncicisl.uid ll.e diftcicnce 
between the Lt.kpal, the NLTKC and the judici.iry. The judiciary is not accountable to 
anyone in the current situation. Hie NHRC is answerable, but the selection of NHRC is 
random. Makingthc judio i.lry .Insv.'L'raMe is c.itrcmcly necessary. U'c have sakl that Lok- 
pal is .1 completely iiidcpeiulcn: body; it is 111.lcpcn.lcut ir.HU ihe e.w-crnmcnt and it is 
independent from the judiciary too. Today il there is .111 allegation of corruption against 
a IlCorSC judge, then the investigation is done by thepolice and tile CHI, but with the 
permission of I he Chiefjuslice of India. Tnereforc, the police are under the government 
and the SC said tliat because police is under the government therefore you have to take 
rlic permission of the CJ1 to protect the independence of the Indian judiciary. 



drafting elm! 



ary shoulder 

Kolkata.Mr. Ajit Scngupta. When permission vsjs south'. from "ustiec Venkatachalaya 
regarding an investigation it was refusal. Tlie J.iy V'ligiipta retired, he was arrested hy 
the Clil. Rut while lie was .1 judge, 110 permission was ever given despite knowing that 
he was corrupt. But still Instil VenL.tachalaya. de-pite :>ci:ig .111 honest chief justice, 
did ui't give permission th::: nnc.rh.-,t die judiciary would :v d.ir.nr.ed. .\ov/. the govern 
lucnt is not including I lie iudiciary in l.o e.'.il h.i..aus. an :,po.ial lies keen made by the 
judiciary to keep it oui of i.okpa). Tlie government says thai they will to™ the judiciary 
in a .separate bill known as Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill, which is totally 
useless. Not even one percent of the niil makes the judiciary accountable. 

ri I SESSION" .i 1 I SPEAKER! 
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tilC lll.lltcr 'VIS t'l'.'L^Ill I'CtOlC diC Ci'ill 1 LK'LLLlll^ "'.IS dl'lIC .IS U.f'.CS .11 .J .IV-MlC lll.lt I ii L >" 

can do anything without .iny repercussions. 

L'nl J the judie i.u y is mule .Icci'iml iNe II. .mi o:e..ims'lioii. lidei-cndcnt ol the e.ovclu- 
nii-iit, nothing can bo done, l.okp.d i' nit model. .-\nother model tint wt presented was 
to elect a person liken retired HC iiide.c. 'Ike ek-vi ion c;m be .kmc liy the jude.es of the SC 
m-jlI per.'on l ki_ 11 'L d'ou'.d he com:- '. v.- i c I • i-w.cpe-.'.cn: d:cr cleciLi'ii. A oimslituliorillly 
iiklcpcruiciit , : .uthoi:tv ;:iou!d :;n. Ic. I':c second ocisoii sk.i-_ld be selected by the 
chief justices ol liCs. the lliird I'crscu sh.iukl lie- -elected by ike union cabinet. Fourth 
person should be selected by leader oi opposition of I, ok Sahhn. Leader of opposition 
of Rajya Sahha, Speaker of l.ok .Sahha ,irul Vice ['resident. Aie fifth person should be 
selected by the Lokpal. if formed, or by CliC Comptroller and Auditor tdeneral, NHRC 
Chairman and others like- these. 




In.lt tile government sc-ccts die member -.. 'J he lender "I opposition is dlc-rc in tile selec- 
tion committee. Hut die leader of opposition .dso iv .tut- die kind of person who is weak 
and doesn't have a backbone or he should be corrupt. So. ive see tb.it niter Justice Verma, 
.dl ike sek-ctiiriis rii.ivic In:- lire c:r.li::ii.l:i -.'1 the N I ii-r. ' 'Acie ciliiel s'liielcss. coinpleteU- 
corrupt, or bodi. Tcoolc ji.-.vc slopped ^.imi: to the XI l: : .t. :n c.'se ol need .i:k! tiler c-lorc 
it needs to lie scriou.dv improved. We li.ive suggested L.ikpnl, in v.'liicll there is a very 
broad based independent selection committee. Where there would be 1 1 people and 
only one person from the govern mem llie I'M ind .111. idler politician, die lender 01 die 
opposition, anel nine ,i::icr ii:de:-ei:dent cousdtu::o::.d .i : .:l:Lont:es wko ire independent 
of the government .in,; .d.-o independent heir, d-.c p-.diticil el.iss. ! 'rdess such selections 
are made for the the Nl iit( ', there i. vcrv li'.tle ch.uiee ol improvement. Secondly, the 
\'[[RC li.isno.ULdioritylli.il il 1.1 11 order or pun Mi -omeone. Similarly, [lie press council 
has also not been given any authority. 



should be up to life imprisnnmorit. 'Ihc police should not investigate false eases where 
the offence is not a serious one. 

Also, India should rarity the treaty oi'the I me ni.ilioii.il (. rim i ml Court, where people 
like Modi should be tried. We should talk of cases like Chlutlisjiarh at an international 
level. We should have a n.uional network d- defend die human rights L l (V ndevs, hivyers, 
for which HRl.M is taking .1 good initiative/, s;;eh 1I1.-.1 whenever there is an attack on a 
laivyei tighringfor human rights, like v.'nat is happening in ( hhartisgarh or even in SC, 
then la>. vers Ironi other pans o: the ^.miii'I '- ear he hi'"U,;hl :o assist his 'her Jefenee. 
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SHAMTM MODI 

Lawyer and 
social activist from 



'1 sort a/seriom but false , 
aid won, I am implicit, 



tiui/'ii/MiiiM- iriipiiini/nJfiTi [,-.-. ,Mi,j»>r nl/n'. It'Firr; 
IJjIs issue ivus jirrsenre .1 In lire Higfr Cimrl ofMitdhya 
Pradesh, the homnmibtc chh-j juslicc couldn't stop 
smiling. 'lite queslimi r> iruJ whether I i.'uiiJJ IwiicifiiiHc. 
in lillflrL'srirlui'hMr fills, .int.. hi/ (Jul ii'Iii sfjiniM i 
gn through this luimmm-ul ami clinics! Ihcsc as csjor 



Midhyii Ptadz'il; deaths if torn Innocent' 



W. mlJ 5t realise th.it we jre wnrkin; in the jlotij] environment where, 
JB one side we have people who are dying due to starvation, and on 
the other kind m have a whole lot otpeop.e suriV cmns, in theit sur- 
pluses. Our strategies .is M-LS.il .iclii-ists -li L.jyjini; uiw.uds justice for all, niusl 
keepthisinmind as we advocate to:: he trios: diiied'. r.nt.i^-jLi end vulnerable sec- 
tions of our population. As an activist with the S/rr,rmit Adivasi Simgliatunn for 
the past two decades, me and my colleagues at the sanghtana have strongly felt 
the need to work iin the si cu to deal with the si,-,lc repression on a broader 
scale. We do have a strategy 11: place an.! :liat is cvactiv the reason why the sang- 
hatanahas survived till date. But with the "ej-.ihalisaliiin" .1 1 1 -.1 privatisation forc- 
es intensifying, we too need to build op on our strengths and put more efforts 
into networking and "resource" building. 

We hive witnessed Human Hichr-i [le fenders (I IRI>) K'ing victimised hy the stale ma- 
chinery, especially t ti c p A:cc. :ot .".posiiic: rl:f r.i.-:ii.::i'iis \crs Losnnnssinn mid omis 
sion by the corrupt ileitis nf the micrest e.rnnps. . r 1 4 . 1 i ^ .1 1 1 1 1 the activists in false and 
Irivolous u iiidinl l-^.'> is 'In: :ih..Il:s ujieiii i lI I ,.| 1 he m-i hi pi si. 11. agents 10 harass the 
innocent iiiJuvM* .m.l she .i 1. 1 ^ir.ie_eli'i^ Iit jn-.si.L- and ,-.p..Mii L e their ileitis. They 
arc niten heard saying that they do this "to reach the >,iiii,ii,fl,iM(i and its members a les- 
son' and frankly speaki-igihcy really knuir where si hurls she most. Since Slrriimifc.liJi- 
vastSait^iUm (SAS) works with the .rr/ri'.isi community in Betul, liarda and KhrmJiva 
districts of MaJhya Pradesh, much of the conflict is with the forest department, which 
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adivasi comir.llilitie' ii' hne-l .iieas, espe. i.ilh 1,'ivsl ..'ilL.igo- ii- Madhy.i I'radesh, has 

wonened. 

\\ l:a: .iw-.il' lI.i ...it i ■.h-.'c.ivsmv.i l.iv/s ii I :ic ::::plcm.ii:-.ne. m.'-.lr.iK'v is 11.11 in |l.uc ; 
Tlu' serious prohlcni is thai ihe rights oriented approach of" the j ■ i' 1 1 j ■ 1 1- in giivmuuft is 
lacking. H.ilIi lime SAS n|.inn the corrupt practice or inhiim.ni behaviour of the forest 
or police officials in the area. .1 immher off.ikc and frivolous eases .ire registered under 
the forests laws against 1 lit aettv:irs ■1n11ur11c11t.il in exposing Lie m. So much so that at 
present there are more ili.m >d cises legisiercd .L^am <t ; be ad nasi activists who have 

I i .iyc^<. i ii I: of wages "I iiilliiin.ui and ' i..|ei:t .icl> ol the -Ute agents, is li'llowed by sp.Ltc ol 
false and frivolous eases against scmior activists atul other members ot" the saiighatana. 
Hie new strategy a dop tfd I'v the forest orti,i.ds. t 1 intensify rli l- harassment [o the adi- 



Act (1972) and Dcst 



has missed the atlenlmn of .ur iudi, i i; y d-o. J ii Mure ihc judiciary that the forest 
department officers present their "olVenders" implicated under various false offences, 
which are bailable and compoundable. The Emit omcers sometimes demand three con- 
secutive judicial remands and the court grants them without any questions. Much of the 
Uilil and resources of l:ie I KDs are spent on 011I e-1 'ng I llcsc c -ses. im pi idling rights 
dclciuicrs in various cases Jutei • o-.h u: -. ii . ir. e.i J. ml' |I:li: support to die cause 
of justice for alL 

I myself am facing all sort of serious hut false criminal charges for dacoity, loot, attempt 
to murder, kidnapping, cnmin.d trespassing and so on. I am implicated in all kinds of 
serious criminal offences, except for rape. When this issue was presented in the High 

lion is not whether 1 would be acquitted in all these absolutely fa] senses, ifut that why 
should I go through this harassment and contest these cases for decades if I am inno- 
cent? Since in rorcst nilciues, the L.implain.iiii is the iiive'iig.iti'in agent also, the in- 
nocent victims cannot e\pcct much from the iri.il. Manipulation is the rule. In most of 
these cases, though liic judicial olliccr believes i:i the malicious acts of the State's agents, 
iie iuni'ell led - |LL^:'|L■^^ a: l:ie l:-.i:,is v'l :lie iiiJl^:,.! |':.'^..\:uie. I l;i- i< c\.i_tly wjuu i;ives 
them confidence to abuse the process oflaw. 

My concern is that when a case seems false and frivolous on the face of it, and still our 
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iwsisand the activists have n iiilmij, to rear, because no action has ever been taken in such 
malicious arts. 'Ill c-c:ore. :ho gross violations . .intimio with impunity. Our strategy lo 
Jc.it 'villi the in-elect :li:i .11 tin human r:g:i:s d.lTen.dcis ::uim emerge mil of our study 
of the modus operandi .if me pel pel raters .if 'In. crime .nut also alicr consulting tin' 
grassroots level aclisisis who an. being vk',ir:iiJcd. Tlii. 1 May. because at the lime when 
we were facing spate oi'u.n against our members an.l ourselves, we were nil a desper- 
ate hunt to find a Jawcr ■■.■ii.. would iviiresciit '.n.ioui ocniaiuling a toe which we 
ceuk: lull ali.nd- .Ms.-. soineme v.'!-..-. would understand mil nabis '.vised argument on 




their mobiles. 



So we have to show out strength. We should have J ^roup of lawyers lo fight for us who 
are sensitive and good. After identifying these people "'ho are ready fo help, a slralcgy 
should he made. We should call officials who help us in such meetings. There arc many 

need to prepare a community of human righls lawyer.' «-ho c.iul.l handle these issues 
and advise the IlRDs. I'rishanl hhusluii has heen siippurling us fur lite past many years. 
Similarly, otheis at ihe stitv ai:d district level have stood iiy us. lint the problem is that 
there are too many cases lo ha mile. imIicic had been j f.kr- finding enquiry by a human 
rights group lo ei'unk-i lile lake investigation .if I h e M ile .'geiu k-s mayoc ;he malicious 
intention woukl hi' c been ccn^cd .md Ihe h;i:r..]:i uciils .'I _[.;i-.i s.itzi'ii disc us woukl gel 
some relief. 

When I wasarrested on (hese false charges and taken lo I iarda jail, within five days i was 
(hilled to 1 loshang.iha.l ail v.- hen- I was n.na.sscd lieu use I he inoi a: es had hee instructed 
by the jailer, "isko an.lar theck Lir do" (lis. her ngln inside tin- jail I. 'Ihe lower judiciary 
had not oniy rejected nr.- ha :l applie u mi i he a'.isoluiclv raise cases, hut al ssi passed 
Is!. else reiii.uks on i:i and our uu'.k of tunctioning. 

It is said thai slate repression usually strengthens ihe sanghtan.i and niolivatcs them lo 
aintiuue Ihe struggle. Yes, it is true in ihe hegimiiiig, hut not for i-rt years. I musl point 
this oul here thai must nfus are middle class activists, who have nut urban friend circles 
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ir-.J snpp '"iters ahvavs r.M.iy to Iieh' ;is. ir.oiielanly ."r I . r 1 ■ bur rural hascd aJi 
viisi activists choose to fight at the cos! of their l.iiuilics and bask survival. But for the 
s.iiiiihiMiia. siilIi ,ui.1 .utivist lus no otlu-r support sti-intnie. W t li.itv ti> SL-i-iously chijik 
about them. 

lam glad rhat so many of us are here tn deliberate 0:1 the si raregy :i> deal with the threats 
that the HltDs arc facing, but something concrete should evolve out of this fantastic 
err on. M.ry he wo c.'-ii fisti-di^e a "! irmian K i';lits \\ groui'. -K .1 wl'uU spring izrro 
action each time human rights are violate J- 

As somebody lias lightly s.iij th.it "our stars hive The power to rem in J us that the past 
was real." Here we .ill have .mil tin- mo lies with nlii.h we ,.m lake our light forward. 
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Session 4 



POLITICS OF HATE AND 
DISCUSSION ON COMMUNALISM 
AND SITUATION IN GUJARAT 




SARA BH AT 

Actress and social 
activist from Gujarat 



ia«.el.ou tolerate hatred ondextrybodj who Ova 
Gufmt mil (turn trldu lo pghl ,1. Thh wall of&mm 
,a tint KaBofanrar&ti is 'omohmg that it so Jiff mil 
fare tliuf a is olmou suflotuLog People think that I 
n Umt acttriim, Bm all of us knot 



People think that the city of Ahmedabad is safe for women. But the dty 
stands third in rank .is I ho most J.ingoivu.s oily for trim es against women. 
My friends in power say th.!i it is si ill not .is unsafe ,i- Delhi ! But 30 years 
ago, when we were in todoge w usi'd lo ride on .1 two wheeler and go to a tea 
stall at 3 a.m., wearine. jewelry, .in J OL:r parents never even asked us about where 
we went. TTiey didn't iv-.irry. hum there we have umie lo lliis Ahmedabad. 
Ifwe start comparing tnii,,!,! I 1i' I 'lihnli-.'.irli. i! .|iyc lhe wn'iu; perception and we fall 
into Mr MnJisiikir.iiii/. lfluij.iM; i- I'i-Iii;; pr.un-il unlay il isliiisej on the false promise 
thai GDP ii what tile lilowlh ol'llumjn lik ::■ <A A' ■ill. Il: reality, there is an environment 
of fear. 



lluiin;;tlle .101)2 genocide, il 
kink i- a l(»l-year-oldMuslii 



I present in die slate as 1 was performing in Kolkala. 
on the banks of the Salwmati river. On the opposite 
0, There were only three people in the Office during 
that lime and Ihey were leslinj* me that H lhe entire slum is on lire." I came back on the 4th 
of March, met man.- Inen.ls ino ^iw .1 I l li i^i- r.uml'-.T yioe" clippm..;'. in J tli' luejlt lll.lt 
^or.ieihsne: needed io l'c dene. I lu.1 neyci lie en :,: carn t .'i touchl .i case. 1 was an activ. 
ist hot not through Icca in. Mil.-. I, 'in: v.". ill I.. .' Ineii J.'. cc.nle.i tint .ve .diouLl imme- 
diately file a PIL. So on the 1st of April 2002 we filed the first PIL in the Supreme Court. 
A few months hack, through Sanjeev Mian's testimony for the Nanivati Commission, 
I found out how immediately after this, Narendrj Modi had withdrawn secret service 
money to bribe my I.i'.'-.-..t- l"..l atlemnl lo derail my PIL. 
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hijatked. I sent the me.'Me.e une.|uivoe.-lly. At ] o'el.-ek, iust helere we broke for lunch, 
Medhaji arrived. I said. "Medhaji « ,ne lin-akin,! I'm- liu-eli in live minute* an J 1 request 
you to leave." 

We broke for lunch and whim h.i]t'.;n li.u.r. when we cjiuc hack, there were hundreds 
fi^uudas already -.heiv and (] vj.h if] J) (. hur.anNia] I'.uel's «i:c h.i.l sent her ownpro- 
Narm.id.l goons hcc.Lii>c I'.L-.c.-ur '.v.!.- liicre. ilieie were ii.tLii.llists too. 'Hie Aaj 

Tak journalist Dllinuiit I'p.ldhyay, inisrcportcd ,in,l said. "Mallikj Sarahhai had invited 
Medha f'alkar." Within mi nine' people were trying In heat us up. Medhaji's Ilea J was 
grabbed by the man who bier hecimc Mayor of Ahmcdahad, and hanged into a wall. 



completely different thine, to put fillers in danger. 

] had 10 ^iMiiulei l;i''iii:l1 in 0 L fii:iel .n.i'e ''fhiiru.iii !i ■liiekin^ i.ms ^t.if'f'e'] ini 
me. It was the day before lliw.di nheri ihe courts elo.scd f.n .1 break, that an arrest war- 
rant was issued! against me- A n:css per.'on e ailed nu 1 and si. ed 1m 1 to 
It was like in thefilm Sound of Music 1 had 10 hide under the cupel in the hoot of a tar. I 
am toe. rcoogins.Lbic I..,;.' .invwiicte Lu:::ol!ccci. .Le holder p.'kte i:.td keen warned. We 
finally got out and went to I'Jaiput. We ciane.cd s:tr> ,i[id llien wcnl to Jaipur and for tile- 
next IS days, while my .ell plume w.is heing l-.teej, I n>« tilt move, trying to escape 
.ures; w^aiTauts; 1 lie police across the .omitt y had I'ecu informed. 

high e-ourt. They knew perfectly well that 1 was a danecr and that I had to go for danee 
perform antes. The whole idea wa.lo slop my show.', to 'till a non-profit organisation by 
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I have been charged with many case*. The cook of my InstituUon'f cafeteria said thai 
[ liaj stolen two saucepans and the police registered in FIR. Apparently tti J ay, cases 
of rape and murder arc not considered wordry Mr hLi.s hnt tlie taw of utensils is! For 
many nioiirhs, I would have to go to the I. mi"l scc^i:^ pcriiiis..:oe. m go nut of town ioi 
my pei form antes. Hie court opened at Ith.iOa.m. and the [lights left by 9:00a.m. Hie 
evhole iika was in jcop.ui.uw my pe;fium.uicc.i even if the emiri gave me permission by 
1 lieWa.m. Nobody ic. (lamlhuiagar wod.l take a .ill from me. Nobody in any polite 
station would actually listen to us. In my institution l.i-ln minion come every month 
seeking help iv nh. domestic \- i ^ I e 1 1 ^.i- eases. i:. cn lodav, I I go w it h ihem to the police 
station, uohody c^ii' t. 1 he .lesenl s^--- l 1 1 1 lis. similar; y, il I c.dl ll'.cm, lllele is nobody t.i 
answer the phone. 

Another thing that I want to share is llial in the . ily whore my parents have practically 
created each and every organisation, the people are so very afraid that during the period 



We want a country where there would he no need lor activism. Where we Jon't fed the 
need to liirhl. smh 'I i n ul ,1 he mir sou i ..I i y. liu I I ..c i e ivc have 1.' rl eh I . .iml ivc put many 
tilings on the line ami light. I remeniher, I didn't allow niy child in miss a road on his 
own because the en lire environment was KSS induced, when my Muslim friends used 
to eonre over, it use.: to he iiisuiillv rcporicd. || | h.i.: Muslim drivers, thai too used 10 
he reported. So, ;:i:> h the kir.d el ..:e^ipe r.ctivoil, e. e live i.iih i.i t iui.ir.it today. livery 
phone is tapped, not only ours. Ami ive live with that, we joke about it, hecau.se there is 
no other option. Bui Gujitrat today is ium a jungle stale, it is a very clever r.eslapio state. 
Its not like Chhattisgarh, where it islike the wild West. This is an incredibly well-thought 
out, well- strategic d. well iuneicd method oi killing a Mate. So, if anybody tells you dif- 
ferently, do not believe them. 
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OPEN SESSION WITH SANJEEV BHATT 



intolerance Thii intoLvaru-c '.:j"cd dcvclopm*; >o:r.etime in the early 90s. Yen men- 
tinned Mcdha Patkar and the tact tli.it yon ivcrc a bit defensive about Mcdha I'atkar as 
itwriuld attract negative feeling Hut is the background to Gujarat. Mcdha Patkar was 
exposing a very just iiu«, though very remote In us. .She is ,1 very dear friend and Iwn of 
Iter colleagues, Mr. 1 [iin.i:i-liu Th.ikk.ir and Vr. Mn i|> i-.l no.irmadhikari, were with me 
at HT Bombay. So I had an excellent WDrkingrclataonship with her. But the then Chief 
Minister, Mr. Patcl, was not happy with the way I attended the situation. He wanted 
strong arms tactics and ] refused saying if she is not contravening the law of the land I 
will deal with it in my own way. "They were only activists, not criminals. Even after their 
arrest was made, there was no substantial case againsi them according to the law and I 
released them immediately. The CM, however, was very perturbed. He wondered how 
a young SP could do this on his own? I was summoned to (Jandhinagar and the ACS 
Home, Mr. Ealkrishii.in. was presaol there. Tliis was in '93. I went in uniform and the 
CM said that 'you don't even listen to the CM'. I said 'Sir I haven't joined the poUccfbrte 
to linen to you'. He was taken aback, He asked me whether I should he sent to England, 
Paris or New York next? I didn't like the tone in whieh he spoke, so I spoke back in the 
"me tone. I said, y.n. send rue i.i in]', Inn ! iv ill do wnk my \.a\ ' .ind ] turned around 
itul walked on I- 111 it w.is niti Icr.li^L-- .■•[■.■■ u ilc ,md I *vc:c pieii.ne.ho receive the trans- 
fer order after tliis incident. The very neit day, 1 was relocated as die DCP of Sural dty. 



GunvMjhrec ■ 



sr.rge '.here you .111' eilhet .■. ill' ricui 01 ie,.i:i'st Them. " J 1 1 0 > k.v. e ^1 rc-Ji. lioil ihis loe,:i .1 
her lo mrlh-.T. 'Ilu' ini ly :r: power' ::i t.llil-ira: rich I new c la his Ic hi' .1 11 .11 10r1.1h.st pa 1 ry. So 




only because y™ an 1 police officer, I is also fceJL SC ™;ecied youf application and f ou 
jrw.fiirirrjf ciisWi.if ff.-,il(i ifWtjj.itjjni. ,SV t -.irirr^v.j.-r>n uVrf'f K-^im;> ftr/v Iffurf made you come 
We dtifule Ihul? 

Sanjccv: I am glad thjtthi? was brought gp. Tliis is not a custodial death. Due to histori- 
cal reasons, the polite have hecn pltecd in adversarial roles. This is colonial legacy. The 

talk aboufdrfenders, police is the first form of defence. As far as human rights are con- 
cerned, that is what I think. Talk of a communal riot in Gujarat, if a particular communi- 
ty is under threat who is the first in line otdefenders? The police, the enforcing agencies. 
There are situations where police acts neutrally and very cffeclivcly.Butthat isnot to the 

Thus the police become 1 target Coming to a particular incident of 1990s when I had 
just started my career. 1 was an iiJiiiiion.il SP injojlipur. I..K. Ajvani look oul his yalr.i 
on 24th October 1990 and was stopped in Bihar by Lalu Yadav. A very brave act. On 
25th, there was violence across the country, more so in Gujarat. On 30 October lyyil, 
the goons of RSS and 6JP tried to attack Babri .YUsjid for the hrst time. Mulayam Singh 
acted with great firm 11 ess. Lives were lost, hut l.e.v picvjilcd. Md.iy.im Singh was nude 
Mull.ill Muljy.nn ovei niyhl .1H1I1 Ociobcr iv.is F-.li.i- ,1 1 IS.inJh.Jainn rear had 110 history 
of communal violence hut ihe VHP i,jj ;o carry out .1 capacity Jcuumstration. So in a 
place called |ani loj^pur thev burn: ;■. m esc uc me I s Muslim houses an J misbehaved 
with Muslim women. 1 was askee :n- my centrol room to rush there though it was not my 
area. We got curfew implemented iherc .111J 1 10 ,:ctivist.s of V[ I [' were arrested. Twenty- 
five had sustained serious injuries while being arresled. injuries like tr.nlutc were sus 
tained during I at hit 1 1. 1 rge or while trying 1.1 escape or jump Iron: llie places they could 
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: for 3 week. When someone enters a jail they are physically examined 
Hi : h l- body is 011411 KC.; :l :l a |i.\uc :n|lir"v. Ii ) m; sa> yes .1:1 J if diey feel 
; is being concealed, they would stud you 10 the jail doctor and then to 
■ treatment. 'IhiMiiau wa* examined ,md no iujuiv was found. On the 3rd 



to Gondia hospital and t.cvlcd by ,1 r.cphrologist and on the fifth day of his treatment, 
that is the 12th day after his release from Judicial custody, he dies at the hospital while 

ailmcnttillthcn.S: 1 i Ii I th ill I 11 ded to his brother who was tak- 

ingbim back lojam Jodhpui. On the way they stopptd alJamna S ar where they were met 
by fewVishwa Hindu Parishad activists who told him lli.ii if you get a post mortem done 
on his body you will cet J 1 cm pec. sal ion. This insiders 1 happened on itltli October and I 
was transferred on the third because [am Jodhpur was the ccnstitucncy of Chiman Ithai 
Patch So, when he arrested these people, the CM told me to release all of them and not 
apply any provisions of law. As .1 yono^ additional SI' I refused to do that. On the same 
evening S7 Muslims were arrested and ihe same provisions of law ivere applied and it 
was simply unfair. I wanted to ait impartially. Only then ,vrhl I control communal riots. 
So, on the third day I was transferred out because on the first day the CM had to seek a 
vote of confidence. I ie had assured thcra that the boy will he transferred out so that he 
got the vote ol eon IlJcikc- Alter I days Hi my transfer die person -lied and an Pili was 
filed. That became the FIRaud that was initiated by the ClD.Then during some ongoing 
riots at liharuch, the DC- said that he will have to arrest me because of the allegations, 
which were being made and gave me anticipatory hail. I immediately went to Ahmeda- 



ted to tin judi. 
that 1 don't 30 
the eighth, day. 



of custodial death. 1 
I IN 
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cr^ rtiiui'i.-.:-. i i-^h I -i co .! ^.-.n.-ii zv.-pi-.'. I .•on Id ^ao ::i.!t oven the pn i,T 

be 'lu' dctetidcs ol Iv.i i ■ .11 ■ - and people lil'. II- ir. tin : 'oiLe ..I;.' r L l- .111 illlji.V. 
stand, and are hounded for oKiotn reasons, also need Io l>e protected. 



tlic Nl IRC etc. By 3 71 h September, midnight, my then hossMrShreekumarandl were 
transferred out and we received orders savin;; ih.it you Jo not even need to come to the 
III office, your things would be sent to you. Tliey were afraid tlut we would come and 
take out more information. 

In 2tlli2, I had put in I a years of service. 1 ivas hrouehi up in .1 very secular family and 
went to a set nfvery secular fchools. 1 uc.vt thought of caste, creed or community. 1 was 
All India ranko^ in my civil services chains; I could bavc ,iplcd I or any service. I opted 
for police because t3i.it was my only choice .in.l I joined it with passion. I take pride in 
every decision I took till d.tte .in.l in 2tH>2 yon see tK.il eveiythiu,! in life that you stood 
for, being turned on its head. I realised tli.it the sn:e was nut only abdicating its duty hut 
was complacent it! dc-trjct:nn of life and property. 'Hits is whe n I wHidrcw myself from 
the IPS fraternity ol Gujarat. I did not want io hcloo S to thai band of bandits. I had to 

of inquiry since I knew so much Inn thai did not work out for some reason. In 2111 1, 



liy :ilm and 
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brought to the notice of the court. Then the court thought it lit and directed the SIT to 
do that. So, again in 201 1, they st.iried recording my statement under some other of- 
ferees, not that complaint, kil some inlii-i relate J old' in-, hut they took ray statements 
unJer the code of penal procedure. Tli.it is why the Jel.iv, hut I ami' out with all the facts 
which [ had, which I thought, ] should be conveying to that SIT in that format then in 
201)9. It took me seven years. 

The question that needs ro he asked is why [ w.-.s not ea I led. ill these years' Hits is some- 
thing, which all iv. i.s, evon the activist', should address. 

P radian IBIl mil .hi: Ji: y.urr .rsscssiMrn;. ii'k.d j-ft-i-i t-ji rifir.- i!.r'(ijej>,'i'. i re j;i Cnj.inil has Income 
eiiMiMilii.jfi.nl in ilitt'- fiiiiiiiiit ■Hi" 1 wfc'l fVn-jiriix- - '''I: i' : ''e 'l'i> ™! .'/feu' of reprisal- 
IVLiI is your assessment! 

c,anjeev: This i< .1 verv pertinent s|jcslio:i. has In ctkeer -.■■■:io 1 1 .-. ■■ c screed in (.1 uj.ir.lt, 
and 1. rvho licking to t: ir.ai.il. don't Iciicvc tL.it Ike i'-.'I^l :o:ce in t iui.uv.t is communal. 
1 firmly he lit vc lll.lt any force .uiywhcic isgo.icl.Wii.il is i'jv.1, had nr iudilfercul is tilt 
police leadership, [he force isguoJ; this forte e.in be Ir.insf.irmtJ. but we neeJ to pro- 
vide them good leadership what happened in cUMl w.s th.u we l.uight the polite inac- 
tion, that was some;.:::!.; unprecedented; there jure keen limes v.iict: we allow thtm to 
overact, «c even instigate them to overact, hut ovcraction can ht condoned, controlled, 
ligtontcyou teach. in. y uniform forte inaction, that goes against the very basic structure 
and the reason for ciistcucc of a foret. Tliey tauglil inaction lo .1 force and then tile in- 
action got rewarded. Tint is the mo't dangerous thmglo my mind. So, the force is not 
communal but the nrnc.-rs hv an. I huge are. :iy now 1 rkbk veiv rcw oeople are left, who 
would not toe the line .T the government, t:aey are not communal nthcers: they arc orfic 
erswhoare afraid to lake a stand. Tomorrow, if Title is n change of the government, the 
very same set of .illicer s will change .omur from s.iltron lo green ; anything other than 
khaki. That is I think Tie .[ueslion of having Tie inner strength .in J .outage to stand up 
and there is the consequence of what you believe in. Again, when all of us join the police 
force, most of us come with ideals and passion. Hut then as leg grow in service, we try to 
justify a lot of things that should mat he ju.stihed and get stuck in a loop. 



PrashaM Bhusha.i: flm iw ft.nf i/ii.« fVirjJti Trii.iin.rJ nn (.-rrur rjtye>fjjf.iJiiin in f-/)'iffr<i[> l ra' 
m 200S in which one of the recurrent themti emerpngfront the le.tnnonies which veregiven 
there was thill ivlr.jl tile fiiike .rrre.it.. Jilese p.t'i'!. .'.dsr.'v. rii.-.e Ma,l\ms tor Ihost terror of- 
fences, they often torture tkein jir.i vki.'c t.'r'irrjiic firrm .red ('L.;;jjie t!;eoi up. they rrtf.T abases 
which ,tre clearly iridic. rlTec of a ceiMj:i;r:.i) H.is a.' a ciUjniiiiHiii urrndiel. 7li.it is why I was 
willing to n mi erst, mil, hei.iu-efrom (in.i.ii-.i! ,,l.,i. ilic i.iiue leiml of stories, em in the incident 
ifJrireStJ-rVfwpIf vert ('r.ilen apie, liie/.iii. .auir Uiuf :i'l)i, : ,ig. merge., .s.i. |jr,r( i. rukv JJtir.f 
1/ ,t Jrtffr surprising lit. li yon are jiiyjnr iii.if there i, lie .■.■ururii.'i.il mririi.ef .mrnne/iie jvirre in 
Gujarat. Ifind it ,i lirtsr;;p-;smg. Ki,ri is i.iivf ic.mie.i y.iur honest opinion. 
Sanjcov: 1 will jus: clarify and add to wlu: 1 said. The police in lmi,ir.it. like b any other 
state, come from the .same sotial milieu. So, they do .airy some biases in their minds, 
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tent. Hut even tli.il bias is mil nun.li: it will 1101 impact tkeii functioning, iiit is led prop- 
erly. Because, 1 have led the same force on so many incisions anil if they see the officer 
Iculin^ iroiii :lle iri'iu cn.lclini; iriii' irl i:il]v. ■;U 1 Ioill w:ll v!lmiu:c!i mare than you. 



trcd. If there are to be electoral gains from the politic/of hatred, be it the hatred against 
Sikhs, ike ll.lt ltd ,li:.'.ii:st Muslims, lllcu . .1111 su:c no luhticll puly won I J like to over- 
look ,in electoral i>.iin. 'Ili.it is is li .it happened in (iui.ir.it. In Giii.ual, y.iu see, there has 
not been a single loiiinuin.il lioi since IW. ft is not 1 1 1 iii Cuijaial is free of riots, Except 
for 2002, since the BJP come to power in Gujarat, there hasnot been a single large scale 
ciminiLm.l] liol- So, lilis K die iiULSli.'n J .o.i: |'ci':']e ol Iduilr.-.' -ilou.d .'ok lllcniscl.es' lll.lt 
is 1.1 uiar.it lice ol .ojiiiirci'.al uots kcc.-.csc o: die picscu: iii'vcimnc::'. Mr is ii ircc ol corti- 
niunal riots Jespile lli.il m is it the people ivho were engineering the cmnmunal riots, 
who were the benefactor ofcach .irul every liol, which eventually brought them to pow- 
er, that we don't have any communal riot since 1993. The year 2002 was a completely 
diiicrcnt orchestration, which loil.'v.-c.l i • crv '.:rifor:uii.-.lc aiciccnl ui'Goilhra. But tlut 
way an orchestrated chin;; was net .1 ™v.mun,il riot .is inch. Ik-cause, we blow how riots 
take place. We have dealt with riot-. We have studied the ciact priiciss hy which the riots 
are created, are perpetuated. Tbis was something ilill'ereiil. As long as there are parties 
who gain from the politics of hatred ami division, diis is hound lo continue. So, people 
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G^tiiSingh!l(!LTCjrrhmi I Jit.ifinj[.soF!ii.Wfiirffiiereflr[/™o#c 
aid Iwnest asyou are. but ore Iioir.ttK (o wiHe/orwrf, wfwr wouMi-t 




singled cut, they may net he able to take the pressure. So, if, yes, friends like yon stand 

by them and if they, in- ['twilled I hi' kirn.: ol ke.il h.'lj' .-lid .siisl.tnie, whith they would 
require eventually heiause when the stjle suns luiuiulLni; them, they will need to be 
supported. 



Jem 1 tll.lt on my own. I lait il h.ij']'eiii'.l wild .my nfmy fi.Hih null's or ,lny other nil 
I i.'i'uU luvi; ^.,iil' ' 1 r - my o.yn. : Jon 1 iiL'i.l .1 ['i i'ti'lll.'n lli.-.l I .1111 ^''inj; <'i*'y hei. 
the Asswintionhnd told me to pi or not mh erwise. Sh, th.it is another side of the cr 



Bumiu.Mnny people •tilled Hi../ it iv.n Jli r /.ti.W .'/!« !J5 lfi,i) nV lywnmenf tnuM nor 
ty: i,'i;v iit.i.v.irmti ■/ i.'.?.m m'i.a cinih] 'in'r.rt.i'i'i;. n'.i.h m> vr>JJ think? 

Manoj Mitta: Ifl it. n-L- to r.'f.'.tf nri- i-.,t!iiT ,|:.:;rr,.ji. n'.t.i jf jvrr .it'i'.'iti legal duly to be party 
iii AWi;iW,thirii.-.iL-t .ii- fit Ai.idiiui cust. 

Sanjccv: To unilerst.-n.l 1 [ui.ir.it riot of >l'll2 v.iu Live to ililleieuti.ile the ineiJems of 
27th February, 2(1112 thai Lippened ill CnJhrj. tiiidtheiiieident.-th.it followed. On 27th 
February 2002, we h.ul no intelligence, no in!orn;tlli.in even .lhoitt the returns of tile 
karsevaks. There was no information from the Urtar Pradesh Polite that this first batch 
■>r kjrSL-vj^s was returning. I ti:s was :uc vcrv lust :'.ir_li ..: k.-.:scv;-.ii- whieh was to eome 
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Session 5 
ASSAULTS ON ACTIVISTS 




Today the Tibetan struggle is almost inrilid mi (Ire inside. 
People like as who i.irr bora in Imiia hare had the 

TENZIN TS UNDUE ^ Jralc /| ta t dia and its people to help n, JL I he 
Free Tibet activist hope a/being jree eventually. 



I was born and brought up in India at a Tibetan refugee. I am a bit nervous 
to represent the Tibetan voice and tell you about the Tibetan struggle. 1 will 
summarise very briery what :s happening lo Tibet, ins .nul to activists there. 
I live inDharamsbjil.i (HI' I. Til! i-.ok m have been dis.--js.siug the northern part 
of the country, nuw I want to Co ens or. the 1 liiii.iliy.iii region especially nh.rrni- 
shala and the Indo libcLm border. 'Hie whole idea of I 'h.ir.imsriala was started 
in I960. When I talk about Dharamshala I mejti the political Dharamshala, 
which has now become .'. big tourist .en ire. 'J Ins is the place where the Tibetan 
freedom struggle is based today ami where D.1L1; Lama and the exiled Tibetan 
government .ire located in India. 

Some of you might not be aware about tlie Tibetan issue. Hie Dalai Umj and die Ti- 
betans have been living in India siiue [')>■). We li.nt setup ,1 govern incut in exile. One 
lakh tiventy thou sand el us arc living in liuli.i. jiuiut I went y thousand in Nepal and ten 

going on in Tibet while we ire Y.-.-rking as their representatives t'r.iin outside and raising 
their issues and mobilising pnbBc MlppOft for the Tibetan CKOJe all over the world. This 
has been the .scenario tor ihe pasl fifty three years, 1 was horn and brought up ill India 
and adopted the movement when the elder general ion were slowly retiring from it. I 
have been active in the Tibetan movement since the past 18 years. We are facing a lot 
of challenges and difficulties in the Tibetan movement hut we arc ready for any kind of 
challenge and personally 1 have always looked at these challenges .is opportunities where 

!n I he year 2002 in nharaiushala, I was on my way lo Mci.leiidg.inj around 10 at night. It 
was dark and suddenly .1 small ear Mopped in front of me. Sis men stepped out of the tar 
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between Indians and Tibetans. 

Tin' Indian Gni'cnmioiil cmve.l down under pressure l"i njii ( lliin.i .in J is already consid- 
crini" cither pulling mi' in j.iil .'I- .lii iii i Lilian in nh.ii iiL.li.il.i. When the Chinese Prime 
Minister visited India in 2niH ] protested against it liy unfolding the banner of 'Free 
Tibet' on the fourteen rh floor of the Ohcroi Kotel :n Komhay while the I'M was there, I 
wis arrested lor it . I repe lied I he same at i i'U' IIS !H: ll .1 erg :i : ;la 1 1 ■■ 1 1 are 'vhen I he Chinese 
I'M ■■. MS giving 1 SpeeJl .11 (ilU Uir.Hilid l ,1 the huiUhu;. They sui ted shooim.; iIkh 
.ill live le'cvisirn. I know i I I i.- 1 1 llie mcsli.i li' .i.idl ess olli pinNcm nn media group 'viil 

tome forward and therefore I had to grab their attention like this. 

I was eventually arrested. When the Prime Minister of China visited again in 2006 they 

Dharmshala for 14 days under II I 

Now 1 want to go a little beyond because this is not just about me and my activism. 
Today the Tibetan freedom struggle is sulfering because the Indian government is only 
looking at the issue (mm tiie Chinese perspective. India and most other countries of 
the world arc not concerned about the Chinese population and the Chinese people's 
problems but arc only interested in the Chinese market and money Since the Chinese 
media is under state control they do not cover anything about the struggle of Chinese 

The 'Made in Chin.i' products .ire .,i iheap because the l.ibi'u: is getting nothing and na- 
tional resources are hemg funded through occupying countries like Tibet, Mongolia and 
East Afghanistan. The (. limes.' gnyemincir. is doing ibcsaine ihingihat the British were 
doing in India before independence. The Jay is not so far away when China will explode 
in a file similar to that of the Jasmine Revolution' ol Middle East. 

Nepal is an extension ofCiiint.se imperialism. \"e|ial, .is a government, has completely 
gone under Chinese influence and today 2li.tir.id Tibetans are living in Mepal and they 
are being persecuted. If a Tibetan ceiehram-n is taking place anywhere in Nepal the po- 
lice break it down and take immediate action agaius; ilit Tihelans residing there. Hierc 
was a time in 19S9-60 when the Tibetan struggle had almost died. Today (he Tibetan 
struggle is almost united on the inside. People like us who were born in India have had 
the freedom of being educated and recreate the struggle. We are grateful to India and 
its people l.s neb us revue the I' ore .il hemg :ice e.enui ill.-. PeoHc have been la I km g 
.ll'l'u: .Hi lo u omy OLii our lr lv l:o.iI l'. is h.'eu i:i.lL|'eu.:e::ce hec.v.LSe .inlv ,'.u iiide|sensleul 
ei'un'.i •■ cm guarantee the sui viv.-l .■! its pc.cie. icli.'.inn .in.l ccTlic. II T'ihel continues 
to he under Chinese occupation then India will have to suffer too because of 42000 km 
of border that is with China. If Tibet becomes .in iiidependeni cuuniry we would recre- 
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ate the kind of pre- lyW relationship with India where the Himalaya,] border was the 
border of brotherhood. 

In 1959 when the Dalai Lama tame to India there were only 60 army men posted on the 
border hut today the Himalayas have become the most militarised zone in the whole 
world. Both India and China are militarism); themselves and glatier melting is also ot- 
cuiTing due to the arms race in h.ith countries which is nor in anyl-ody's interest. Unless 
mere are £e inline Jiangs In icii.it in hap pec in,; i:i llnna an.! i\ m,; done by them the 
future hope .ifpc.i.c iii As Li is wry nle.i k-Tb.it is why I always f 1 1 1 j ■ 1 1 .1 s i s t- th.il ill is isr.nl .1 
sole simple lor ihe TihtMii people bin in the inu-ivis of [mli.i a. well. Both Indian and 
Tibetan people need to work t.'cethci fnc ihe inJ..pendeiue of Tibet. Tlie people of tlie 
Himalayas whether in I.. dim I- Spin, L.idd.ildi, :<m:i.ii.i- li.irliw.il. \ep.il, Bhutan. Sikldm 
and in the Northeast, will benefit so imieh once the I Imulayas arc free. 
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Hie Bar Association ojllaryana, being run by the }ai 

.._ _ eommunily, has ujlenn:g,,gc.ihsA{ in, :etivmes of threats 

anrlfavourillsta. In one such incident, my father, who i'miii 
RAJAT KALSAN lld L l ,ei« [ 1ansiC 0 „r,„i,h4Sye a rs a fle gfl l 0 ractic e , 
Advocate from Hisar, ,„„, brutally attacked by the member* of the 
Hafyma bar association. 



Haryana was formed in 1961 and to date majority of the chief minis- 
ters have boenjats as they com e from inllcetiti j! J at communities. Hie 
perception of these com munition towards Dalit communities is very 
disgraceful and suppressive. They carry out atrocities on the Dalit community 
without any fear, '[he state government is so insensitive towards Dalit issues that 
if any incident occurs between these two communities or if any human rights 
defender tries (o raise voice agains: these aired tics, die sl.ue government lakes a 

nity is such that till last year not even a tingle KK nas regis:ereJ under SC/ET 
Atrocities Act, I9e'9. 'Hie social tensions within the I lary.invi society on caste 
iiiU'S are oi.'.i:- "Ihe ir.il Hernial >p!e have " uiiMuchalvalt' pre- 

vail in the society. The Dalits cannot rije horses in their marriages, cannot sit at 
the same level with the J.'.ts jr.J they can no i lake water from the same well. 

Uc Mirchpur incident nec.tircj on 2 i -1 April 2'.Uo. when 1 SOD people frnmjat com- 
mgnity surrounded the Dalit basli ami set tire to 211 h mists an J plundered another SO 
houses. Afterwards they set the whole village no (ire. In this incident two people, in 
old father and his physically challenged daughter, ivcre humr alive. At the time when 
the incident was taking place .it Mirchpiir. one police inspector of that local area was 
also present llier-a. Instead oi p.i-.il vine ih.e people .in J li ving 10 prevent this inciiJeiil. 
he openly supported the culprits. 1 le belonged lo ihe dominant |ai community and was 
eventually convicted in this case and jailed (or more than 1 8 months. When this took 
place, all the Dalit communities condemned the incident and pressurised the govem- 
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arrests were made due to pressure IV.miiJ.ii community. We .110 very thankful to IIRLN 
(Human Rights Law Network) as we file J .1 PI I- in Supreme Court with their help. Hie 
SC ordered that the state government should arrest all the culprits within 48 hours, oth- 
erwise the BSF would intervene. When the trial started in the session court of ilissar, 
there was not a single advocate ready li' lake the ease in detente ot'lhe Dalit community. 
When the proceeding :i nail y suited in 1 lie 1 lissar coin:, our w it nesses were surrounded 
by the opposition parly. About 20 people suddenly pounced upon us and threalened 
us. Hie situation pew very violent within moments and »r rc*|ttcMed the judge inside 
the court premise to con.idyr the rh rears and the fact that depo sin ; ; before the court in 

proceeding. The next day in court all the public prosecutors of the 14 courts of Hissar 
district, inctu Jine. llle dish Lt atli'iiic 1 .-, weic nlcc'iil and were lobbying tor the accused. 
TheatmospherediihiigllicpintevJinghad become esticmcly hostile and the judgealso 
threatened to tile a writ against us. We then shifted ihc s.ise to the Supreme Court and 
asked the trial court 10 file ,1 report .'11 llic allecalion ol h.i i-.sm cut 0: law yers' from the 
victims' side, 'lb u Lri.d e.u:t I -lied .1 tcp.11: s.-.vii:.^ lii.ii Lne .lIIclv.U u: w.is true and sub- 
sequently [he case was lianstcTLed t.i the special court I'm scheduled castes in Rollini, 
Delhi. Three lawycis were representing llle vie lims' side from ! IR[.\, namely, Auuliha 
Rastogi, 5hree|i atid myself. The oilier side was represented by members of the liar as- 
sociation who are from the dominant Jat community. Since I am from Haryana, thejats 
initially tried to offer me money and a lucrative position m the legal department. 1 was 



my laieyer colleagues .inc. seme o: my relstivc- v.-ere lalsctv implicated in a case of at- 
tempt to murJcr and an FIR was tiled against -es. My relatives told me that all the senior 
people of the bar and senior officials i'rom lhej.it community stood against us. My office 
was ransacked in H.insi and I was again tin plica led in fake eases. We applied for interim 
bail then and my bail application i. sti!! pending m die Chandigarh High Court. There 
is a magistrate level inquiry again si me as per a Supreme I'rurr mder. My phone issrill 
tapped. We face several diifciftie.s like this. Tliis is all that I would like to share. Hope- 
fully we will be abb- 10 ^.mc iogetli.v and i.u Lv ihese issues. 
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I would talk about llu' attacks on .ic.idemicians and student activists, both 
jc physical .111 J ideological level. Niimuily .ntacks on scuJeiit activists .ire 
not taken into cognisance .111 J are always Icopl aside, 'llu* attacks on student 
activists and academics .ire inspired hv ,n piuse.i politics, which can he termed 
as I lie polities of "CLlut.Ltion.il reforms". I lie polities of ;niv.ii isation and liberali- 
sation of the education sector in our country. 

In e-rder ti' ei.it', 'r lie 11-, v ir^uiiuiv.. I a-. ■ill. I like I" .Ihl.i^ lew ncent oi.iiiiplcs "I emver 
iiLicii acress :Ill e-.'Liiii v. !1ll l |v.l[i.l.- l ^iliii'^ iliCL-j lmiii^Ill. is f.Li ie.illv to ilIlilulI.- '.Ill 
|-"li!iL^ '.-Iv.lI' I' lvi i ■! :-Llin:,i 'Ii-.^l .ii fitr.irv ,iikI in:: - 'tiKie:il decisions. 
Ten days ago, the executive council at tlic Lucknow University passed a decision that 
there would he 1 2% Fee hike in every academic year. About [00 students protested on 
10th November 101 1 against the decision in front of the VC office and submitted a 
memorandum. Tne students were lli^lllicdltine, lLi.11 even tile casting welfare schemes, 
where SC'/ST and OUC students were supposedly tu l'e exempted from payingfee, were 
ne^ei iiii|ileineir.eLl i'tl^i'li Iv hv l!:e iiiiivLi -irv .iLilh.ii ilies. V^.'tiv iLiiieh lit insisleiiee on 
raising fees overli, Mid, -t u dents, l-ked.ast lie y pri'lc-le, I peacefully. Once the protest was 
over, tile pi^liee .Llt.iekeLl iIll' 'linleiit :l t tivhi.' i.illiinii niv [-ri'vi^-.nuiii. A le.Lilinei stuilenl 
.ietLL-:st Sudlimsiiu tt.iip.ivcc ■.v.i'. seriously i:nurLLi. I liri'ue-i"'-ii the academic year, one 

istheepicentreoftli.il. [Vi iii.iiiyyc.ns student union election. Ii.iw mil been held there. 
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hi: laky '.adi:i.:ia" : .;c.l kv rile oi: die d.r,\ I ion ol l! ,.■ iJii,i:mm:;i: ion. M .1: ,y sltiLlcr-.'- 

^a.kd Vi,ia arci' cozv.oi 111.^1 "! I.u ■.■1:!'.;. vouc ■ t h u ..imp!; - and hi unci am 

Thenewsoverimiem of west Beniijl has come up with jii 'education oidiiurne' which is 
goingto replace the ovist ine, decision makioe, hod iv like tlic umivishy court, academic 
council, executive eourick hy a montor jr. hi p. Ilns Ins already happened 111 I'rcsiJcncy 
College, ll is a c.ikulaled move to stop loc represent at 1011 .-I students, oralis arid teach 
ci s in the ini porta 11I decish'iL making hodlcs Ii].l A' j.C :\ student group I l-lI by A1SA, 
■.vllis.li is running a -.mile. I 111 |'.i i^n .leak 1 si lip, iii ■ e:i;" t 1 .11 is. move, went to Vidya Sa- 
gar College tn distribute mjili I i_-r ^ ami for campaigning. 'Iliey wore attacked by the 



registrar came 111: 1 a i_ n ^ l; ..1 i" Jo 1:11 1:10 Ik 1 il !.l:ic l i: l mI .h" i had licei: issued by like 
the VliC. which said tlial mi slrulonl 01 teacher c i 11 criticise tile policies of the j^c ivl-j- 1 1- 
ment. The HHU campus today is just like a jail. Since the students union elections in 
BIIU campus were slopped in l'J'J7, there is no campus dermxracy. Gates of the girls' 
hostels are locked around ro> dock in ike evening .111.: those .'I the hoys hostel at 'J pm. 
dhrrc is ,1 elcpartnici:: caked mi: atonal l'iv.iek al'iui: wkick the students studying in 
campuses like JN L ' might not lio.ve herd ol. 'Iliey have I: caw vehicles at t lie il disposal, 
around 400- itIO [rained si all retired from , lr iuy or police forces. Tliey mini around the 
campus and issue show cause notices and lodge complain Is againsl -Indents for activities 
even Idee sitting :n .; par!' 01 roamkig in .1 croup And not :o i:icnli..i: tji.i; thev otten neat 
students in the name ei maintaining discipline, liiis security force also resorts to moral 
policing and maligning girl students hv complaining lo tneir p.rrents on just being seen 
with their mule colle.iguo.. ll is r.uupant over die o.uupus. No one except the RSS can 
hold any kind .d public octivity or proie-1 inside 1 lie campus. 
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he was evicted fnnn die hostel. 'Hie proelor hoaid also gave j mil in; ui his dc|i.irliin.-nt 
fur indulgm;; in .mil political activity. 

■[lie students of AMU aro eoor:ojously righting fur liomncratie ifM.MU is a residen- 
tial place. 1'eople Planed sn.hg nuisi.le heoiise .n ihe Lira..nnia:i 101:1111c in the campus. 

AM L' lias a provision 1'! ;ssu ni.j; 11.: ii- eel tifk.ll.s .is .1 punishment ill tile e.llll- 

pus. In the last wit and .1 ii.i'.f vim r. around I [ill 1 students were inven non- residential cer- 
tificates .111 d wcii.' ovuHt] li.'m ill'.' ..aiumis. Ii is iiLghlv diiil. nil l. i sl-.nleins l.i organise 
any kind ofpofilieil, cultural, intellectual activity in AMU now. In 21109-111 the AMU 
administration collected nearly Rs 1 : l-ikh Irom students thrmii;!; lines. One can under- 
stand the stiflinf, atmosphere in which student are forced to study. 
Student's union elections have not been held in Bihar for ihe las! 29 years. Most of the 



is a form of attack on democratic rigiiis ofstucleiits. When I asked a .]ucstion to Union 
Minister Kapil Sih.il in a [.less conference at Raiiehi, where he was .speaking on behalf of 
a nationwide campaign on government's view about Jan Lokpal, 1 was heckled hy goons 
and my friends were brutally hcatcn up. We filed an FIR. But a counter FIR was filed 
against us accusing; ns .M lnieni i.'n.ill.' j;-.i n^ ibei e 1.' .'.Hack Mr Sibal! 
We ni c discussing the a-acks .'11 liuo'.a;i rights dcrcndci'- 'c.'.y ::i vmis :'f ;divsica[ a: 
tacks, hut it is equally inipoitant 10 discuss the oeo liberal ideological attacks on stu- 
dent's rights. It has been seen many limes thai such physical .macks are being done with 
the intention to cuih the voice or" student a. livisi. who are espousing against these anti- 
student policies. In early Ill's, there were unions io Allahabad University, in ESHU, AMU, 
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^■.uJciu unions. ;Llj l.i'. 1 be:n ; ;ii:i: initio:] (..i-~-.nuL-i.-i: lei-i'ii-. mentations. 
LaslLv. com in,; t.i -Jit ]'[ i- .1' l- ■.■lIik.iUoii.iI iiistilntions. 1 Motion ''I lile -UuLuls en- 
rolled ill 1 [l u i_- 1. ill ii ['ii -it' -i .ii i L nici ely 1.1 'ii 11. k tu ii I ': ii 'U'nl r |]i-.'y '11:11 1. 1 ' nil .lets and bonds 
while raking admission in pl.ues like Mcerul, (birgaoii. r.irid.ih.ul and Noida, where 

Illcdieril, denial .111.1 L'i:siiuvr iii;4 i oilers .lie rn us|- 1: 1 1 mull i; ovcii I ijilll . 'iilCse institutes 

Im ve a horrendous eondit .mi in t crm s ol i'l iv-i: I'c.i ii l ': i.'ii. Si mienis are aslveJ to siini 
JlliJavits liii tile '.-urv :i:<: d.iv iL^.iuiiiii; coming .inj l.'oilitics. [u.lviui; liLtlu space lor 
democratic pro l ceding- II i - .1:1 .it'cmpl ;.' -. ■ l --^ : ^ -_i t i - 1 : ^ 1 1 ^ ;■! iv.ilis.ilioi-. .l'.'.cndi mi.l 
make this a normative. Ka r il Sihal is proposing a new Hill, namely rlie National Edu- 
cation Tribunal Hill. "I lie ems oi'ihi. Hill i' tlui m' student, le.ubcr or staff can £0 to 
the court. In any m.i-ier .-] .liM'-.Ll. 1 , tiiev Ii.'.c ti' .ippiilol: '.lib up .-.-mini; triKmul "illl 
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LENIN RAGHUVANSHI (PVCHEt) 

We have been having this .lis,, us.- ion tor tin' list kvn days. We should try 
to talk at thi- pud in m on the basis of our experience. In the whole world, 
people believe in global thinking :nc local action. People like us believe 
in local action. We have seen tli.ii i.hen people talk aboui global think 
ine. and national thinking, tllusc ..otlsine. .it till 1 glass root sire ignored. 
Tor eiample, tin issues of the human i ighls defenders working fur the 
Mitsahar coiiiiiuuiity in north India is nut diseased, 'lie local thin king is 
never discussed. '[Ins '.i indeed a huge crisis. 'Ihere is ,i silence prevailing 
over this issue. 'Ihere is a dilute of silensC. Because of that, it's difficult 
lot :lum,.ti rights delet-.ders t.' wo"i-i hete. 'ibis is lite reason .vllv pcuplu 
like us who initiate cm 'soli, kited movements, there is loo mil ell pressure 
from the local people. We .lit always there in minor it)' as we never give 
importance to Uv.il I'c^pcslivc, I....I: .utivii ics iu.iloe.il ivork. We need 



c provided them support. At tirst. there was silence, a culture of silence. 
/ amongst the activist at the grass ront level. These dal it activists have 
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ence against Hi, most i>: tile dalils stood by us. II was not .1 suvpul from KCOs. It was 
local support. 

After thai, we used inloi mat ion 'eJmol.'gy in defend die defender. There was support 
from all over the world. We fry to light till the last aelivist i>cr-i legal support. Some peo- 
ple might try to say that it's Lenin's debate hut we try t.i tell stories of human rights de- 
lenders Irul llieir struggle .11 the I'lea] level- In lllese nice-lings >.e 1 peoples' solidarity 
\\e e:iv-i::[eL' illJ ^et .;el li:s ai:.UL: :I1l^l v.i^.e^- >. :;ie ee.'i'.e ::!esl R'l'ls. :lie .Kti-. i^ls 'a-Iij 
have expertise in UTI. Some peopie tiled complaints ,md tried t,' take up the eases. We 
tried to organise meetings lo eel lot J I support. S.mic pe.'ple e.une .1 nil joined US. We suc- 
ceeded in creating dynamics. As a result, the vietims now fighl for ill em selves. We also 
Iried to get some leg.c supn.n t tor diem. '\"e have started organising them and gol some 
hit em Hie ml sunoert :oo. lodav. people come and :.:'.[■. :r them. I: yen .■re nut eoiug to 
supportthcloe.il hum j:i l ights delenders. :l ire are not able to bl eak that, then support- 
ing the human rie.li I. aelivist- in 1. re know only is not going to solve the problem. The 
loeal system is already broken. So, we bave to supporl the loeal .etivists. In Manipur, we 
have to support Sliamiila. W e are sueees-fu! in getting support for activists in Manipur, 

much international support we ean ge: tor the .letivists. Ill ink about this, in one meeting, 
we got more than -16' -17 ease, in UP. How many eases are there, who are the people who 
have expertise on these issues, who will do what, we have to understand all these dynam- 
ies and we need :o develop some nie.hamsm to do our work. 

SUHAS CHAKMA (ACHR) 

This is a very tactical session in the sense that there is a need for some kind of 
broad alliance. "How do defender defend themselves?" 'Ihere is a clear message 
on what we have spoken since yesterday. 'I here are three issues which I want to 
flag and then I will come back to the text. I think there are root causes of hu- 
man l ights viola! i ons which we have to di-ctiss. Sometime, I w as wondering why 
we are discussing these issues, when we are meeting here for the human rights 
violations. Second, human rights i ioialions are beyond the root cause violence, 
which is a symptom. In the talk, the people are -.el king to a.;dress the symptom 



as well as the root cause of violations. What are we here for basically? For the 
people, people who are defending violations ofhuinan rights, which are symp- 
toms of root causes of hum an rights vioi.ilioi.s. So, what m are here for basically 
is for the defense of human rights defe riders. Wnai I would say that in many 
meetings, networks .ire created and collapsed. U'c have to be very specific about 
what we want to achieve, we have to have clear ideas and a clear mandate, it has 
to be the role of each ana every individual. He fore th.it I ,1111 going to make a 
point, I want to say that there is something for the human rights community to 
learn toe lessen fiom the medij community. 

Recently, Justice Xatju said that there is j need for regulation of the electronic 
media. 1 think he has very v. die point an j we have seen the way I he entire media 
reacted to that proposal. But " think when we come to human rights defenders, 
obviously we .ire not able to gamer the same unity, especially when there is no 
difference whatsoever, of the basic fundamental principles on which we all are 
working. What we are trying to do basically :< to create that space, that platform 
for all the activists from the country to come across and share their views. That 
is what the platform is all about. We have :o ac: switiiy, from the perspective of 



'P 



the human rights defenders. Again, .egaiiy if you say. victim's complaints against 
the police, it beeoir.es too broad, i think lega! aid, medical aid, counseling, and 
documentation all this are acceptable in the contest of defending the human 
rights defenders. So long as we restrict ourselves to with that, there is possibility 
oi being successor.] for being able to create a platform where we would be able to 
work together. There are number of issues like special focus on the conflict areas, 
iail visit, involve law college.;, law rodents etc. hi r.ty view, these are areas where 
individual organ i-a lions j re already working on. pos.ibl y I hey have funding,, 111 d 
possibly they will come together, '.hey have speeilic projects. I will give you one 
specific example. We are in ,1 process of wr iting on the government of India's 
report to the : l.im.m kighis Cruncd 0:1 t:ie Universal i'enedic i(ev:ew. Ihere 
is the working group of Human Rights in India and UN. But at the same time, 
in the rive pages document, it is not possible, for the working group, to reflect 
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on the 100org.ir.ii,-.tk 1 n:i ice iking in tins country. .So, the people will come back 
wilh their own recoir.nu-iiJaUnn.' and reports. So, ik have lo keep lhat in mind 
thai, we do not in any way. slop on oilier s activities. 

.So, I would SJylll.it wc coald ic'tiL'. ciirselvc* and Ii^l: nr. human rights J rfen J crs. 
nally, [ would like to say thai we have diccus'ed lor 1 lie List I wo davs aboul the state J anil 
obvious object. We also have situations where human right! defenders are prosecuting 



say beyond thai. 

But I have said th.it these are issues we have lo .l Jibes'. ,u;J should take cognizance 
of. We just Cinnot only focus on the state. There are number of issues, where, human 
rights defenders' actions ire acra.iliy underlining :bc activities in actions anj endaiv 
geringall human rights defenders. ] woald like to give one ciaiuplc. when government 
of India came out with an order that it you are organising .in hi Lei national conference, 
you have to tike the permit ion from I he Mini-try of Heine Ali.iirs.Wc never take per- 
mission, we do the meeting.'. 'I hen they come and pick up the people, throw them out 
of the country, deny them their Visas. You also know, I want to mention that Peoples' 
Union of Civil Liberty (PUCL) went to the Supreme Court, not enough consultation 
was held and the Supreme ( nun .1, tu.dk- uj.nelJ ;:ic validity 1,1'iliv executive order. So, 
it became law. If you ask me, I would say ibat tlu-re is no crime for you to organise a 
meeting. We .ire a democratic country, we don't need permission to organise .1 meeting, 
why we have tn go for ocr in lesion? So : In ink, wc have :o consul I c.".ch other 011 hro.ider 
issues. Whether this kind of executive order,, the rCUA issues or any other law which 
concerns the L\'COs and because the NCOs do nol consult, it becomes a problem. So, 
line of the key icspiiiise-. his [o be. to I he l.nv b.u'ied in 1 I he govcriiiuent of India: il it in- 
fringes the rights nUhc Xl.iO.s then how tlu> N'tiO^ 
hurryingitout. 
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re detail, but [milling happened. 
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t:ic oth er related to viid.ui'.y .;c::eii. y.-hiji flmul J include ^iiitc^, lact l:.idii:i;*, scndin.' 
fitttinJingteaii^Jii'lJiiirJlH^JcgjIsiipi'iirUvlikiiiiitluJL^i^KTliclplinefiir lotal ac- 
tivists and fnrliic.il l.iii vers. TV-cause, ii y.iu are listeniu;; In presentations carefully since 
yesterday, this is ii very Hi, rci|uircm fin Jt the k-cal level. ] : irst yen wouldn't get lawyers, 
ii'vou i;ct lawyers vo j don't k.'.vc support m.l .icccj.i:..- advice Ir.'L-.i the seniors. So, this 
is tiie third runcti-.in v'.iw'.i is ic,]ui.-cd to he performed from .1 central plate. 
Colin ha.s advi.scd to lirst stall iact li-idine., ,-:h; then L:ij Ifl Llil-. [ would say first is docu- 
mentation and research, and the seen nd issnliJ.iiilyjilL.il-, ivlikh his three components 
- protest, fact finding and holding ii'Ts. TliirJ is Lir.il aid & support; this supports in- 
cludes running ,1 helpline :.'r local l.iw.-cr. .-.nd activists. l : ourl:i is awareness through 
campaign and public education about the issues on which we are working on (human 



rehabilitation is very important. 

And seventh, while 1 w.is listening to Pirishani Hliii.shnn In the morning 1 felt that these 
are very important conns. :nc:'.:s in the polio v o: uilkicncai. 1 ,-.:io lool-ying. Like vou are 
saying tint in mIsc _.i>cs llicic dieuld i'c Punitive -'revisions loi the pei-pIc- who are re- 
spon.sihlc for initialing false eases, [lie quest ion is: who will J.i lli.K? .So, there has to be 
a group which should he fund ion ing in llii-. area. :t will prepare the document and 1I0 



the lohhying so that those kinds of el; 
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amended which ca 
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All these prominent people should be par! of the committee. We should have a mini- 
mum of 1(1 sueh persons. Alt the Judges whoever jgo in solidarity with tlie IPTs, people 

represeniaiives ir.mi e.i.h state, so thai it v.e mase nuMc si.nes hi : lie pin ol this. we will 

Hicn.ahoutfiveto ten senior Supreme C.iurl lawyers like Pr.ish.ini lih.usli.in, Colin, S.ni- 
jay Parikh and other.-. Tjius. you li.ive those types of inputs. Tlien lot or ten members 
from the law sell ool or universiiy family, ivpivse nr.it ive.- fr.im arrisrs, writers, poets, ae- 
tors, representatives fr.im media and network from peoples' struggles, N(JOs and sup- 
port groups. We s i.-uk In- e r'-.u' oersons part el sue h enn iiiiPees. 'Iher-e should ;ic .1 

support. So, we e.ln Live ll'.i- hie to iliee meet he : 'nte in .r ye .11 and sLih-ti'tiimittee 

meetings more frequently. Hut the most important thing here is that this whole excreise 
should he supported mstiiui im.ally, iy some iiifr.isiruiiur.il hailing and sonic full time 
support stall. Some lirl: : .me researeiiei s.iould he the 11: 0:1.-1 ee nl this eomrniP.ee. We 
shoui tl visualise our Lit eel li.se iim .it:.! then 1 l.iil tiu'ein-.; >:ep hv step '.ewar.ls tins !..r 
get. But precondition for this is, .111 J again I .1111 lepi'alini; riiyscll here, that IIRLN has to 
agree to take I hi- re-ponsilolity. Only I lien would it lie possible. 



KAVITASRIVASTAV(PUCL) 



Now 1 really think that willim ihiMhe title 'I lLiin.sn Rights Defenders' (ilRDs) islimit- 

ing. Tlie title hum. gbl .lelenJei is lini iting he- .1 use we .11 e h.i -,:t.i Ily Miking .iboul 

all the people. It should be, either ive call it solidarity in ailiiin net work of aetivist and 
human rights Jcfcn.leis nj rict-v.-j k oi activism o: liloii in rights dclerulers to show the 
solidarity or you mav call it wh.ltcver you like die term you ean. Vou can eallit HRD. But 
:l ■-'u ■.-.-.nit : lIUMeriui. in it. i'v-aa^e -.'jiiciinic-it- uncial ^i.ive a :ci:n hei.iese 111 ,ruv 
ease of the kind tit violation that we heard of in this List two days, we cannot light with 
just thiseounlry. We have to lake: hem 0:1 the pi. 1 [far in Iron the outside here. Hie voice 
has to go right from local to global level. And il'lIRn is a terminology which helps us in 
some platform, it isokiiy. hut definitely, tor iictivisis, something has to come. We don't 
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fell and thai kind ofsolida 
display our power. I am n 



ejven up so rVir. 1 keep sending '.'c cause . kikd. ill at :::akc-. Liciii v.ux. but it is not easy. 
We sec merely an action alert is not jli easy tusl-t hec.-use supple somebody say yes, 
whatneit? is the pel son available lor youi documentation? 

Furllicr, wc arc always loaded Willi some kind of work and I tell ynu a few cases, like 
NIIRC, in fact, the ilk' is lying on my taMe. I -irn un.iHcdn It on lime, I am so .scared that 
ki in ill U's^ or tiiiie Ivvaiise ]l ] soiul 11 I '''Li. yoii l s^rioLi', )ii u .ue tile seeiel.lti.lt, 
1 send it to you. 1 gcl '.'.ick lo v..u. v.ji.il d'.'al Lie icso.nsc ] So. :l is net easy lor any one 
to do tile task, it is not easy S.'he is 'luisy in ins work; < 'he may not lie contacting you. 
.So, really 1 think when you do networking, ospcu.illv 1 1 1 i -. kin J . if work, authenticity of 
information is imp.it Unit, fiei.luse die other side, .vlloir. you pul hold of it might counter 
it. You know w c arc ;r.ukt I'll ;.] ninn.oi rii;l:l' activists, uiu: .ve do our work through lict 
tindlni;. So ii iva are u[iai'le :o :u_t lincing ourselves, wc _ak the local activist: to do s.i 
ami those kinds o[ tliir.p, it s very dilhcclt. I: you look ,il three tilings, wc can begin with 
is contacting human righls .ireano.il ions, iiileru.iliimal ir.sl i: in ions .uul groups in India. 
I think the value will he authentic, 1 mean at the si ait we will response to it, and then we 
will take to the logical conclusion. 

So, 1 would l;0 back :n uiv k irninc in.: '. lee] lie he-.; . , .iv :.■ begu: such lllinirs l:l lt vou 
keep on learning, network will be tormcd. the plattotui will happen, you begin you sec- 
retariat and in seerelari.it, you start with networking. I think ni.mv of the cases which 
came to us at the last moment; we begin with some nflh.il. 1 think if we have to start the 
secretariat first, my suggestions very concretely al thi- point .ire ihiit we are working for 
the secretariat. 

U'llen the rich I Li food secret trial clone up. lo national network' ornuc legelher. And 
now as we take on lie v. 1 networks die i' L :oui' decides. We survived because of the secre- 
tariat and that was the competence in the secretariat. We got the students mostly from 
University, who are so com milled, work eighteen liours, do action like this and that. We 
work logetller and then v.-e lorincd an iukisory group kind of .1 thing and of course we 
work lor them. Hie advise rv groon is iji.i: el live :o si:; people hcc.-.csc the whole groups 
would not be here. I used to go :o Jaipur, somcoedv will go t.. somewhere eise. So, advi- 
sory group has to be local and some one who can write or respond to an email. So there 
has to he an advisory group and 1 am willing to play whatever role you ask, which of 
course, also he by putting PUCL institutionally in the sense thai it is hacked by PUCL 

205| 



Copyrighted 



fully, not by the PUCL Rajasthan. We have two, three people from PUCL. 1 im just an 

[ think this support, relief atiJ rehabilitation part, 1 don't think this can be done centrally. 
This is not a task that we can Jo tent rail)' hut the idea can be understnodhy the funding, 
support etc., but it has to he dune l.icjllv. 1-or th.i:. may be we need a national support, 
but the task is to he done locally. So. ! have also v.-rin^-ii on :ny not.' tb.it someway, ynu 
gnl to rhmk anout h m : I J i : -. l: in .". s:a:c. a I.', d naiwoi!. kind ol .! riling, il is vei"y £00 J idol 
like 1ch.1hili1.11 inn, relic:' and reparation luil you oan'i do thai now. II is a menace, il is too 
much of a burden and I mem ilu- si-ei i'l.ivi.11 ,.m only Hag the issue, il is not convenient. 
Mow both will lake your time an J ynukii.nvih.il. Wo .ire 1101 running an alternative kind 
of a tiling, but wo can ensure, wo cm take up issue*, we can contact the people. This 
should be a plan and idea but it can 1101 be (he centre of our .lclivnics. This is the com- 

Yeslerday, we were talking a lot about the documentation part but I don't not want to 




pic. let's start with sedition. PL't L l^.is n:iti.itc.l 0 campr.icu wilh iols ol other orc.anis.L- 
tions on repealing sedition, wc can begin with fC Jit i. 111. Wc can ,'.ll conic together; it tan 

I really want to tome hack and waul to end ■-villi that mi, thing, thai t,m we have thai as 
ourpriority of the secretariat, m tc.illy take tip mailer of the conflict areas. I think! learnt 
1 lot by tilt I'linllh presence he ic and ', .'1:1 vcrv lll.111kl .1l ;c (. olin :o connect US. Wc have 
been into northeast and tliank* .1 lot 10 .1111 11 i.T.ds k;cc .i.iHcc, who is sittine. lltie. wc 
saw certain things, wc learnt a lot but I would like tr .,iy sonic: I ling about Punjab, that 
most of us experienced wlrle growing up. We have ci-ilej there and we should learn a 
lot from the human rights workers, [lit: how in Piinj.lh :bey are contesting cases, liow 
tjicy arc gel" :n.; rid o: all : Il .' case, there are son: e i.n .IciMaa .! :r.'.;. . :h ink wc have- [01 
sub-groups in coutli.i areas occ.msc, in the rights to eb.i:cc ease:, where some of us arc 
engageJ in or those kinds ol eases which is equally .crious, it gets let! out. So, the sub- 
groups within this group working in LOiitlicl aiv.i.coulj he priority lor all. : don'l know 
hut there his to he some sort ol" dialogue between stales, fur example 1 would really say 
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In Gu)irat, all (be defenders like Shabnam, Mukul and many others who are now in Jail 
so we have to visit these jails .111 J lin.l oul wbattiiey .ire lioiiijiiii jail and their work must 
be highlighted. In Uinavik's case, v.-c manage somehow and nowhc is out of the jail and 
mine c.thcrs also, hu: wlial about :lihsc we lI.Vi'i Iowiv. V I tklv.k 1 1 ' i ■- mceiiiia. ha 
really a honest -Uttinj't to Jo lit;!c hi' in die conflict area, one of my friends sitting here 
said that in die eases nf ihe forced disappe .names and f.ike encounters, mithing tomes 
from India, other than Kashmir, a little bit, nothing emnc from India, we faces every 
day in Chhartisg.irb, on the International platform. 'iheii why .irrn'r we pining toother 
^oriu'thiiiii and sot'lIim^ 11 1.1 die liitei iiati.^v.al i^latl^'iiii. If ive eaii iiiake a reoort about all 
these encounters and all liiesc eliminations that will he a S ood thing. U'c fought them in 
out courts, we raised llicm here, hut we have not taken up these issues to 



SAT NAM SINGH 

lam just following on, because we are having similar discussions and learningfrom each 
others' experiences and I can give you my perspective as a lawyer practicing in UK and 

ah nut tile pciccplii'ii m India- : think ive louJl 111 I hi' ivhic yesterday. This c.iiiver- 

satinns and issues were mil heine, bnmghi nut ai the iniernJtioii.il arena and as we can 
follow it riglll Horn our emivcrsiiiiin ihai ike IN w-.'rkinc groups "<u king on forced 
elis a rip ear an ccs. rhulinelv pakhdles b.'w i::.inv cases cory.e hclorc, [orccs1 siis.lppclrJncc 
cases and rape accused killing 0 1 1 J we le.iuil :he h.ir.l what I mean kv, is the Sikh 
communities when 2^,hi)0 case nHmccd dbapprai. nice happened. 'J he Sikhs only learn 
how to use the mechanism and 1 think il was in I he mid -UK l.i the early 21XN1 and even in 
lh.1l Map: il was niiy a cnipk- ol hundred clscs we hr.i.idil hclr-ie L'N wurkiiiii gimps. 
Now there are number ct case^ in t.kk.-.rtisgarii a::c. hikers ireas. in the conllict area of 
Lninjah and it is so important these cases are documented in a way the UN Working 
Group understand:, because the one hcnellt you have oi tli.it there is an annual report 
and the Indian government isrciuiiicd l-.i pr an espkiualion l.i liie t IN 1 Working Group 
about the current sen us of those cases. The one benefit that you have, of those kind of 
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tlic UN Working Croup would say to the ltiUiaii sovcmmenl tint they want to do a fact 

lindiiig study .Hid iljijy w-.'ii'l just .K.ci't :i o:u the v.ovc ei:t, then vcisiou ol tilings-, 

that they would go to tile conflict areas, try t" speak to them ,nul with ill e groups who 
are working there ami then will do their investigations. 

Justice is now hcing globalised an J rhvre arc so nr.my samples. But the irony is that 
l.i'ny.: has signed nut of the liileiiiition.il L'niiiin.i' Court ami i'r.rshant LShushan this 

: iv. 'Mi ink; made .1 1 it •■ ^n| oi l.'nl | i! ahou! whe I here v-.oul-i ;'e momentum •. :li:in 

India to sign .nit nt'tlle lnte;n.i:i.'iial Cr1111i11.il Court, heeiusc .somehody like Clddali, a 
dictator, we know w-hat lie was about, signed up to the International Criminal Court and 
he had most 10 low bydniog thai. So, w-hai happened alier the invasion of Lihya,on the 
uprising thai happened tile 1 1 r ' I lie Lilian people wei 0 s.ve .11 g 1 ii.: 1 this net ion is a tyrant; 
brine, him helurc the li'lei national '.. 111:1 in. lit..' Lit. Lot ol these p;o':'lems yuu have, in 
my own perception, wit I unit getting tile sanction. Vim need witnesses. 'Iliis is how we 
suffered in J mass, whether it is geno.ide ur i:i .1 erirne against humanity. You don't need 
anyhody's perm issi. 111. There has !o he ) prima faeie e.tse and simple, credible evidence. 
So, 1 think, one el the steps, that i-i^iliveb needs to no taken :o:ward that i see t'roni tile 
perspective of being a Sikh, as a human rights lawyer, learning from the difficulties that 



are also some cnmniillees, some working groups, as specilically lor the human rights 
defenders. Now we cm say here ill. 11 I hi- group polenl Lilly ivpre.enrs the aspirations of 
a hillion people. Wirlnn ea.h conflict Ames and .11 each area, there are prohahly hundred 
and thousand of cases of human righrs defenders, these needs to he documented and 
sent to the working groups. When the; realist I ha I there ire hur.dreds of eases, if not 
thousands of eases, again, :■ 1 he inouher, that prom]its a er too, in places like UN and 
inremarioually. These I lungs need to ho brought out. 

Suddenly, after tiinayak Sen s ease, anybody who had never even heard ahout the con- 
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Ihink, HRLN .an li. i,milv.-.l in ihi.. llm lnv. ill c j-^^-k- pu .in liav.- ...ni.-lraiiiiiin. mi 
h m .lolinnlh.UN P rf„»,..i1i 1 ,.,.norv„,i m plt.«iLnf.cl, I ™,of,l,.»ork 
« »•» I'" dmil.d I, ,™ of wha, « f« — ■ » 

whether it i> lusci. ]ii I id lii. iJcillv i: should I'; kiscd ii: Hello. Hut, nil m annual basis, 
these cases can he prcscnlcj. 'Jlic he jut y of this ii ihe l"N ivorkiup i;r4iuf> publishes i) ^ 
reports online. .So, you e.ln see the work lli.ll i-. hciug done, you can eiiunt the cases 
whether you liave responded back to or not. 



PARAMJEET KAUR 

Hear Trie mis, we ll.ive discussed llercinosl of the i'-ni^s .iml we have thought 10 work on 
the rights of defend I he hioiuii :ighl> defenders. We ll.ive 1,1 ;;ive I hem moral support. 
We should not emphasise :110V,: .1:1 ihe name of Hie ■ir^.i|-.isllio:s. I nil sure we are going 



can take our work furllier. [ .1111 really happy In initiate this centre. We will work collec- 
lively now. There will be documentation of our work. Whatever we liave decided llere, 
lam now going to announce that the work done by Sardar Jaswant Singh Khalra is an 
example for the human rights defenders. Whatever work was done in Punjab, the work 
done hy Sardar jaswant Singh Khalra is really a great contribution. 1 am now going to 
announce, with consent from the organisers, Ihe Centre will he dedicated to the name 
and work of Sardar Jaswant Singh Khalra. The whole world knew about the workdone 
by Khalra Sahib. Now, we arc going to work in Delhi, the national capital. We can now 

to the international level. 

I would like to congralulale.il I of you. 1 .'hen I have Liken Ihe work so far done by Sardar 
Jaswant Sigh Khalra, 1 .1111 working lor ihe inn nee nt vielims. I am not doing the work for 
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myself. Wc arc human rights defenders. We should lei the world know what is happen- 
ing in India. The structure we hive now is very important and I would like to thank all 

at our output, key r.v.^i'n* for o-.n ktiluivs or hine.'-'e-. ok'. [vople "'ho .sre li.irliered 
here tiulny .iro e.^n'ii ' n' ihelv ;''.n tl t- 1 L : , ami ■■■. e liis: r L '.'J o.i..:Liiii.iiiori '..'ik. 'iliai's all 

I hive to H)t 
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KHALRA CENTRE FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS 



During the two-day (19-20 November 201 1 ) national consulta- 
tion on the state of Human Rights Defenders (HRDs) in India, 
it was felt thai there is <m urgent and pressing need to develop 
a coordinated response- to the increasing .ir.d organised attacks on and 
intimidation ofhuman rights defenders. 

COALITION FOR PROTECTION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS 

While there have been many elforts by various organisations to docu merit, issue 
action alerts, to provide legal and medical aid, and so on, the CPHRD his been 
formed in response to the Lir^-j i-.rlv fcl: need :e'r .1 coo re: in. ted response to these 
organised attacks on human rights danders, the term 1 111 man rights defender 
is used here in a broad - rather than a limited sense, to imply all those activ- 
ists who are working to ensure tin' ;ni]uin cnMt ion oft he Indian Constitution, 
whether as individuals, .is parts of \'(k)s, civil snoiety organisations, peoples' 
movements or political groups. 

CPHRD is a collective of organisations and individuals working throughout the 
country on a range ot dcimicratic issues and is committed to providing solidar- 
ity and support to human right* defenders under attack lor their work. Recog- 
nising that work on defending the defenders is already underway, this platfonn 
lias been created to harness these multiple elf mis ov utilising the expertise and 
experience of these groups and organisations 111 a Larger collective. The network 
will aim to strengthen the task of defending the defenders through sharing of 
experiences and resources— while ensuring I he integrity oft he work that every- 
body is engaged in. This platform is 1101 meant to replicate the activities of any of 
its constituent organizations; its m .ui.iau- he ing limited 10 the defense ofhuman 
rights activists. 



KHALRA CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS 

During the consultation, Human Rights Law Network (HRLN) and World Sikh Or- 

RightsDefenders'inlndla. 

crucial and exemplary role in exposing the disappearances and illegal cremations of 
thousands of Sikhs by the Puniab p..lLi_c, dining and ailci IvM. lie painstakingly dncu- 

ganised by WSO. Up. hi his reium t.> India in Sep i cm her 1195, Khalra was abducted by 

blood. His widow Paramjcct Kaur and WSO have been working tirelessly to realise the 
dreamsand ideals for which MrKhalra laid his life. Hie Khalra Centre for Human Rights 
Defenders has been established as a tribute to his work and legacy. In Paramjeet Kaur's 
words, "the idea is also to try our he. I to slop what ha. happened t i Sard.irjaswant Singh 
Khalra and other HRDi." 

'Ihc centre is working as .1 rocal no:ur re v.- .11 J. orolec::o:i or 1 Rights liclcndcrs 

in India. The centre provides support ro people engage.: i:i upholding human righls, 
directly or indirectly. Mi re the primary locus of the Khalra Centre is to provide legal 
aid to human rights defenders under attack, it it abo trying tn engage with a variety of 
activities ranging in 11 u coordinating villi other groups en emergency response, eitend- 

ncss, documentation, medical help, lermclating polilic opinion an.l developing other 
forms of responses. Towards this end. I he centre is closely working and coordinating 
with various human rights groups, puhli, heahh organisations, act ivisls, journalists and 
lawyers across the country. The process of id entiilc.it ion 01T [Rl's . 11 uler various catego- 
ries and documenting Their p-of.le has already begun. We are in the process of creating 
.1 comprehensive L l. 11. :!•!■...■ i,h see 11 A aiciudc ill iu\ c. L .in details 00 human right s 
ds'lc'ilder.s working til sensitive areas on crucial issues, .uul v. Im ave villlc'l under attack 
or face pole-ill i.il line al. The cvn Ire i- also trying to build .1 nationwide net work of human 
lights defender, tiom all .tales. [11 this regard, the centre, with the help of various local 
and regional ogani.ation., 1. gome "o .•rg.irii.e eon.ull-iTioiis and I'l.'luiiioary meetings 
to discuss the [uod.'.liiies a: local an. 1 region. il levels. Ihc sh.i'.r.i Centre will also publish 
reports 011 the sl.He 01 ju;:u.-,:i i i-akl^ dclcnslcrs in India.. 
Ongoing and Prop used Ac I icilie.ii 1 coordination with oilier organisations: 
Emergency support 

Issuing solidarity statement 

— Issuing action alerts 

Contacting the human rights commissions 
-Contacting international institutions 
Contacting human rights groups /activists 

— Providing safe house, in ease of emergency or fear of attack 
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lily, yearsW in litigation, ell'c.l on families 
. i^lum or :i'i:Ljic, riTiivcly I it hum oi 



Documentation of all attacks on defenders 

Profiling of victims 

— Profiling of perpetrators 
— Jail visits in conflict aieas 
'1'r.iinins; of activists ami para [ugals 
Campaign 

— For amendments in the Human Rights Act 



mobilisation and prei 
's response group 
Advocacy on and with 
Creation of a media team 

— Amendments in the Human Rights Act 

— Members of P.irliaoiem, poik c in J tin- jJniioiMr.il 



licform of the human rights commissions 
Contact Details: 

Khalra Centre for Human Rights Defender! 

576 (Basement), Masjid Road, jangpura 
NewDellli-110014 
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